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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS. 



COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



Hon. John F. Fitzgerald, 

Mayor of ^ OUy ^ BoMUm: 

Sib, — The Board has the honor herewith to submit tiut 

report for the year endings Januar}' 31, 1908. 

Tlie only coiistnirtioii work of impuitunce done by the 
department duriiig the past year, for which special appro- 
pi iiitions were provided, has been the improvement oi several 
of our play<T;Tound8. The })rincipal work was clone at the 
Marcel la-street, Randolph-street, and Columbua-avenue play- 
grounds, which have been graded and fenced, and shelter and 
sanitary buildings constructed. A small addition was made 
to MarcelhiHitreet playground by taking land, reserved, in 
the first instance^ for a street, which was afterwards found to 
he unnecessary. The removal of the buildings formerly on 
tJie land, and the building of a retaining-wall, now in progress 
and which wUl permit of filling out to the new line, will 
make a large addition to the area of this playground. The 
new locker and sanitary building adds much to the usefulness 
of tliis playground. 

('oninioii wealth play if n mud, located on the filled land 
belonging to the Cotiiiiioawt'altli at South Boston, has been 
put in charge of tlie Board by the City Council, and we hnve 
built there a small sanitary building and put the playground 
in good condition for use. The uncertain tenure under 
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wlikh the City has this playground pierents the Board from 

considering further construction work here. 

The part of Columbia road remaining uiiiinished east of 
the bridge over the Old Colony Railroad has been pnictically 
couipletcfl. This is the last of the work which tlie Street 
Department was autliorized to do under the Parkway Act of 
1897. The opening of tliis road throughout its entire length 
from Franklin Park to Marine Park adds a little more than 
four miles to the parkways now under control of the Board, 
and unites the urban and Marine Park systems, making a 
continuous park drive of about twelve miles. 

The retention of Fort Independence by the United States 
Government still postpones provision for proper shelter and 
conveniences for the public on Castle Island. This delay 
in turning over the fort to this department has been due to 
the storage in the fort of submarine muiujg property, which 
is awaiting accomniuJations to be provided elsewhere. We 
are constantly urging the War Department to remove this 
property so tliat the control of these buildings shall pass to 
our hands, as was contemplated by the resolve of Congress 
placing the island under the control of the City as part of its 
park system. 

The Street Department» under authority of the Charles 
River Basin Act of 1908, has completed the new foul-flow 
conduit in the Fens and reboilt the seven-foot Stony brook 
conduit, througli which the water of Stony brook now finds 
access to Charles river. This relieves tiie Fens from the 
contamination to which it has long been subject from tliis 
source. The dredgmg of the Fens' basin, provided for in 
the act i-eferred to, has also been completed in the upper 
basin. 

Chapter 89 of the acts of 1905 authorized the Board to 
exchange land with the Museum of Fine Arts and to enter 
into an agreement with it for relocating and reconstructing 
the Huntington avenue entrance, upon the southerly side 
of which the new Art Museum is to be built. Mutual con* 
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veyances of the lands in question were accordingly made, by 
which the City conveyed to the Art Museum 22,481 square 
feet of Umd adjoining the MuHrum sit-e, receiving from its 
Trustees a deed for 34,559 square feet of land in exciiange. 
We also conveyed to the Museum, for tlie consideration of 
twentjr-three thousaQd dollars, 9,676 si^uard feet of land on 
the opposite side of the Huntington avenue entrance* and 
made an agreement with the Trustees, for the above-named 
consideration, for them to reoonstniot the entrance and the 
parts of the Fens in the vicinily of the entrance which required 
reamngement. These changes will give a better shaped lot 
for tiie new Art Museum, and are also to the public adTsntage 
in improTing the park lines. 

Commonwealth avenue from Beacon street to the Newton 
boundary line was, late in the year, placed in charge of this 
Department by the City C'ouncil. The roadways are very 
much worn and need resurfacing, for which work we sliali 
require an appropriation, as well as for loam and trees, which 
are now much needed. The poor condition of the roadways 
is partly due to automobiles and the liigh speed at which they 
have been run. This addition of 9.3 miles of roadway, giving 
us forty-two miles of macadamized roads which can only be 
maintained in good condition by frequent rolling with a heavy 
roller and judicious watering, will necessitate a further addi- 
tion to the number of steam rollers and water carts in use by 
the department, and will make a considerable increase in our 
expenditures for maintenance. 

We regret to be obliged to state th.it^ under the present 
inadequate appropriations for maintenance, the general 
quality of the upl erp of our parks and phiygrounds is deteri- 
orating. A certain amount of new work is given to the 
department each year, to meet which insufficient or no pro- 
vision is made. The result is that many of our roads are 
worn to the foundations and are in need of heavy repairs, and 
our trees and shrubs show the lack of good cultivatioa* 
This deficiency in the appropriations is very much to be 



Digitized by Gopgle 



8 



regretted, most of all for the sake of the trees, on whose 
health and proper growth depends so much the heautj and 
value of Boston's parks and plaj grounds. 

Hespectf oily submitted, 

Chaklks E. Stratton, 

Lab AN Pratt, 

James M. Peendergast, 

BosTOH, January 31, liK>6. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



To Charles E. Stratton, Laban Pratt aud Ja^ies 
M, Pbe^deroast, C(»nmis$ianer$ : 

Gentleicem:, — I hetewi^ submit a report of the work 
peiformed under the diiection of your Board during the year 
ending January 81, 1906. 

FsLASKidn Park. 

The improTement in the woodlands generally throughout 
the department heoomes more noticeable with each eeaeon. 
Our work in Uiinning out oyerciowding or worthleee growth, 
and the cutting off of dead and diseased limbs, shows its 

good results in the feathering out of tlie trees and the more 
vigofou;3 undergrowth of imtive slirubs and herbaceous 
phmts, strengthened by our letting in light and air. 
Another factor in the improvement of these woodlands has 
been the mulcliing of the surface with loum where the soil 
covering was found to be thin or poor in quality. We have 
done considerable of this work, yet much remains to be done. 
Many of the old woodlands in Franklin Park are situated 
on rocky slopes with a light covering of loam for their sup- 
port Additions of loam (for which we need additional 
appropriations) to trees growing under such conditions would 
materially increase their growth and beauty. 

During the past fall and winter extensive preparations 
were made for spring planting, a large number of iioles 
being carefully prepared along the Canterburj'-street border 
for young oaks. On Juniper hill ground was prepared for 
planting oaks aud jumpers, and preparatious were made along 
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tbe face of the slope of Scarboro hill for planting thorns, 

dogwood and other large-growing shrubbery. AmiMgenienU 
for this sort of phuiling were also made on the edge of the 
young plantations on the opposite slope of the hill, along the 
Cirruit Drive. The material for tliis work is all at hand in 
tbe nurseries of the depoxtmeut. Ground was prepared hist 
spring io the Wilderness for a oolony of mountain laurels. 
The plants were collected from native stock, which had been 
onltiyated in tbe department nurseries for four years, and 
were in fine condition. The planting forms an irregular 
grouping along tbe road and bridle-path in the Wilderness, 
and promises, in a little time, to be a very pleasing feature. 
The young tree plantations are generally in good condition. 
Much better groutli, however, would accrue each year did 
our means permit of a higher degree of cultivation. 

Smol^e conditions are becoming more serious with each 
season. Evergreens especially sliow tlie effect very markedly. 
At the present rate of increase of smoke pollution in the 
atmosphere a very few years will see the end of evergreen 
oonifers in our parks, except as stunted, blackened specimens. 
Therefore the planting of conifers for permanent effect would 
seem to be unwise. 

Efforts have been made for the past two seasons to breed 
pheasants in tbe park, by using domestic bens as brooders. 
Last year about fifty were carried through until fall, enough 
of which still remahi to interest visitors to the park. 
Qnail, too, are protected and fed in winter, and are fairly 
plentiful in the Arboretum and in Franklin Park. 

AbJKIOLD AltllORETUM, THE AliliORWAY A^D JAMAICA WAY. 

Except the ordinary work of maintenance, no work of im- 
portance was done in the Arboretum. Along tbe Arborway, 
Jamaicaway and Riyerway a heavy thinning out of large 
shrubs was made. These were principally cornels and vibur- 
nums, which encroached, by overhanging growth, on roads 
and paths. 
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Olmsted Pabk. 

In 01mst€*d Park little was required outside of the work 
of maintenaiU'C. As in the Riverway, tlie n inark:i])le growth 
of the tree and shrubbery plantations called for a large 
amount of thinning ouL 

The Fens. 

The work of the bewer Department in the Fens, togetlier 
with the changes conse(}uent ou tlie new nlii^nimnt of the 
property of the Museum of Fine Arts, and llit^ filling in of 
the new Fens' playground, made this part of the park system 
anything but an agreeable place during the past season. The 
Fenway driye and adjoining planting spaces over the conduit 
were restored, and some planting was done. Work is now 
in progress on .the grading near the Museum grounds and 
gatehouses, with the prospect that the greater portion of this 
ground will be ready for planting in the spring. 

The work of filling tlie new Fens' playground is still in 
pi wgress« the material being mostly received ftom the Sani- 
tary Department. At the present rate of progress the filling 
will not Ije conii)lt'tiid until the end of summer. 

The pumping of sewage from the bottom of the Fens' pond 
by the Sewer Department is not yet completed. 

Commonwealth Avenue. 

The yoimg elms planted in tiie spring of 1904, between 
Dartmouth street and Brookline avenue, have made an excel- 
lent growth. 

Chablesbank. 

The eoDstraction work of tihe Charles River Basm Com- 
mission has Inteifered sorely with the comfort and convenience 
of those using this recreation ground. However, t he mai L^inul 
conduit along Cliarles street is now completed, auu the work 
of restoration of the surface can be undertaken. 
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The gymnasiums were as "nsual well patronized. In the 
men*s outdoor gymnasium classes for boys and young men 
were conducted, as in the past The report of the Massachu- 
setts Emeigency and Hygiene Association, giving sn account 
of the work done in the women*8 and children's gymnasium, 
iRdll be found elsewhere in this report 

Wood Island Park. 

The trees at this attzactiye resort continue to make 
excellent growth. In consequence, the slopes, which six 
or seven years ago were bare and wind-swept> now give a 
pleasant shade to the many thousands who visit the park 
during the season. The success attendixig the efforts to es- 
tablish tree growth on Wood Island demonstrates clearly 
that the islands in the harbor could be much enhanced in 
beiiULy were sueli portions a.s could be devoted to the purpose 
planted witli suitable trees. 

The <4jiiiiia8ium, also tlie t^^mis, baseball and cricket 
grounds were well patronized during the summer setkson. 
As usual, the gymnasium and baseball grounds were flooded 
in winter for skating. 

Ghablbstowic Heights. 

Only the ordinary work of maintenance was required here. 

MaBINE PaKK A^D ST£A2iOWAY. 

During the hot weather Bfarine Park and Castle Island 
are the most popular portions of Boston's system of parks. 
On the bridge or pier promenades, on the soft turf under the 
walls of Fort Independence, or under the fine old horsechest- 

nuts and elms of Castle Island, a cooling breeze can always be 
found. The harbor views, also, are attractive. Many thou- 
sands enjoy these advantages on fine Sundays and liolidays. 

The Strandway diive is now completed, making a continu- 
ous drive on well-kept parkways from Marine Paik to the 
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Public Garden, a distance of twelve and one-half miles, pass- 
ing OD the way through Franklin Park, by the Arnold Arbore- 
tum, through Oltiisted Park, tlie Riverway and the Fens. 

The portion of the Strandway lying between Kewman 
street and the railroad bridge it not yet planted. The ground, 
howeTer, is prepared and planting will be commenced with 
the opening of spring. This planting, with the learning of 
the railroad slopes and the grading between the walk and the 
beach, was not done by the Street Department as part of the 
Strandway construction. An a[>propriation is needed for 
this work, also for tlie erection of a fence on the loam space 
extending through the section where it is impossible other- 
wise t-o protect tlie trees and shrubbery. 

Filling is still being received opposite Newman street. A 
large part of the newly filled area is now le?elled and is nst d 
as a playground. This area could be somewhat enlarged 
were an appropriation made for the removal of the bam and 
the establishment of an administrative yard on a lot nearby, 
owned by your department. 

Chestnut Hill Park. 

The dwelling-house and barn fronting on Cominonwc.ilth 
avenue have been sold and removed, the cellars filled up, and 
some grading done. From lack of an appropriation, no work 
has been done toward the development of the land last pur- 
chased for the planting of a screen belt. 

Large crowds frequent Chestnut Hill Park on Sundays* 
Tennis, football and baseball fields are furnished on ^e 
playground and many enjoj tiie sports. 

Franklin Field. 
Talbot and Blue Hill Avenues. 
(77 Aer€9,) 

Franklin Field, with its forty acres of level field, offers 
great advantages for sport and is the most popular of the 
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department's plajgrounds. It cannot be termed a local 
playground; it is a meeting place for contestants in athletic 
sports from eyerj part of Boston and the snnonnding towns. 
Eighteen or twenty haseball games between regularly or^ 
ganized dnbs are freqnendy played on a Saturday afternoon. 
Three cricket creases and nineteen tennis courts are also 
furnished and are much in demand. 

The seyen or eight acres which were plowed, levelled and 
seeded last spring, although used during the sumaier, have a 
fairly goud sod considering the adverse conditions. Anotlier 
area, of about the same size, of the roughest part of the 
ground, wius turned under by the plow in the fall and will be 
levelled and seeded next apring. An enlargement of the 
levelled ground is much needed. A laige piece of the ' 
nursery will be cleared next spring. An appropriation, 
however, will be required to get it into suitable condition for 
play. A building, too, is much needed to serve for sanitary 
and locker accommodations. At present the players have no 
facilities for changing or for safe-storing their clothing. 
An appropiiation for the above-mentioned purposes Is much 
needed. The field, as usual, was flooded and used for 
' skating last winter. 



Chbistophsr Gibson Platgrouhd. 

Dorchester AveQue and Park Street. 

A portion of this playground is furnished with simple ap- 
, paratus for the use of the children. A female teacher is in 
charge, and the results have been very satisfactory. Tennis 
and baseball are popular features of the playground. In the 
winter a part of the ground is flooded for skating. No work, 
other than that of maintenance, has been done during the 
past season. 
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Savot Hill Beach. 

Sptlflgdale Streeti DorohMter. 
(18jB Aera,) 

There is need of further extension of faciUiies for bathers 

at this popular resort. We now have eighty-five closets for 
men and womeu and two hundred and ten clothing lockers 
for boys. To relieve overcrowding, plans are in preparation 
by your departiaeni for the erection of a building to contain 
five hundred and forty-eight lockers for men. This will en- 
able us to turn over the old building of eighty-five closets to 
the exclusive ii«e of women. The beach is in need of sand. 
An appropnatiou for this purpose is desirable. Skating was 
provided at this playground during the past winter. 

Nbponset Playground. 

Neponset Avonue. 

This is a convenient and popular playground for Imseball 
games. A playground for children was established here two 
seasons ago. Swings, teeter-boards, tilting-ladders and other 
simple apparatus were installed, and this part of the play- 
ground was placed in cbaige of a female teacher. 

An appropriation is needed for the purchase of loam for 
leyelling the inequalities of the maish, as the levelled portion 
is now too small for the demand for baseball diamonds, and 
preparations for utilizing more of the marsh should be ntade. 
A good area of ice for winter skating is provided at this 
playground. 

Mystjc Playground. 
Chelaea Street and Mystic Biver. 

No work was performed on this playground, except the 
usual caxe of the grounds, which contain a children's comer, 
with apparatus, under the care of a teacher. A baseball dia* 
mond is also maintained. 
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ROOBRS Pabk. 

Lake and Foster Sla««ti, 

(6^ Acrei.) 

* 

An appropriation is leqaiied to place the brook, whicli 
runs across the lower end of Rogers Park, nndeigronnd. 
This -will permit of the enlargement of the leyelled area for 

play, which is a work much needed. It would also be desirable 

to prepare the ground and to plant trees on the bouudiiries of 
the playground. A dam w as |)laced across the outlet of the 
brook last fall, and a skatiug pond made. 

North Brighton FiiAYGROUia). 
Western Aveiiiie and Harrard Street. 

(^14 Acres,') 

An extension of tlie graded area of this playground, to 
meet the growing demand for ball diamonds, is desirable, and 
an appropriation for the purchase of loara, to fill up the 
Inequalities of the meadow lands, is required. Trees should 
be planted on the boundaries of the playground without 
unnecessary delay. Tliis will require an additional appro- 
priation for the preparation of the ground. The playground 
is flooded for skating. 

B1LLIV68 FiBLa 

La Grange Street, near Centre Street, West Roxbury. 

(ii Acres.) 

No work except that of maintenance was done at this 
playground during the past season. Another large sink has 
. developed in the centre of the playground. This is caused 
by the shifting of the boggy subsoil, over which the original 
filling was placed. Tennis, baseball and football are the 
favorite summer games; in winter the ball field is flooded 
for skating. Shelter and sanitary accouuuodatious are 
needed. 
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ROBUMDALB PLAYOSOUITO. 

South Walter and Robert Streeta. 
(.17 Acre$.) 

About one hundred linear feet of bleacher* have been 
erected in this plajgroimd. A shelter and aanitaiy btiilding 
are needed. The playground is veiy much need, the enmmer 
games being tennis and baseball; in winter the field is flooded 

for skating. 

Columbus-avenue Playground. 

Here the GiYic League bears the expense of kindergarten 
and athletic instructors, and also of a teacher in gardening 
work. Provision is made for baseball games, while for boys 

and small children separate enclosures are provided, in 
whiL'h gymnastic apparatus, sand-boxes, etc., are iiisialled ior 
their use, and many little gardeijs are cultivated. The 
grounds are Hooded lor skating in winter. 

PfimOX-STBlBBT PlATOBOUVD. 
Prince and North Bennet Streeta. 

(0.4- Acre,') 

This playground, located in one of the most cong^ted 
districts, contains teeter-boards, swings, tiliing-laddeis, etc., 
with a female teacher in charge. This all too little play- 
ground is very much appreciated by the children of the dis- 
trict in which it is located. 

1 IRST-STBEET PLAYGROUND. 

Comer of M Street, South Boston. 

The frame v>oik of tlie out-door gyninasium was set up 
during the past season ; an appropriation is needed to com- 
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plete its equipment. Tlie grounds, as nsnal^ were flooded 
in the winter for skating. 

Fellows-street Playoround. 

iTelluws arid Hunnemau Streets, 

This playground required only the usual work of main- 
tenance during the past season. It is equipped with simple 

gymnaiitiu appaiatus for children, a female teacher being in 
charge. A sanitary building is needed. 

C0XTAQ£-8TB££X i^LAYGEOUND. 
Near ICaTerlek Street, East Boetoii. 
(S^S Aere$.y 

This playground is much used for baseball, and is flooded 
in winter for skating. The pressing needs are fencing and 
sanitary accommodations. 

FoEBST Hills and Mt. Hopb Playground. 

Between Washington and Florenee Streets. 

(9£ Acres.) 

The drainage of this playground has been much improved 
by deepening the brook and running a series of tile drains 
through the lowest parts of tiie grounds. WhUe the field is 
in fairly good condition and space can be found for at lesst 
three diamonds, an appropriation for grading would largely in- 
crease its usefulness. Sanitary accomodations, too, are needed. 

Mabcella-stbeet Playobound. 
Maroells sod Bltcbie Stieets. 
0^ Acret,') 

During the past season a contract was made for the re- 
moval o£ the old "Home" building and the erection of a 
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sinituy and locker building. The aanitarlM are completed 
and an now in regular use. The lockers, howeyer, are not 
jet oonstrocted. To oyercome the steep grade of the play- 
ground a retaming-wall, with return wings, was built at the 

lower end adjoining the yard of the Cit\' Sanitary Depart- 
ment, and llie ciiliie playground was graded to an averai^e 
pitch of 27 inches per 100 feet. The gnidiiiji; is now 
nearly completed. The result is very satiafactory, the new 
grade being easy and no obbtaeie to good play, while, at the 
same time, a large amount of useless space has been made 
ayaiiable. This playground is in a populous locality and 
cannot fail to be of great benefit to a laxge number. 

RAKDOLPH-aXSEBT PlAYQBOUND. 
Albany and Baodolpb Streets. 

(2,8 Acres.) 

This playground ia located in a populous district and con- 
tains facilities for ball playing. Children's gardens border it on 
three sides. These gardens are protected from flying balls 
by lygh ezpanded-metal fencing, and from wandering dogs 
and careless feet, on the street side, by low pipe fences, the 
panels of which are filled with woven wire. Sanitary ac- 
commodations were provided during the past season. A 
ciiildreu's corner, proviiled with simple apparatus, occupies 
one corner of the playground. This is supervised by a female 
teacher. The grouuds are Hooded m wmter for skating. 

COMMOinF£ALia PlAYGROXTKD. 

This playground, the fee of which is In the Commonwealth, 
recently put in our charge, has accommodations for fiye base- 
ball diamonds. It has also a comer well adapted for a 

children's playground. Sanitary accoininodations for men 
Lave been provided during the piist season. The grounds 
are suitable for arrangements for flooding in winter for 
skating. 
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Spobts. 

On account of the mildness of the piist winter, there was 
not much opportunity for skatLng, tobogganing and curling. 
There was a slight falling off in golf attendance during the 
season, the number being 28,000 against 32,000 of last year. 
Tennis was very popular. Baseball, as usual, took the lead ; 
of all sports it seems to be t!^e favorite and to retain its hold 
the longest. The demand for football grounds was greater 
than ever before. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. Pettigrew, 

Superintendent. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS EMERGENCY AND HYGIENE ASSO- 
CIATION IN CHAKGE OF THE WOMEN'S AND 
CHILDREN'S DIVISION AT GHARLESBANK. 



Boarov, Jaaoaiy 17, 1906, 
9b ih0 Board qf Park OommUtioMn : 

QmrrtiBoSBSt, — Our report for this, the fifteenth year of otir 

superintendence at Charlesbank, presents no new features of 
special value. The everyday occurrences among the women 
and children, wlio pass so many of their houiB at the lodge, 
on the careen or in the gymnjisium, tliough of interest to us, 
have aot sui&oient importance for a public record. Yet it is 
in the maoagement of such triyiai incidents that we find en- 
oonnigement for the friendly supervision we give. 

The numhers in attendance haye heen snrprisingly good 
when the inconveniences connected with reaching the lodge 
are remembered. Before another season it is expected that 
they will be done away with by the completion of the bridge 
and the laying of the big sewer, when the place again will be 
in order. 

^liss Cutler, the superintendent, was assisted through the 
summer by Miss Mary J. Price, who won the love of the 
children, interested them in their games and was skilful as 
jeacher of gymnastics. 

With the closing of the autumn work in October, Miss 
Cutler's resignation, which was tendered several months pre- 
viously, took effect She has been the devoted, efScient, wise 
superintendent for many years, giving a personal attention to 
the children that greatly benefited their health and their 
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character. Her sincerity enforced the value of her discipline, 
while her cordiality made the children feel at ease with her. 
She has left to fihe lodge the many books she had collected 
as reading matter for the women and girls, also numerous 

games, scrap and picture books* 

Owing to the difficulty of access, the eyening classes haye 

been discontinued for the winter. The lodge, however, with 
its big upper playroom, is open every afternoon for several 
houis, and in the autumn and spring there is much time 
which the children can spend on the playground. Miss 
Emma A. Phelps, who so often has acted as vacation super- 
intendent, is in sole charge of this daily afternoon care of the 
children. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kate Gaknbit Wsllb, 
Anna Phillips Williams. 

For the Committee-. 
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BxpMidltiirM oo AiODOimt of Ltmd and GonstnicCI 



Boadfl and 
Walks. 



Drainage. 



Th« Fens 

Olmtted Ftak. 

ikribonrBj 

Ftanklin Park 

Golnmbi* Boad. 

Stnadiray 

Wood Island Park 

CharlMtown Flaygioiiiid 

Fnnklla Field 

Mystic Fiaygrouiul 

ColomboMTenu* Flajground.. 

Athmont Plajgroimd 

Kogers Tark 

Baadolph-street Flajgroimd... 
ComnioDW««lth Playgroiind.. . . 

PlaygroundB 

Maroella-Atreet Plajgroand .... 



m 00 

116 00 



S,m 23 



6 00 



684 OS 



$24 00 



20o 07 
84 65 
221 81 

90 SO 



84 86 
29 10 



mi S7 



1 60 



4,120 01 



Totals 04,700 15 $103 15 | 07,344 00 $0 C 



* TbU amount was expended bj Street Department, being proporti 
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km Febmary 1, 1905* to January 31, 1906. 



' 

1 


Wat<>r 
Supply. 


BolMliig*. 


Gymnasium 
Apparatus 

and Fences. 


Walls. 


Landaad 












$910 12 




$1,003 12 
116 00 

* 

TO 76 

262 67 












170 75 












m 19 




139 38 








^ 










«3,861 23 
18,681 60 

440 98 








# 




•18,681 00 


' 411 96 














6317 06 






2,720 86 
684 98 

208 73 


[ 










I 






2 66 






I 






6t604 48 




6,529 03 

00 80 

4,727 16 
1,604 77 

8 00 

10,616 49 




























4,299 16 
1,067 64 


387 16 
66 61 








160 06 










8 00 




90 00 


2,763 09 


28 25 


3,608 74 






mb 92 


$140 06 


$8,189 26 


$801 74 


$10,018 34 


$12,683 00 


$44,780 70 



wajr loAu, issued as Public Park loan, under Chap. 31i<, Acta of 18»7. 
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BxpeadltarM oa Account of Malate 



Walka. 



Commonwealth ATenue 

The Feia% 

BWerwfty 

Olmsted I'ark,. 

Arborway 

Arnold Arboretum 

West Koxhurv ParkwEj 

franklin Park 

Oolnmbte Road 

Strand way 

Marine Park ,. 

Wood bland Park 

Charlosbaiik 

Charlestown Heights 

Charlestown Playground 

DorcliesItT ruik 

Fraokliu Field 

Copp's HfU Terraces 

Chostuiit Jlill I'ark 

North Brighton Playground 

Nepon«et Playground 

BillinfjB Fluid 

First-street Playground 

Prince-street Playproiind 

Mystic lMuy};^roun(l 

Fellows-street Flaygrourid 

Christopher Oibson Playground... 

C o 1 u 111 h M s u \ u e Playground 

Asluuunt Playground 

Savin Hill Playground 

Koslindalo IMay^^iouiid 

F^orest 11) 11^ Playground 

Rogers Park 

( >ak S(j\ia: 

Cotlago-struct Playgrouud, Ward 2. 

Randolph-street Playground 

M !tr c<' 1 1 a- s t r e e t Playground 

Office KxjM'ti^o 

Commou wealth Park 

Misoellaneous 



114, OOC 'J4 

0,4^1 m 

1,1T6 88 
4,139 76 



6,043 48 

1.122 17 
1,081 10 
87 50 



472 Hi 



1,242 eo 



$1,411 04 

868 24 

f)75 TJ 

886 59 



1 



1,324 94 
276 91 

i»2 5r> 

1.861 84 
189 67 

1<)S ;:7 

76 72 
2 00 



r>4 42 
25 50 
16 00 

2 00 

10 n 



85 ^ '0 
7 86 
20 00 
37 66 



8 00 



11 25 
8 25 



$62,403 68 



17,649 56 



$4.S85 72 
9,420 75 
6.606 78 

4,4iMi 94 



('24 
32,749 
1,721 
2,098 
4,209 
8,227 

1,744 
971 

I.2.V. 
4,111 
872 

4,:j74 
614 
714 

soo 

6ti8 
620 

;;.s4 

695 

4.61<S 
(^6 
860 

790 
1,207 
24 

590 
1,024 
1,520 



86 

Ot 

bO 

97 

■>-i 

43 

28 

If) 

71 

75 

{'>:\ 

60 

06 

71 

tt2 

78 

93 
24 

ii 
63 
74 
20 
02 
(iT 
85 
59 
94 



88 73 



$116,21979 
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1, 1908, to JanMfy ai, 1906. 



r 


f 

G«Aenl 
Wort. 


Sbeep and 
Fowl. 


BktMLg. 


Mea't 

OymiiMlnin. 


Women's 

and 
Cblldrcn's 
tiymnaitnin. 


OIBce 
ExpenM. 


Totola. 




f.SGS 30 
Sis 55 
394 01 
485 17 
6oO 00 
888 80 












$20,759 20 
17,363 30 
14,815 92 
22,370 26 
9,004 00 
5,888 08 

942 42 
66,000 94 
7,042 27 
5,099 99 
8,837 02 
7,066 26 
8,958 38 
2,468 52 
1,436 77 
1,276 43 
8,038 79 

372 75 
5,871 74 
1,249 34 
1,880 27 

928 14 
1,982 29 

807 41 

777 97 

063 63 
1,078 61 
6,180 32 

711 16 
1,06] 84 

843 62 
1,120 25 
1.230 91 
24 67 

026 26 
1.949 54 
1,990 98 
0,795 07 
40 23 
2,321 38 




667 79 








.... .... 










386 15 


f701 95 






































024 60 


760 88 


386 72 


















360 00 
416 20 

350 00 
411 92 




611 23 




















425 50 42 797 .54 








79 71 


3,175 09 


$1,532 15 
















888 77 
19 28 
1,446 04 
























1,860 60 






































609 24 
06 82 
125 43 
808 81 








2 00 






166 06 




















4 00 












24 n ('.'i 

861 61 
298 74 
226 47 
106 62 




























208 00 






101 67 
80 16 
26 04 

210 71 
196 78 














































3S9 06 
















88 20 




















63 50 






278 01 
888 00 












187 64 




























$9,706 07 








1 60 








2,321 83 






















1,188 04 


$7,194 07 


68,648 48 


06,88806 


16,880 88 


$8,771 18 


$0,706 07 


$241,540 16 
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INCOME. 

BSCEIPTS. 

Balance from last year $1,826 18 

B«eeiT«d for 1»1m» . . ' . 4,1T4 66 
BeeelT«d from nata, mie of buildinga, wool, 

sheop, gcMS, wood, etc S,S6S 81 

PATMBVTB. 

Appropriation Park Department *. . . $5,748 01 

Income carried to General Citj Inoozne • • 2,419 42 

Sinking Fund 993 77 

Balance on band, January 81, 1906 ... 201 d6 



$9,363 05 



19,868 06 



Fark Betterments Collected by City Collector, 
to February 1, 1906* 





Aaietdin'ts 




N«t 








Outatand- 




comniUud 

to 

Collector. 


Abated. 




CoUeotad. 




Public Park, Baek Bay. ... 


$414,^ M 


$144JflB9S 


$000^404 




|n0b4ft4 


07 








tt.<l«BO 


10.8M 


« 


10,000 


00 








IHiOOOOII 


10,018 


04 


10.008 


84 






n,7IBB QD 


00,I10 00 


io,m 


00 


8,100 


00 


$t,10J 00 


•* Hnddf BiT«r... 


106,91100 


9jm» 




70 


00,016 


7ft 


040000 


** WiMtJBoxbiiry.. 


161.107 00 


111,^00 


«B,4C0 


00 


31.700 


00 


8,088 00 




».?U00 


0,005 04 


0,007 


40 


0,927 


74 


700 70 




$926,758 00 


S5'>9.546 98 


03»7,'i06 


02 


#88S.M4 


SO 


013,661 72 



Public Park and Playsronnd Debt. 

Liabilitiea. 

Total loaua outstanding, January 31, 1906 . . . $16,073,410 98 



Beoottreeo. 
Sinking Fond, January 81, 1906 



6,664,417 86 



Net Debt, Jannary 31, 1906 $10,408,993 13 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS. 

COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



Hon. Johk F, Fiizosbaxd^ 

Maifor qf th§ CU^ qf Botion: 

Sir, — Little has been done during the year outside of the 
ordinary park and playground maintenance. The only addi- 
tion to the park area is 4,422 square feet of rocky ledge on 
the westerly boandary of Franiiim Taik, the whole ledge 
now beiuig withm the park lines. 

Tba work of adapting the new lines of the lluutiugton- 
ayenue entrance and the Art Museum lot to the roads aud 
leservataons of the Fens, which ms widflr way last year» was 
oompleted in October. This reconstriiction was done nnder 
an agieement with the Thistees of the Ait Museum, wherehy 
the ohanges were made by them, without expmae to the oitj. 

The advent of the gypsy and biown-tail moths has added 
a good deal to the labor and responsihilitj of the depart- 
ment. These pests have spread to such an extent ttiat no 
pari of Llie city is now free from Llieiii, Theii' destructive 
powers are so great that, unless repressive measures are 
steadily maintained, they are, where infestations occur, capa- 
ble of destroying all tree life in two or tlnee years. 

These insects are of foreign origin, and they increase at a 
tiemendoas rate when transplanted into new fields. In the 
oonntries from which these moths have been introduced they 
are held in check by parasitical insects, so that their rayages 
are not so noticeable as those of the tent caterpOIar here. 
The authorities of the State axe now importing parasites that 
prey upon the moths, in the effort to restore NatureV balance 
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in the most practical way. Until this is accomplished the 
trees of the city can only be saved from destruction by 
spraying their foliage with poisonous solutions in summer 
and desttoying the nests and eggs of the moths in winter. 
These measures have been diligently employed in tiie Park 
D^rtment, and as a result no appreciable damage baa been 
done by the moths on the territory under our control. 

The dost nuisance has been greatly increased since auto- 
mobile trarel has become so popular. In the effort to combat 
this, an emulsion of crude petroleum was applied last season 
to about twelve miles of roadway. The experiment proved 
successful, in that tlie dust wa^ laid perfectly on the roads 
treated, for two months, at a cost little exceeding that of 
watering. 

The method employed has disclosed other advantages in 
its favor: the dust was laid both night and day, a soft brown 
color was imparted to the road, the road surface was made 
more elastic and pleasanter to travel upon, and a saving in 
the wear and tear of the roads was noticeable. We are now 
extending its use, believing that it will be much more effi- 
cient than ordinary watering, and but little more ezpenslye. 
We have received but little complaint of the smell, and we 
are sure that the public considers it preferable to the dust. 

Playground extension is one of the most important parts 
of the work of this department, and we are glad to be able 
to report the addition to our list of playgrounds of one in the 
Fens of twelve and one-half acres. This playground lias 
been made at little cost by fillinnr a part of the Fens basin 
and raising the grade of the adjoining salt meadows. An 
appropriation for some needed fencing and grading will make 
it available for winter skating as well as for summer games. 
The playground is being used now, although it is still in the 
rough. It will serve as a convenient playground for Wards 
10, 18 and 19. 

Roxbuiy and Jamaica Plain are the districts at present 
most in need of playgrounds of the larger sues, where boys 
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and young men can play baseball. A greater need, however, 
is for small neighborhood playgrounds for children. Large 
hoys and yoong men can, on their wheels or at small cost, 
reach more distant playgionnds, while children can at most 
go only a Uock or two away from home. Small playgrounds 
of half an acre or leas, wdl placed thxongh the more pc^u- 
loQS parts of the city, under the charge of snitalde female 
instnictois, wonld greatly supplement school work in the 
education of the young. 

Franklin Field, although it has forty acres of levelled 
ground suitable for play, is now too bmall for the demand 
made upon it on Saturday afternoons and holidays. It lacks, 
too, entirely in locker and shelter accommodation. The 
remaining thirty-four acres of the field should now be graded 
and a locker building erected to meet the increasing demand 
for its use. 

Franklin Field, as a playground, is a grand success. Its 
use is not confined to the residents of any particular district» 
but it is constantly used by residents of all sections. 

No better use of city funds can be made than for the 
purchase of new playgrounds, and no citizen of Boston can 
make a better gift to his feUow citizens or one of more 
enduring value to many generations than a playground. 

The operations of the department in detail for the year 
are shown in the subjoined report of our valued Superin- 
tendent. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

Chables E. Stbation, 
Jambs M. PBurDBBOASi, 

DASnSL H. GOAKLKT, 

Cmmniuum/tm, 

Bosfov, JamiaTy SI, 1907. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



To GHABUm E. SVBATTOSf JaMSB M. PbUNDBBOASI A3SD 

Danibl H. GoAKUETt ChmmUiwurt: 

Gentlemen, — I herewith submit a report of the work 
performed under the direction of your board during the 
year 1906. 

Franklin Park. 

To meet the increasing needs of the department the old 
blacksmith's ahop at the seryice yard was equipped as a 
stable for ten lunsss. Offioee for the SupexiDtendeiit, the 
Assktanfe Snpermtendent and the ganeral timekeeper were 
fitted up m tiie upper atoiy of the new storage building. A 
new storeroom* conveniently aiianged for the quiok hand- 
Img of tools and more valuable stores, was made in the 
lower story of the building. These accommodations were 
iiiuuii needed and will greatly facilitate the work of the 
department. New walks were constructed in Long Crouch 
Woods, extending from the corner of WaLnnt avenue and 
Seaver street to a point nearly opposite ]l uml>oldt avenue, 
with two branches, one leadnig to the golf links and the 
other to Seaver street near the proposed site of the sanitary 
building. 

The Fens. 

The changes in the roads, walks, etc., oonsoquent on the 
exchange of land with the Trustees of the Museum of Fine 
Arts, have been completed, with the exception of the plani> 
ing, which will be done in the spring. 

The filling of the Fens* playground has been continued. 
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Tfaii 18 now nearly co mpleted. All saitable material oflPerod is 
being receired for iJie purpose of raising the surface and 
grading it to a basin-like form for flooding i.n winter for skat- 
ing and oLhcr sports. An appropriation is needed for fenc- 
ing and grading, and for a convenient bridge, before the 
playground can be opened for public use. 

GOMMOMWBAI/EH AyKNITB. 

The work of repairing that part of Commonwealth avenue 
between Beacon street and the Newton line, recently placed 
under the care of your department, was commenced early 
last spring. From the grinding of fast automobile travel 
the roadways were in many places reduced to the condition 
of loose stone piles. Four steam rollers were used in the 
work, which was rapidly pushed until one continuous road- 
way between Warren street and the Newton line had been 
completely resurfaced, as also one oontinnoua piece lying be- 
tween Eesex etreet and Brighton ayenue. 

Much work was also done in edging tnrf spaces and in 
a general cleaning up. From lack of means no preparation 
conld be made for planting trees — a yety necessaiy im- 
provement—and lor the same reason road repairing was sus- 
pended. 

Charlbsbakk. 

Tha constnxotion of the marginal conduit by the Charles 
Biver Basin Conmussion baying been completed, your depart- 
ment relaki the walk and did some preliminary grading. A 

general relocation of the crosswalks opposite the abutting 
streets, however, is necessary. Until this can be done and 
tlie Charles-street fence is extended, the work cannot be 
satisfactorily coni|ileted. For the extension of the fence an 
appropriation is needed. 

A report on the work of the women's division, prepared by 
a committee of the Massachusetts Emergency and Hygiene 
Association, will be found elsewhere in this report. 
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Wood Islakd Pabk. 

The trees at this popular outing pliwje continue to grow 
vigforousiy j the shade they now afford is fully appreciated 
by the thoutands who frequent the park. Repairs and an 
cxteiLsidu of the tenniis giuuuds were made here last season. 
The Banitary and locker house is much in nrcl of repairs 
caused by settlements in. the foundations, i^'or this an 
appropriation is needed. 

Athletic work in the gymnasium, skating, teniuB, baseball 
and oricket are popular sports at this park. 

Ohablbstowh Heights. 

Charlestown Heights required only the ordmaiy work of 
niamtenance. 

Marine Park, Castle Island and the Stbandway. 

Marine Park and Castle Island received only the usual 
maintenanoe oare. A steamboat service between the two 
places was conducted on regalar schedule tune. At Castle 
Island landing dredging is required to permit of the use of 
larger boats. 

The loam space between the drive and the street lying 
between Newman street and the raihoad bridge was planted 
last spring ; tliis completed the planting of tlie Strandway. 
Considerable fencing was erected in the planting space near 
Newman street and at the L-street !>athhouse, in the effort 
to stop indiscriminate travel acrogs and thiough the shrub- 
bery. It has been fairly effective, and much less damage is 
now done. 

The work of filling the playground opposite Newman 
stieet has steadily progressed, and a considerable addition to 
the playground has been made thereby. A part of the newly 
filled ground has been graded and equipped with apparatus 
for the use of children. An appropriation is needed for 
fencing the children's playground. Sanitary accommodations 
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are also needed for both sections of the playground ; this may 
be provided in one building. The grounds are Hooded for 
skating in winter and are much used. 

Chestnut Hill Fabk. 

An appropriation is needed for the gzadingf loaming and 
planting of the newly acquired land on the north bonndaiy 
of Chestnut Hill Park. The border of the park is insuffi- 
ciently screened at this point, and delay in planting means 
delay in the execution of the purpose for which the land was 
purchased ; it would be well if provision oonld be made at 
once for doing the work. Of trees and shrubs for planting 
the ground we have abuud.inct' in our nursery. 

On Sundays and holidays Chestnut Hill Park continues to 
be a favorite breathing place for thoiLsands of people who 
come mostly from the crowded tenement districts of the 
city. The ball field and tennis courts* too, are much used. 

Jb'LAjilATIONS. 

The plantations of young trees made generally throughout 
the Park Department during the past nine years have made 
excellent growth. The trees were planted thickly and 
thinned out each winter as growth progressed ; they now 
range from ten to twenty^fire feet in height Although the 
results liave been satisfactory, better results could liave been 
secured hud there been sulHcient funds available for ;i more 
thorough cultivation and fertilization. The many pieces of 
ground prepared during the winter of 1905-00 \vere planted 
last spring, principally with oaks. For general planting in 
the parks the oak is proving to be the most satisfactory and 
adaptable tree; even at Wood Island and Marine parks, 
where we have conditions of the greatest exposure to tiie 
sea, they hold their own equally well with elms, lindens, 
poplars and willows. 

The usual work of cutting out overcrowding and debili* 
tated trees was done. Although this work* has been prose- 
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laiger aoopmmodation, which has heen felt for the past two 
yean. Skating was provided this winter as in the past. A 

needed improvement is the filling of the marsh for a play- 
ground ; aaiid lor the beach is also needed. 

Nbpoiisbt Playground. 

Iffeponsat Avennai 

Neponset playground was used for hasehaU and for 
skating. A children's comer is also established in charge of 
a female teacher. This playground needs filling for extend* 

ing the usable area. 

Mystic Plavgkound. 
Cbelaea Street and Mystic River. 

In Mystic playground the children's comer, in ohaige of a 
female teacher, is popular, and so is tiie baseball diamond* 
Sanitary acconunodations axe needed here. 

Rogers Park. 
Lake and Foster Streets. 

Rpgtts Park contains facilities for bsJl playing and a small 
skating area. An appropriation is needed for eazxying a 
small brook under the ground in a conduit, to permit of an 
enlaigement of the area for sports ; planting of the bozders, 
too, should be provided for. Sanitary accommodations aro 
lacking. 

NOBTH BbIOHTON FlATOBOUND. 
WMtem AmonB aad Hanraid StsMt. 

(^14 Acret.) 

A good opportunity is presented here for a fine playground. 
Material is needed for grading the surface, and the borders 
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of the ground k quiif jucparation aud plautuig with trees. 
Fencing would be desirable. At present accommodations are 
provided for ball piajriug, qaoiting and skating. A sanitaiy 
building is needed* 

Billings Field. 
La Grange Street, uoar Centre Street, West Boxburj. 

(11 Acret,) 

During laat winter the settlement in the centre of thii pkty- 
ground was partially filled with ashes by the City Sanitary 
Department. These settlements, due to the underlying peat, 
which yields unequally under the pressure of the filling used 
in grading, interfere materially with ih» full use of the ground. 
More filling and a new system of drainage are necessary to 
correct this. Tennis, baseball, football and skating are the 
sports provided at this playground. 

A vacated police station, facing Centre street, has been 
turned over to the Park Department, in which it would be desir- 
able toinstali sanitary accommodations, which are much needed. 

ROSLINDALE PLATOROUTO. 

Soutii Walter and Pu>b&rt btroets. 

0.7 Acret.) 

This playground furnishes aooomuKMiations for baseball, 
tennis, football and skating. A sanitaiy building is needed. 

COLUMBUS-AVENUB PlAYGBOUND. 

(d Aere$.y 

This playground is turned over to the control and direc* 
tion of the Giyio Lesgue, the Park Department maintaining 
the grounds and ioe field. 

PBmCE-STRBET PlATOBOUSD. 
Prinoe and Korth Braoet Streets. 

(04 ii^TS.) 

In tills little playground swings, teeters and other simple 
apparatus are maintained for the children of the extremely 
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populous district in wMoh it is located. A female teacher 
is in ehaige. 

FiBST-STRBBT PULYGBOUND. 
Ooniev of H Street, South Boston. 

From lack of fimds the outdoor gymnasium is not yet 

completed. The sports here include baaeball and football 
and skatiug in winter. 

Fellows-street Tlayground. 
Fellows aud liuuacmaa Streets. 
(P£d Acre,) 

Equipped with apparatus for children, with a female 
teacher in chaige. Sanitaxy accommodations are needed. 

CkyTTA6B-aTBEB!r Platobousd. 
Kear Ma?eilok Street, BMt Boetoa. 
(S»8S Aersi.y 

This playground fitted up for baseball, football, sivaniig 
and quoiting. An appropriation is needed for fenciug and 
for sanitary accommodations. 

Forest Hills and Mt. Hope Playground. 

Between Washington and Florence Streets. 
(9£ Acres.) 

This fine piece of ground, which is in fair condition for 
use^ could be much impioyed hy a little grading. A sani- 
tary building is needed. The playground is equipped with 
three baseball diamonds. 

MAB0SLIiA.-8TBBRC PLATGBOUIVD. 
Oomer Bltehie Street 

(^.5 AereiJ) 

This playground has Ijeeii largfrly used during the past 
season. It contains three basebaU diamonds. The locker 
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room in the Ijuilding has not yet been fitted with lockers. 
A 10-foot expanded metal fence is needed around a portion 
of the grounds to stop driven balls from going over into the 
■treets and adjoining property.^ 

Randoijp H-BTBBffr Playqbouhd. 

Allwiiy and Baadolph Streets. 

This playground is very much used. It contains baseball 
diamonds and a children's corner, where appiU'atus is in- 
stalled for children. A female teacher is in charge. The 
bnUding standing on the grounds when purchased has been 
fitted up for basket-ball, on the lower floor ; its upper floor 
ie now being fitted up lor a children's in-door gymnasium. 

COMMONWBALTH PLAYaBOUKD. 
C, D and Cypher Stteeti, Soath Boiton. 

Filling and grading has been in progress on this play- 
ground during the past season, without, however, interfering 
much with its use by ball players* It is being graded, as is 
our practice in the grading of plajgrounds, in a eauoer form 
to flood for skating in winter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. PSTTIGaEW, 

SupsrinUndmL 



1 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS EMERGENCY AND HYGIENE ASSO- 
CIATION IN CHARGE OP THE WOMEN'S AND 
CHILDliEN'S DIVISION AT CHARLESBANK. 



Bono*, Jsnoary 12, 1907. 

To the Board of Park Commuiionert : 

GEKXLHlfENf — The past year, the sixteenth of our 
SQpenrisioii at Charleabank, has been one of unuaal pleasuie» 
for the hi^pinees and at-home feeling of tiie children has 
been strongly in evidence. Their little bows and courtesies 
on entering and leaTing the classes, their shy friendliness or 
their more boisterous regard has proYsd their affection for 
the city enclosure, which to so many of them is the only 
steady summer resort they know. The more the population 
in that part of Boston h^us chang'ed in nationality tlie plainer 
has become the liygienic dud moral necessity for just such a 
playground as Charlesbank affords. 

The nniiilu r m attendance from April 28 to October 18 
1906, iaciusive, has been 182,650. 1 lu re have been 18 
gymnastic classes for women and 11 for children, the latter 
far outnumbering the former, who, however, came regularly, 
and some of them from long distances. The lessons con- 
sisted of free standing exercises, apparatus work and dancing 
steps, save as the children had gymnastic and other games in* 
stead of apparatus work, which was familiar to them through 
their every-day fun and ezerdse upon the trapezes, parallel 
ban, etc. Relay races, cat and rat, dodge and medicine ball, 
London bridge, ring toss were the favorites as games. 

Given as harmless but encouraging prizes for good 
behavior were worsted balls, skating caps and capes, paper 
dolls, raffia muU, etc., all made by the Su{)ei intendeut and 
her assistants from the chance contributions of friends. 
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The number of batbs taken, though far from what is 
desired, was yet in excess of previous summer seasons, num- 
bering 3,824. A spray bath after all is not as much sport as 
a free public bath in a large Uiiik, buL it may Ije quil« as 
conducive to health when soap is freely added, as at Charles- 
bank. 

The mothers and l>abies constitute an important part of 
Charlesbank population, as they picnic on the grass with 
newspapers for tablecloths, or take magazines outdoors from 
the huge box of reading matter kindly sent by friends. 

We areyeiy fortunate in the Superintendent, Miss Miriam 
Harris, who has sole charge during the summer vacation of 
the publio schools, when Miss Maty Jewett Price is assistant 
superintendent, and on Saturdays in the early sprmg and in 
the autunm, when Miss Emma Phelps has that position. 

During the winter of 1905 and 1906, owing to the 
unfinished condition of the bridge, there were no evening 
cla-Sbc^. Vet each alttJiiiOOii aud ali d;ty on Saturdays the 
big playroom of the Lodge was open for any who sought its 
shelter and amusement, with Miss Phelps m charge. Tliere 
is no limit to the making of puz/les and dissected maps and 
to the capacity for perpetual swinging. Owing to the same 
reasons which operated last year, the Lodge again is open this 
winter, 1906 and 1907, only to the same limited extent. 

But a plajnoom is a &r better resort than a street, and its 
slight co6t of nuuntenance is largely o£GMt by tiie strong 
moial influence aoqubed over the children through the 
presence of the same teachers and friends all the year round. 
We look forward with pleasure to the time when, with 
impTored lighting of the toom, we shall be able to resume the 
evening classes for women. 

. Bespeotfully submitted, 

Kaxb QAJsasnm Weli^ 
Anka Phiujcps WnjJAMS, 

For the CommUUe, 
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Expenditures on Account of Maintenance from 



Paskb. 



Walks. 



Bvlldlvica* 



ComnioQweattih Avenne. . 

The Fens 

Riverway 

Olmsted Park. , 

Arborway 

Arnold Arboretum , 

West Roxburr Parkiray , 

Franklin Park , 

Columbia Road 

Strandway , 

Marine Park 

Wood Island Park 

Charlosbank , 

Trinity Triangle 

Oharteetown fiefghU. . • . 
Charlostowii Playground 

Dorchester Psirk • 

FrankHn Field 

Oopp's Hill Terraces.... 
GbeatDut HiU Park. 



Forth Brigbton Playgro 
Neponset Playground.. . 



and. 



Billings Field. 
Fixtt-etreet Playground 

Princo-Btreet Playground 

Mystio Playground. ; 

FUIowt-straet Playground 

Christopher Gibson Playground.... 

Oolambue^ivenue Playground 

Athmont Playground 

Savin Bill Playground.. 

Roslindale Playground 

Forest Hills Playground 

Rogers Park 

Oak Square 

Cottage-street Playground, Ward 2. 

Randolph-atreet Playf::roTind. 

Marcella-street Playground 

Commonwealth Pane 

Office Expense 

Miscellaneous 



$54,070 19 
10,126 63 
8,003 70 
0,9:i4 29 
6,267 99 
3,751 45 
7 00 
10,096 12 
7,794 27 
3,315 16 
1,85ft 66 
62 65 



146 12 

1^336 16 



$1,560 60 
480 46 
182 64 
626 47 
136 10 
314 05 



4,983 88 
281 40 
239 75 
638 03 
194 00 
2,199 19 
1 25 
824 88 
72 89 



120 27 
1ft 24 
8 00 



10 50 



85 00 
6 60 

10 00 

17 06 
4 00 



4 00 

ift'io' 



861 87 
12 00 
19 74 



f 118,264 18 



#12,762 17 



$5,058 46 
15,484 32 

7,466 88 
16,703 28 

4,866 81 



915 37 
88,012 05 

961 49 
7,542 10 
5,420 55 
3,771 39 
8,866 60 



2,027 40 
1,248 r.o 
1,717 97 
4,109 54 
463 1.'5 
5,4^7 25 
1,104 57 
629 36 
864 57 
980 14 
779 27 
772 08 

670 20 

671 55 
1,983 42 

864 68 
952 68 
661 04 
641 81 

l«4d4 44 
19 60 
599 87 
792 69 

2,422 93 
617 81 



15,3Ga 7b 



#161,607 89 



$926 60 
1,343 93 
2,244 00 



878 97 
12 00 
11,688 03 



1,404 76 
940 86 



64» 04 



1,080 60 



887 01 

V,i4i'ii' 



681 00 

6i880'7i* 



48.*? 82 
673 72 
8 00 



$29,998 64 
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^braary 1, 1906, to January 31 » 1907. 



Sheep and 
Water 
Yowl. 



Skating 
and Otber 



Gjiuuaalum. 



Wotnen'a 
and 
Cblldren's 
QjBlllMlHm. 



omce 
Sxpense. 



f 4i 35 



^2 36 



4» 1« 



I4S4 81 



$2,838 96 



MS 46 



$2,888 90 



1,446 72 



1,092 76 



$8,006 09 



868 48 



1,935 20 



169 41 

51 39 
1,188 48 
88 80 



$144 18 



12,417 17 
8,898 8T 



455 08 
6 39 
811 68 



8,076 68 

'iii'io' 



188 88 

133 90 
140 84 
191 81 



804 88 



18 50 
8 60 

142 52 
212 32 

88 or 

1,31 n SI 
128 07 
4 60 
86 40 



111 SO 

261 31 
887 14 
840 04 
221 70 
22 82 



810 64 

92 83 
1 99 
84 87 



$8^0»88 



88186 



86,118 84 



$4,080 72 



$8»86S 11 



$8,968 11 



>7 
09 



60 

25 



860,689 25 
27.093 73 
16,987 15 
2<i,188 66 
11,260 40 
7,769 14 

63,13;; 

8,977 16 
11 400 54 

8.868 28 
8,603 39 

11,494 74 
1 26 
2,901 82 
1,8.S8 67 
1,724 36 
7,240 

6,893 68 

1.869 08 
1,313 23 

994 91 
8,488 88 
1,040 68 
1,118 8T 

988 88 
1,577 46 
2,235 02 

910 60 
8,838 69 

708 11 

648 81 
1,638 34 
19 50 
1,178 88 
1,66^ 19 
3,018 38 

555 48 
8,953 
15.363 



11 
78 



$840,916 48 
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IMCOKB. 



BSCX1PT8. 

Balance from last year $201 86 

Beoeived for labor 5,812 20 

BeeeiTtd fiom niita, Mto of bolUingB, wool, 

ibMp, gnM, wood, 0(0. 1,660 B8 



17.583 60 



PAYMKNT8. 

Appropriation i'ark Department . . . $6,813 20 

Incomo ouriod to Ginoiftl CItj Ineome . 1,448 4S 

Sinking Fond 2M 80 

Balanoe on litad, Jaanafj 81, 1007 ... 100 01 



Pwfc Bcttorments Collected by City CoHectur, 
to February I, 1907. 





ASHOBHTn'tS 

commlttGd 
to 

Collector. 


Abated. 


Net 


oeueeied. 


OnUUnd- 


Public Park, Back Bay.. ■ . 


f 434,rjOO 00 


•144.m 78 


fS90,4n4 27 


t3i*i,4fk4 -27 






23.M3 00 


V2,«ir) 80 


I0,9i6 -20 


10,!«2« 20 






135,02S 00 


IK, 000 66 


13.02f< Si 


13,0-28 S4 






60,7S9 00 


60,42fi 00 


10,363 00 


8^ 00 


13.107 00 


" Muddy RfTer. . . 


lOS.aT-2 M 


K3,S94 25 


'25.377 75 


23,238 75 


S,18» 00 


WcBtRoxbury. 


IM.lOT fXi 


113,fi:KS 00 


40,44U 0<i 


31,763 00 






9,718 00 


S,OWM 




6jm 74 






08M^7n«0 








OitiMi n 



Public Park and PlaygnHiad Oabt. 

LtdbUiUu. 

Totalloaatontitndlng^ JaimaiySl, 1807 . 010,240,010 86 

BeMmreef. 

Sinking Fond, Janoary 01, 1907 ..... 0,163,038 71 



Net Debt, jMraaiy 81, 1007 010,000,877 Sff 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS. 



COMMISSIONERS* REPORT. 



Hon. Gkoh'je A. Hihrahd, 

Mayor of llw Cily of Boston: 

Sir, — We have striven during the past year to keep the 
standard of maintenance of the parks and playgrounds in a 
manner befitting their high reputations. This has been a 
▼eiy difficult task, and one in which we have not been wholly 
successful, owing to insufficient appropriations. The advance 
of twenly-five cents a day in the pay of our laborers, and the 
increased expenditure caused by the gypsy and brown-tail 
moths and the elm-leaf beetle made serious inroads into our 
funds, so that, despite the fact that we have exercised the 
utmost economy and the closest supervision of all work done, 
we have been obliged to leave undone thinjjs of importance 
to the well-being of our plantations and woodlands and the 
upkeep of our drives and walks. 

Additional playgrounds are needed, and additional funds 
to make more available those we now have. We again call 
the attentbn of our publioHspirited and benevolent fellow 
citizens to the enduring value of a present of a playground 
to the city. No one could desire or obtain a better or more 
lasting monument than such a gift. 

By chapter 295 of the Acts of 1907 the School Committee 
has been given control of some of our playgrounds. The 
wisdom of this act time will determine. 

We have been much pleased with the results of treating 
the surface of oui' roads with oil emulsion. It lias saved the 



6 



public money aiui increased the public comfort. For the 
details of this and all other work of the department we refer 
you to the report hereto annexed of Mr. Pettigrew, our faithful 
and efficient Superintendent. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chables E. Stbatton, 
James M. Pbbndeboast, 

DaNIGL H. CiOAELEY, 

Commissionerg. 

Boston, Januaiy 31, 1908. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



To Charles E. Str.\tton, James M. Prendergast and 
Daniel H. Coakley, Commissioners: 

Gentlemen, — I herewith submit a report of the work 
performed in the department under the direction of your 
Board during the year 1907. 

Franklin Pakk. 

The 3'oiing plantations of trees in Franklin Pai k are growing 
rapid]}', while the earlier planted ones are beginning to assume 
somewhat of a woodland appearance. As growth has pro- 
gressed the thinning out of overcrowding trees has been 
regularly done ; pruning for form has also been systematically 
performed. While results in the main have been good, much 
more would have been attained had our appropriations 
permitted of a free cultivation of the ground under the trees. 
The old woodlands have very much improved m i^pearaiice; 
the pruning and thinning of the past ten years, together with 
the loam additions made to the surface where the soil covering 
was thin, have induced a better growth in trees and in under- 
growih. 

Since the age limit of thase who are permitted to use the 
Playstead for sports has been raised to ninc^t^H^i years the 
attendance has steadily increased, esj)ecialiy on Saturdays 
and hoUdays, when the large area is fully occupied by those 
indulging in the various games. This good result has been 
attained without serious damage to the surrounding planted 
grounds. 

Arnold Arboretlm. 
On account of tlie settlement of the foundation, it became 
necessary last winter to rebuild 417 lineal feet of the wall 
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separating the Arboretum from the Arborway. The wall is 
underlaifl by a peat bed, which necessitated piling, on whicli 
a concrete foundation was laid for the support of the wall. 
About 500 lineal feet, in addition to the above, requires to be 
rebuilt. This pcHrtion, however, is not in a dangerous condition, 
80 that the work of repair may be spread over a period of 
three years or so. POing will not be necessary m the repair 
Af this part of the wall. 

Olmsted Park, Riverway and Fens. 

These parks requured during the past year little more than 
the usual maintenance attention, with the exception of the 
Fens, where the planting in connection with the changes at 
the Museum of Fine Arts was done. At the Fens Playground 
a large amount of filling was received and graded at the 
ample cost of necessary labor, and in the fall the drains were 
laid. The grounds will be in a condition this year for con- 
siderable use, without intcrfcrUig with the receiving and grad- 
ing of sucli filling as may be ofifcretl to us free. It if very 
desirable that a fence should be c(»nstructed alorif; the Audu- 
bon road line, to prevent the tranipuig out of the planted 
slopes and borders. A low, woven-\^ire fence, too, is needed 
along the waterway, to prevent -balls from being driven into 
the water. The playground is conveniently situated for the 
use of a populous district. An appropriation for its comple- 
tion is very desirable. 

Commonwealth Avenue. 

Bet ween Brookline Avenue and the Newton line. 

The work of repairing the roadway was continued last 
spring, the portion lying between Brighton avenue and War- 
ren street being picked up and resurfaced with macadam and 
well rolled. Tree holes, fifteen feet square and four feet deep, 
were dug and filled with good loam, in one of the loam 
borders between Warren street and North Beacon street, 
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which were planted with red oaks from tlie department 
nurseries. An appropriation is needed to complete the plant- 
ing of this avenue. The conditions are such that generous 
preparation of the ground ahould be nuule before planting. 
The trees we have in our nurseries in readiness for the work. 

Charlesbank. 

The work of the Charles River Basin Commission, during the 
past two years, has seriously interfered with the full use of 
this playground. There is a prospect that the gymnasium 
ground will, this season, be freed from the operations of the 
contractor for the locks, and athletic work be permitted to 
go on without interruption. 

Your Supcnnteiidcnt would again call your attention to 
the urgent need there is for the extent^ion of the iron fence on 
the Charles street boundary. The indiseriniinate crossing 
over to the water front of the large numbers of people who 
use the park make impossible the growth o£ shrubbery or 
turf. A fence, with openings at each intersecting street, 
would confine direct crossing to the walks made for this pur- 
pose. 

While the work of the men's gymnasium has been much 
interrupted, as above stated, the work at the women's and 
children's gymnasium has been of an interesting character, 
an account of which win be found elsewhere in this report. 

« 

Wood Islaj^d Paek, 

The fine growth that the trees have made at this favorite 
summer resort now give shade to those who love to sit on the 
turf-covered slopes and enjoy the fine view of the harbor 
with the cooling breeses that sweep over its surface. 

The ^mnasium and ball grounds were flooded, as usual, 
for skating last winter, and were patronized by large numbers. 
Tennis, football and cricket are the favorite games at this 
park. The attendance at the outdoor gymnabium has been 
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decreasing slightly during the past two yearSi being respec- 
tively for 1904, 1905, 1906 and 1907, an average of 261,399, 
219, and 209 per day. Hie building now needs extensive 
repairs, which are estimated at $5,000 or over. 

Chablestown Heights. 

Only the ordinary work of maintenaQce was done at this 
park. 

Mabine Park, Castle Island and the Strandwat. 

To the Sunday and holiday pleasure seeker these portions 
of the park system are favorite resorts. The harbor views 
and the cooling breezes, together with the bathinii, draw 
thousands of \isitors. The shelter accommodaiioiis have 
been increased by the erection, at the end of the pier, of an 
open-sided pavilion-like structure, 256 feet by 36^ feet. 

The filling of the large pond goes on steadily. The material 
is o Gained from the Sanitary Department and from excavar 
tion contractors, and costs the department nothing except 
the labor expended in grading it. 

The young trees along the Strandway are having a hard 
struggle agamst the sweeping winds; the trees, however, in 
the plantations at Marine Park are doing well, and abeady 
afford shade. The shrubbery, generally, between Marine 
Park and the railroad bridge is growing vigorously. 

The boat service between the Public Landing and Castle 
Island was run during the past season on regular schedule 
time. 

Chestnut Hill Park. 

In the spring of last year the slopes adjoining Common- 
wealth avenue and Chestnut Hill avenue; extending down to 
Beacon street, were planted for an extension of the woodland 
effect toward the south from the old woodland. 

This park, until the past two years, was largolv patronized. 
On a Sunday or holiday visitors could be counted by thousands. 
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Now the numbers are lessened by at least two-thirds, and 
Franklin Paiic has gained in the same or a larger degree In 
patronage. 

W£ST EOXBURY PaRKWAY. 

This parkway is the connecting link between the Arboretum 
at Walter street and Stony Brook Reservation of the Metro- 
politan Park Commission. Nothing has been done towards 
Hs development except a little grayling between Anawan 
avenue and Bellevue Hill, the euttbg of a bridle-path through 
the woodland, and some thinning and pruning of the trees. 

Dorchester Park. 
Dorohetter Avenue, oear Riehmond Street. 

(26 Acres,) 

This beautiful piece of natural woodland is frequented by 
those seeking rest, quiet, and eoolmg shade, and by many 
picnic parties, for whose purposes it is particularly adapted. 

CoPP's Hill Tkrraces. 
Charter Street. 

(OM Acre.) 

This breathing space and lookout is much abused by mall- 
elous and nuscbdevous persons, who tear the crestmgs from 
the walls, and even loosen the coping stones. Trees and 

shrubbery, too, are badly mutilated. The cement concrete 
flagging has settled, and is very much broken up, which will 
necessitate considerable repair next season. 

North End Bbach. 

For ten years past this beach has been under the control 
of the Bath Trustees. 

Oak Square, Berners Square and Trinity Triangle, 
Only the ordinaxy work of maintenance was performed. 
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Dust Suffbession by Oil T&eatment. 

In 1906, 12 miles of roads were treated with oil for dust 
suppression, and the results were so satisfactory that in 1907 

the treatment was extended over the whole system of drives, 
a total of 40 miles in length. 

The oil treatment is cheaper than watering. Mr. C. E. 
Putnam, our ene'inoer, a few years ago, after careful observa- 
tion, computed the cost of waterin^^ in Franklin Park at S489 
per mile of 30-foot roadway per annum, watering being done 
on 182 days. The cost for the same service on Commonwealth 
avenue was $883 per mile of 30-foot roadway per annum, 
watering being done on 230 days. Conomonwealth avenue 
represents the most costly part of the dystem, and Franklin 
Park the least costly m point of dust laying. In view of the 
fact that cost of team hire is greater and houm of labor shorter 
than when the estimate was made, an average of 1680 per 
mile per annum might be considered a low estimate of the 
present cost of dust suppression by the watering method. 
These estimates may seem a little higli for watering; it must, 
iiowever, be borne in mind that watering m done in the Park 
Department whenever the dust flies and the thermometer is 
not lower than 24° Fahrenheit. The cost of oiling for last 
year was $375.63 per mile of road 30 feet wide, or at the rate 
of $0.0213 per square yard. 

In addition to tlie effective laying of the dust, we found 
that the asphaltum in the oil had a bmdmg effect on the sur- 
face of the road, making less repairs necessary, so much so 
that we were last year able to lay up our rdUers in August, 
when in previous years they had been kept in continuous 
operation, on road repair; until the advent of frosty weather, 
yet the roads last year were in as good condition in the fall 
as when oiling was commenced in the spring. Thtt .surface 
of the roads being better bound by the asphaltum, less wash- 
ing and guttering resulted from the rain, less gutt-er cleaning 
was required, and less material was found in the catch-basins; 



Digitized by Google 



13 



the softer footing, too, proved grateful to horseflesh, and a 
saving was effected in shoeing, from the yielding nature of 
the road surface; but, more important than all, by the oil 
method the dust was suppressed not alone indifferently during 
the working hours of the day, but night and day effectually. 

We apply the oil in the form of an enuilsion, containing 
about 16 per cent, of oil. Renewals an^ made in from ten to 
twenty-five days, according to location and the use to which 
the road may be subject. As for example, Commonwealth 
avenue, between Arlington street and Brooklme avenue, 
requires renewals, or rather reinforcements, at intervals of 
eight or ten days, while from Brooldine avenue to the Newton 
line renewals are required only once in fourteen or sixteen 
days; Columbia road, Arborway and Jamaicaway, with the 
Fens, require rene5Rrals at intervals of fourteen to sixteen days, 
while Franklin Park, where automobiles are excluded, requires 
renewals only at intervals of twenty to twenty-five days. 

We prefer to apply the oil in the form of an emulsion, 
because of the ease with which a treatment can Ije given and 
the prevention of annoyance to users of the drives. Car- 
riafz;es may follow immediately after the distributins^ sprink- 
lers with little danger of being soiled, while all danger and 
disagreeable smell is removed after an hour or two. 

Dust will collect on any road, by accretion, by dust blowing 
from other sources, or by attrition of the road itself, beyond 
the power of any dust-layer for any great length of time to 
prevent. The frequent use of a thin oil emulsion serves 
to saturate and lay this movmg dust at slight expense or 
annoyance. 

In the manufacture of our emulsions we use steam pumps, 
which do the work of the transference of materials and of 
their emulsificatiou by iigitation. Our formula is 15 pounds 
of boap dissolvrrl in 50 gallons of water to each 100 gallons of 
cnidc oil. Tlie soap is placed in barrels of water and dis- 
solved by steam heat, then pumped into the stock reservoirs, 
which are simply street sprinkling wagons. The pump is 
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then attached to the tank of the Bprinkling wagon and the 
contents agitated until emulsified. This forms the stoek, 
which contains 66 per cent, of oil. The stock is then run 
out to ihe work, and forms the supply for the sprinklers 
working on the drives, 150 gallons of the stock being used to 
450 gallons of water, making a solution containing about 
1() per cent, of oil. The transfer is made by gravity flow, 
the stock wagons being set on shght elevations and large 
transferring hose used. This method is crude; experiment 
might devise something better. Possibly compressed air, or 
some form of syphon, could be used to advantage. We find 
the ordinaiy street hydrant to be sufiicient for the emulsi- 
fication of the stocic with the added water in the sprinkling 
wagon. 

We favor a thin roUing cushion of coarse sand or fine 
screenings on the surface of the roads, saturated with oil. 
This Is, however, hard to mMntun on curved roods, the 

swing of the wheels throwing it to the outer side of the curve. 
We believe that this loose, rolling cushion helps to release 
the air suction below the tire, which is so destructive to the 
road binder. Fine or dead sand of a j'-ellow color maki s x 
\ery plea.«!ing surface, but it must not hi^ too heavily treated 
with oil, or a hard asphaltum surface will result, which has a 
tendency to scale. 

I have not added the cost of this cushion of sand, which 
we like to but do not alwa]^ give to the surface of the road 
before oiling, for the reason that it more properly should 
come under Uie head of road repairs than that of dust 
suppression. Under the water treatment we should have 
given the roads, during the past season, three or four applica- 
tions of stone screenings, and rolled them into the surface. 
One or two applications under the oil treatment have been 
sufficient. 

We find that cotton seed oil soap is the best of the 
soaps we have tried for making the oil emulsion. We use 
Texas oil on account of its having an asphaltum base. 



Digitized by Google 



15 



Sniali "pot holes," formed by the water settling in small 
depressions of the roadway, and being forcibly ejected, along 
with road material, by the tires of the automobiles, are rarely 
found in our oil-treated roads; when they occur we pick 
them out, fill with broken stone and screeiUDgB, then water 
and ram with a pavug ranuner. 

Franklin Field. 
Talbot and Blue Hill AveniiM. 
(77 Acr€9,) 

The largest playground in the Boston Park Department 
is Franklin I leld, where facilities are provided for flooding 
35 acres for skating, where 20 games of baseball can played 
simultaneously in summer, where 3 games of cricket often 
may be seen played at one time, together with 19 tennis 
games, where the game of bowling has Ix'en introduced and 
is flourishing, and where, when the weather is fine, 8,000 to 
10,000 people enjoy themselves on Saturday afternoon and 
holidaysi cheering and givmg support to their friends, con- 
testants m the games. 

A commodious field house, 32 feet hy 154 feet, is m coune 
of erection, which will have a covered piassa, 11 feet wide, 
running around its four walls. The house when completed 
will contain sanitary, locker, shelter, and spray-bath accom- 
modations , a part of the basement wUi provide storage room 
for departmental uses. 

Notwithstanding the large area now available for use in 
Franklin Field, it is not sufficient for the demands made on 
holidays. At such times additional diamonds are laid out 
on the slightly rolling and ungraded ground. During the 
past winter a large number of boulders were blasted out 
from the slope opposite the cricket grounds. This, when 
graded down, allhough on an inolme, will be a welcome 
addition to the cricketers' outfield. The removal of boulders 
was continued on the edge of the baseball field down to the 
nurseiy line. ' 
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Tlie nursery of the department is thriving. It contains 
a fine lot of stock suitable for planting in the parks, com- 
prising altogether 17,417 trees and 21,669 shrubs. 

Chribtofheb Gibson Playground. 

DorehMtor Aveniw uid Fkrk Stcwt. 

{5.8 Acres.) 

The customary children's games and sports, under a female 
teacher, also tennis, were carried on as usual. A skating field 
vm provided as in former 3rears. 

Across Geneva avenue the main field was used for ball 
playing, quoits, jumping the bar, and putting the shot 

Savin Hill Beach and Playground. 
Spiiiigdftle And Deany Streets^ Dorohoiter. 
{ISjS Aer€9.) 

This is a popular bathing place, where lockers and closets 

are furnished free to bathers, who bring their own bathing 
suits and towels. Acconunodations for 820 bathers are pro- 
vided in the three bath-houses at one time, or about 3,000 on 
each tide. 

The playgroimd i??. as yet, ungraded, but under an appro- 
priation now available, advertisements for furnishing filling 
will at once be issued. The site of the playground was flooded 
last winter for skating. 

Nefonset Platground. 

Neponset Avenue. 
{18 Acres.) 

A fine, level, open area of salt meadow, a part of which 
has been covered with sandy loam for ball playmg. There 
is a demand for the reclamation of more of the meadow for 
ball playing, which could be done reasonably by covering 
the surface with four or five mches of good filling, and seeding 
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dowii. A children's comer with appaiaius is established 
here, and is in charge of a female teacher during the summer 
months. The playground is diked and flooded for skating 
in winter. 

MTsnc Platoboumd. 

Chebea Street and Mystic River. 

{^.8 Acres.) 

This playground contains a children's corner^ with an 
equipment of simple i^paiatus. A female teacher has charge 
m summer. A small ball field for boys is also maintained. 
Yoimg and full-grown men are permitted to use the field on 

Saturdcxy afleraoon and holidays, when, for the safety of the 
children, their comer is closed against attendance. 

RooEBS Fabs. 

Lake and Fotter Straeta. 

{6.9 Acres.) 

In this combined park and playground, ball playing is a 
popular game. Provision is made in winter for skatuig. 
Extension of the facilities for ball {laying could be made if 
an appropriation were available for putting the small brook 
under ground and if some drainage were done. An appro- 
priation for planting trees on the boundaries is also needed. 

NORTB BbIGHTON PLAYGROUND. 
Westeni Av«Due aod North Harvaid Street. 

m Acres,) 

The increasing use of this playground makes it necessary 
that an appropriation should be obtained for enlaigmg the 
space available for play; the reclamation of the salt meadow 
would afford a favorable and inexpensive opportunity for 
this needed extension. Provision for the planting of trees on 
the borders is also necessary. 
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A saiiiiary and locker building was erected on this play- 
ground during the past season. A considerable area is flooded 
in winter for skatinp:, which is much used for that sport. In 
summer there is great demand for assignment of space for 
l>aU games. 

BiLLiNQS Field. 
La Gmngt Stveel^ near Centre Street, West Rozbiify. 

(It Aens.) 

Pmvision is here made for ball playing, tennis, and skating. 

A plantation of trees on the Bellevue-strcet slope is doing 
finely, and will soon afford al)undant shade for onlookers of 
the irames. A sanitary and locker building is needed. The 
body of the field has been filled on a peat }M^<i, which has 
given considerable trouble by unequal settlements from the 
pressure of the overlaid filling, 

RO6LINDALE PlATGBOUND. 
South Walter and Robert Straete. 

(5.7 Acres.) 

On this much used playground facilities for ball playing, 
tennis, and skating are provided. A sanitary and locker 
building is needed. 

GOLUMBUS-AVEXUE PLAYGROUND. 

(5 AcreaJ) 

This playground required only ordinary maintenaace care, 
the conduct of the games, apparatus, etc., being, as usual, 
under the direction and control of the Playground Committee 
of the Civic League. 

Prince-street Playground. 
Prince and North fienuet Straete. 

(04 Acre.) 

This little recreation area has six or seven school^houses 
within 350 feet of its centre. Its equipment of teeter-boards, 
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swings, and sand-boxes is in constant use by the children. 
A female teacher is in charge during the summer months. 
Sanitaiy accommodations are needed. 

FlfiST-6TREET PlAYGROIJND. 

Cbnwr of M Stroct, South Boston. 

(4^ Acres,) 

Apparatus ia being installed in the out-door gymnasium; 
lockers are also being constructed in the btulding, which is 

equipped with spray baths and sanitary accommodations. 
The playground contains two baseball diamuuds, which, in 
winter, are flooded for skating. 

Fellows-stbeet Playground, 

m 

Fellows and Hunnemao Streets. 

(OM Acre,) 

A sanitaiy buQding is very much needed at this playground. 

Cottage-street Playground. 

ISicar Maverick Street, Euat BostOQ. 

{3.85 Acres.) 

Plans are being made for the erection of a small sanitaiy 
and shelter building, together with an enclosed space for 
a children's playground, which will be equipped with sand- 
boxes and simple apparatus for the little folks. 

The grounds are provided with diamonds and backstops 
for ball playing; quoiting is also one of the sports for which 
provision is made. An appropriation for fencing this play- 
ground is desirable. 

Forest Hills and Mt. Hope Playgkound. 

Between Washington nnd Florence Streets. 
{9.6 Acres.) 

A fine piece of land, which, by simple drainage, has been 
made fairly available for ball games. Graduig would improve 
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the ground, but more necessary are sanitary and locker 
accommodations. 

Mabcella-strbbt Playground. 

Comer Ritehie Street. 

{5 J Acres.) 

This playground is equipped for ball games, and, being 
located in a populous district, is much used. Lockers are 
being mstalled, together with spray bath-rooms for men and 
women. The slope of the ground, being over two feet per one 
hundred feet, will not permit of flooding for skating. The 
removal of the ledge outcrop in the grounds would add much 
needed space for sports. It could, no doubt, he removed free 
of cost to the department^ and, possibly, a small'price could 
be obtained for the stone from a dealer in crushed stcme. 

Randolph-street Playground. 
Albany and Randolph Streete. 
Acres,) 

In the building at this playground, during the pa^t season, 
two basket- ball courts were established, which have been 
freely used. The ladies of the South End House, nearby, 
have the use of the gymnasium ruoiii for a class of young 
women from the neighboring business blocks, whom they 
entertain each day during the noon hour. 

The children's comer, fitted with apparatus and a shelter, 
under the charge of a female teacher, is much enjoyed. Foot- 
ball, baseball and other games are constantly played. 

CoBOfONWEAi/rH Playqbound. 

C, D and Cypher Streets, South Boston, 

{8.07 Acres.) 

The grading of this fine piece of ground was completed dur- 
ing the past year, when basebaD diamonds were laid out and 
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backytopb constructed. A driukiiig fountain was also set up. 
The grounds were flooded the past winter for skating^. This 
wiU prove to be a veiy useful aud much frequented play- 
ground. 

Gbarlebtown Playground. 

Mam aud Aiford Streets. 

(14 Acres,) 

An appropriation of $3,000 was made by the City Ck>imeO 
last year for the equipment of an outdoor gymnasium at this 

playground. The construction of this gymnasium is now well 
under way, and will be available for use early this year. The 
equipment will comprise horizontal and inclined ladders, 
travelling rings, climbing poles and ropes, swings, trapezes, 
horizontal and parallel bars, high parallels, chest weights, 
jumping and quoit boxes, sliot puts, giant stride, and baslcet- 
ball court. 

The grounds, like most of our playgrounds, are so graded 
as to make them convenient for flooding for skating in winter. 
Accommodation, too, is made for ball games. Sanitary and 
locker accommodaticois are needed to meet the requirements 
of the large numbeis who use the playground. 

St&andway Playgbound. 
Odumbift Hoad, opposite Newnuui Street. 

(14 Acres.) 

The hllinp: of the flats by the Street Cleaning and Sanitary 
Departments, together with the filling received from contrac- 
tors for excavations, during the past eight years, has pro- 
gressed so rapidly that the department now has an area of 11 ' 
acres, which is already graded, for playground purposes. 

A portion of the grounds is set apart for the use of chfldren, 
where teeter-boards, tOtmg ladders, and other snnple appa- 
ratus are furnished. A female teacher is in attendance. A 
large part of the ground is flooded in winter for skating. 
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The large red bam which stood on the playground has been 
moved over to a piece of ground o\\-ned by the department, 
near Preble street, and fitted up for six horses, the rooms 
overhead being arranged for a teamster, who acts as care- 
taker. The lot has been fenced, and tool sheds and wagon 
sheds have been erected, making altogether a very con- 
irenieiit headquartera for the district. 

ASHMONT PlATOROUND. 

Brent Street, near Talbot Avenue. , 

(^Ji Acres,) 

This playround, planted around with trees, and equipped 
for floodmg for skating in winter and for ball playing in sum- 
mer, is much used. Sanitary and locker accommodations 
are needed. 

Respectfully submitted^ 

J. A. PETTIGRBWy 

SuperirUendeat, 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS EMERGENCY AND HYGIENE ASSO- 
CIATION IN CHARGE OP THE WOMEN'S AND 
CHILDREN'S DIVISION AT CHARLESBANK. 



To the Board of Fork Conaimsionera : 

Gbntlgmen, — For seventeen years has your committee 
enjoyed the superviaon of Charlesbank, as entrusted to them 
by you. It is always to be remembered that Charlesbank 
was the first outdoor gymiuLsmui in the world for women 
and children. That it has been eminently succesijful as such 
is proven by the present maintenance of !<uch gymnasiums 
in many other cities in this country than Boston (wliere now 
there are several), as also abroad. These open-air gynona- 
siums have been the forerunners of the opeorair treatment 
for tuberculosis patients and of the now general emphasis on 
the oonatant need for fresh air by all classes of a community. 

To the healthful functions of such a gymnasium your com- 
mittee have endeavored to add whatever benefits could arise 
indirectly from the social, friendly intercourse of the mstruc- 
tors and of the committee with the frequenters of Charles^ 
bank. The frankness and cordiality with which their efforts 
ha\'e been received have resulted in the happy, well-mannered 
freedom that prevails there. 

Miss Miriam Harris, the chief superintendent in charge, 
was assisted by Miss Elizabeth Johnston during the summer 
vacation of the public schooia in 1907. Twice a week there 
were children's classes in the gymnasium and twice a week a 
women'sclass, the exercises consisting of frtehaiid and appara- 
tus work, runnmg games and fancy steps. The games on the 
green were eageriy sought, especially the ball games. 
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Some of the children were known as "Charlesbank Help- 
ers/' whose duty consisted in picking up the waste papers on 

the ground, and who were honored in performance of their 
tasks by being allowed to wear badges. Flowers were often 
sent by the Flower Mission and friends. Singing in uni.-oii or 
alone was also a favorite pastime and a reward of good man- 
ners. 

Special attention was given to baths. Often over 191 were 
taken on a single day, and on August 14 the maximum of 212 
was reached, the total number from June 8 to October 17 
being 7,940. The total attendance for the season from April 
29 to October 17 was 103,597. 

In addition to the summer attendance should be reckoned 
the number of children who came to the lodge on Saturdays, 
when it was open all day, and on the afternoons of the other 
week days, this number varying from 60 to 150 a day. Miss 
Florence Harris was in charge of the children, keeping them 
happy and busy with swings, books and games. It is per- 
haps worthy of mention to add that on more than one occa- 
sion appropriate e.xercises were arranged to celebrate a special 
day, like Washington's birthday, which took place near, but 
not on the day, as such days are holidays. 

In December, 1907, the evening elas'^es five times a week, 
were resumed, under the instruction of Miss Ann I. Loftus. 
The upper room of the lodge was refitted mth apparatus and 
excellent lighting provided. The classes have steadily m- 
creased in number, basket baU nights as many as seventy 
bang in attendance. 

The association which your committee has represented 
has lately ceased to exist, for with the control of the school 
playgrounds by the School Conmiittee, the establishment of 
many other playgrounds under the care of the Park Com- 
missioners and other changes, it has seemed wise to dissolve 
the Massachusetts Emergency and Hygiene Association. But 
in presenting this, their last report, your committee desire to 
express their gratitude to the Board of Fark Commissioners 



Digitized by Google 



25 



and to Mr. John A. Pettigrew for their constant courtesy and 
heipfufaiess. If your committee have been of some slight aid, 
they themselves have gained much pleasure through their 
supervision of Charlesbank, and are grateful for the privilege 
of having aided in making known the benefits of an outdoor 
g}nnnasium for women and children and of a winter playroom 
for little boys and girls. 

Kate Gannett Wblls^ . 
Aimx Philups WilliamBi 

Committee, 
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Expendttnm on Account of MaintMinnco frooi 



Park*. 



Grounds. 



Buikiioc*- 



Commou wealth Avenue .... 

The Fens 

Rh'erwny 

Ohmtcd Park 

Arborway . 

Arnold Arboretum 

West Uoxbury Parkway 

Franklin Park 

Columbia Road 

Strand way 

Marine Park ; . . 

Wood Island Park 

Charlesbank 

Trinity Triangle , , . 

Charlestown Heights 

Charlestown Playground .... 

Dorchester Park 

Franklin Field 

Copp's Hill Terraces 

Chestnut HUl Park 

North Brighton Playground 

Neponset Playground 

Billings Fir-l.i 

First-street Playground 

Prince-street Playground 

Mystic Pliiyprouncl ♦ . 

Fellows-street Playground 

Christopher Gibson Playground . . . 
Coluinhus-avnuip Playground. . . . . 

Ashmont Playground 

Savin Hill Playground 

Roslitulale Playground 

Forest Hills Playground 

Rogers Paik 

Cottacp-street Playtirovimr Ward 2 

B.andolph-6treet Playground 

MRreeHa^treet Playground 

Commonwealth Park. 

Office Expense 

HisoellfUMOUs 



t « • « • ' 



$31,391 09 
7,294 52 
9,071 26 
7,703 42 
7,402 85 
3,517 18 



10, l():j 80 
6,898 28 
4,169 93 
993 71 
365 81 



160 82 



1,206 95 



$2,900 56 
1,059 70 
565 60 
1,113 28 
266 58 
699 47 



1,412 57 
177 26 
228 99 

2,348 43 
327 00 
105 75 
9 00 
409 67 
114 46 



4 00 



144 77 
49 03 



37 84 



28 75 
14 00 



82 80 



20 84 
4 SO 



9 76 



?90,579 02 I $12,085 10 



$10,365 31 
11,144 (H 

6,412 31 
17,903 27 

5,088 09 
40 

3,212 
44,868 

1,366 
10,133 44 

6,S09 93 

4,623 19 

4,356 94 



69 
64 

SO 
06 



2,180 
1,168 
1,403 
5,871 
878 
5,355 
1,614 
691 
7S3 
1,222 
715 
501 
595 
628 
1,338 
641 
464 
627 
263 
1,480 
1,038 
670 
1,779 



63 
05 
59 
65 
06 
54 
65 
00 
31 
57 
50 
G7 
69 
43 
94 
81 
30 
71 
30 
87 
53 
26 
34 



266 63 



$955 2.5 
1,527 55 
2,034 72 

" 436 80 
35 22 
12,366 02 

* *i548*99 

1,821 30 
731 72 



854 84 

'2^035 84 

* 305 16 
393 22 
112 63 

1,545 03 

'406'69 

"380*33 



606 29 
932 15 
02 75 



$158,207 30 



$31,124 
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Fcbntary 1, 1907, to Janiuuy 31, 1908, 



urann#n 




8h««p and 
Fowl. 


Skating 

Sports. 


Men's 
QjwnsiliiDi 


and 
Gymoaaium. 


Office 
Ezpeoae. 


Totals. 
















$44,650 96 
21,711 92 

17,576 72 
29,740 28 
12,767 62 

G.nSf) 36 
































$744 67 












































3,247 86 
74,084 42 
8,441 60 
19,081 92 
12,402 02 
9,0S3 31 
11,339 87 
9 00 
3,445 14 
1,809 96 
1,677 23 
11,307 36 
878 06 
7,012 42 
3,754 55 
1,354 73 
1,211 10 
3,265 95 
980 81 
045 75 
982 78 
1,476 12 
1,718 60 
906 28 
2,326 24 
968 66 
268 19 
1,656 18 
1,286 12 
2,613 27 
2,747 23 
462 24 
7,878 53 
1,511 53 








"J tO'i AT 






















663 89 
3 60 

628 64 

111 AR 
III 40 




1262 48 
















3W,aUo Mo 

9 fiio OK 
0,0 £o 












2,953 47 


















226 72 
213 64 
1,614 29 


OUU /o 






























































mv oo 






878 29 
472 86 
427 88 
364 14 














1 TO 






















96 37 

OAR 
Q70 Kfi 

onn Ai 
^UU 4«$ 

66 13 




















70 71 






















291 73 

3fi4 47 
1,106 59 
440 04 

14 89 
154 47 
223 09 
458 Gl 

25 99 
102 86 
















"384 93 










































































879 li 




































$7,878 63 




























12,718 84 


12,528 67 


13,326 93 


$13,216 37 


$7,410 03 


$5,547 85 


$7,878 63 


$336,144 87 
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INCOME. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance from last year 1102 21 

EMeivedforkbor 3,5214$ 

Eewtved from note, aale of buildings, wool, sheep^ 

gnat, irood, etc 1,601 70 



S5,225 36 



PATicBinn. 

Appropriation Park Department 
Income carried to Geneml City Income . 
Balance on hand, January '61, 1908 . 



f3,38S 64 
1,658 02 
178 70 



16,225 86 



Park Betterments Collected by City Collector, 
to February 1, 1908. 



* 


Conuiijtt«d 
to 

OoUactor. 


Abated. 




OotlMted. 


Outatand- 
ioK F«b. 1, 
1906. 


Public Park, Book B«y.- 

Parkway. Old Harbor. . . 

" Muddj'Rivcr 

* Weal Uoxbury 

* Dorcbeater . . . 


f434.600 00 
23.543 00 
135,020 00 
60.780 00 
ias.972 00 
164.107 00 
0.718 00 


$144,195 73 
12,616 sf> 
122.000 60 
50.420 00 
83,u&4 25 
113,658 00 
3,056 54 


$290,404 27 
10.926 20 
13,028 34 
10.3d3 00 
25,377 75 
40,449 00 
6.667 46 


?2y0.404 27 
10,926 20 
13.028 34 

$,256 00 
23,238 75 
31.763 00 

5,927 74 


12.107 00 
2.139 00 
8.86S 00 
729 72 




fOMj53 00 


1629,646 98 


•807,SO6 02 


6883,644 80 


flS,661 n 



public Parle and Pinygronnd Debt. 

Liabilities. 

Total loana outstanding, January 31, 1908 . 

Ruoweet. 

Sinking Fund, January 31, 1908 6,660,177 46 



. $16,298,910 98 



Net Debt, January 31, 1908 10,638,733 53 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS. 



COMMISSIONERii' REPORT. 



Hon. George A. Hibbard, 

Mayor of the City of Boston: 

Sm, — With a diminished iq>pr(q[>natioii, we have done our 
best during the past year to maintain as far as possible the 
higH standard of maintenance of our parks and playgrounds, 
which is their due, and which is demanded by thdr woild- 
wide reputation. 

In spite of the closest supervision and the most careful 
attention to econoinical methods of repair, the area of worn- 
out roads increases with each year, until we now have about 
seven miles of roadway that need a thorough resurfacing. 
This is a work that cannot be longer postponed, m the roads 
are worn to their foundations in many places. 

In other branches, too, of our maintenance work unprofit- 
able economy has had to be practiced to bring our expendi- 
tures within our income. Plsntaticms of young trees do not 
receive the cultivation or the fertilization they should have 
for thdr proper development; in the older woodlands much 
pruning of dead or diseased limbs remains undone, while 
improvements, like that of the planting of trees on the exten- 
sion of Commonwealth avenue, are delayed to the detriment 
of the appearance of the cit\- ;iik1 its taxable valuation. 
Our appropriations for maintenance ha\'C not kept pace with 
the additions to our territory and to its nee<ls of develop- 
ment. Increased wages and shortened hours of labor have 
added much to our expenses, while the .su|>pression of the 
gypsy and brown-tail moths have been also a heavy drain on 
our maintenance account. 
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Investigation shows that the Park D^artment of Boston 
is maintained at a much less cost per aere than the park 

departmenta of five of the principal cities of the United States, 
although Boston's Park Dcj^artnient owns a larger propor- 
tion of ])layground area whose maintenance is costly in 
coniparisun with park area. 

For construction we have had but little money ^^ven us, 
and that often for objects not requested and not needed by 
the department. Our most pressing wants are for sanitary, 
shelter and locker buildingB and other improvements on our 
playgrounds. 

We are ^ad to report our continued and growing satisfac- 
tion with the results obtained by the use of oU for the sup- 
pression of dust on our roads. They are kept permanently 

free from dust at less than half the formw cost of watering, 
which was only effective for a })ortion of the day, and in addi- 
tion, a considerable saving is elTect^ in road repairs through 
the better bonding of the surface by the asplialtum in the oil. 

There are still playgrounds needed in thickly settled districts 
of the city, some of which could be obtained with the money 
already appropriated by the city for playgrounds not asked 
for nor approved of by us. 

All further necessary information as to the work of the 
department during the past year will be found in the accom- 
panying report of our superintendent. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chablss E. Stration, 
James M. PnENDEROAar, 
Daniel H. Goaklet, 

CommimoMrB, 

Januaiy 81, 1909. 
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SUP£IUNTEND£NT'S REPORT. 



ToCffAKLTO £. Stratxon, Jambb M. Pbkndeboaj9t, and 
Daniel H. Coaslet, ComintMumtfra; 

Gentlemen, — I herewith submit a report of the work 

performed in the department under the direction of your 
Board during the year 1908: 

Fbaneun Pabk. 

By the rapid growth of the tiees, the young plantations 
thiou^out the park system are fast assuming the character 
of woodlands. This is eqpedaUy noticeable in Franklin 
Park, where the oaks, be^hes, maples, etc., which were 
planted as saplings nine to twelve years ago, now range 
from 15 to 30 feet in height. The pines and hem- 
iock.s, too, show a corresponding excellent growth. These 
good results have been brought about by a thorough use of 
the horse cultivator, in loosening the surface of the ground 
under the trees, for four or five years after planting. The 
results would have been still more pronounced had our 
finances enabled us to continue this process to a later date. 
Five or six years ago the plantations were seeded down, and 
since then only such hand cultivation as our appropriation 
would allow has been given to individual trees. 

The old spring at Abbotswood, having become unfit for 
drinking purposes during the past summer, was abandoned 
and the flow cut off. The fountain was then moved inward 
from the walk and connected with the city sui)ply. A 
space was reserved around the fountain for fixed seats, to 
form a rendezvous or rest, and a convenient walk, connecting 
the fountain with Canterbury street, was constructed. 

A constantly increasing number of visitors come to Franklin 
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Parky espedally on Sundays, when the links, the meadows 
and the woodlands are wdl besprinkled with groups of 
people. 

Arnold Abboretuh. 

The lack of funds prevented the rebuilding of the remainder 
of the settled portion of the boundary wall. The usual 

inaiutenance work was done. 

The Fex8, Riverway and Olmsted Pakk. 

During the past year these parks and jmrkwaj's received 
nothing more than the ordinary maintenance attention. 
Considerable filling has been received at the new Fens 
playgrotmd, at a cost only of the labor required to grade it. 
An area of four or five acres is now graded to a surface fine 
enough for play, and is much used by the pupils of the 
group of school buildings near by. 

Your superintendent would again call the attention of 
your board to the sterile character of the Fens filling, which is 
a water-washed coarse sand and gravel, overlaid with only 
a thin covering of loam, and the necessity of reini'yrcing 
the loam covering. Under the present conditions good 
tree gro'wih cannot be j)r()diiced, and in many parts even 
the shruiibery is much stunied. From the same cause the 
Norway maples lining the roadways, wliich are intended 
to provide shade for the drives and walks, are barely easting. 

COMMONWEAUTH AVSNUB. 

In that portion of Commonwealth avenue lying betwe^ 
Brookline avenue and the Newton dty line, the preparation 

of the ground and the continuation of the work of planting 
shade trees liad to be deferred, no appropriation liaviug been 
made to continue this ini]X)rtant work. For the same reason 
road repairs were discontinued. In consequence, the drive- 
ways between Brookline and Brighton avenues are in bivd 
condition. Those portions of the avenue that have been 
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resiufaeed since the ftvenue was placed in your charge aie 
in good condition, in spite of the hard usage to which they 

are subjected by fast-driven automobiles. 

Charlesbank. 

The Chailee Baver Basin Commission not occupying so 
much of our ground last year as previously, in its operations 
in the Charies river, the usefulness as well as the enjoyment 
of this popular park and playground was not so much inter- 
fered with as in the preceding two years. 

Under the wise supervision of Mrs. Kate Gannett Wells 
and Mrs. Amia Phillips Williams, whose report will be found 
elsewhere, the women's gymnasium and the children's 
playground in connection with Charlesbank have had a very 
successful season. The total attendance at the men's 
gymnasium for the season was 141,200. 

Wood Island Park. 

This much appreciated breathing spot for the people of 
East Boston continues to increase in attractiveness. The 
trees with which the slopes are planted are making a fine 
growth and afford a fair measiin* of shade. The ball ground, 
the cricket creases and the tennis courts are well patronized. 
The attendance in the men's outdoor gymna.sium for the 
season was 34,600. In winter the gymnasium and ball grounds 
are flooded for sicating and many enjoy the sport. Only 
the ordinary work of maintenance was performed at this 
park during the past season. 

Marine Park, Castle Island and Strandwat. 

On account of the cooling breezes from the bay, this part 
of the park system, during the summer, is the most used. 
The opening of Fort Independence to the public has fur- 
nished an additional object of interest to visitors at Castle 
Island. The parade ground within the fort will, when 
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graded a little, serve admirably as a playground. The case- 
mates, now open, give much needed shelter during suddm 
storms. 

The work of filling the pond at Marine Park progresses 
slowly, on account of tiie seamty of filling and the laige 

amount required, the depth of the pond being about twenty- 
eight feet. Nearly one-half of the area is filled. When the 
filling is completed a most useful recreation ground of about 
four acres will be added to the park. 

Although a late storm broke a number of willows and 
poplars at Marine Park, the long stretch of trees and shrubs 
on the Strandway is doing well, notwithstanding the bleak- 
ness of the situation. 

The boat service between Castle Island and Marine Park 
was conducted on schedule time last season. 

Chablestown Heights Park, Ohbbtnut Hill Pabk, West 
RozBURT Pabkwat, Dobchsstbr Park, Gopp's Hill 
Tbbbaces and Bernebs Sqttabb. 

Only the regular work of maintenance was done during 

the past season. 

Parkways and the Maintenance of Parkways. 

Road maintenance is a matter of much greater impor- 
tance and consideration than it wa.s before the advent of 
the automobile. Roads that would stand under the pressure 
of the greatest weight of ordinary hoise-drawn traffic, or 
the pounding of the swiftly driven horses attached to light 
vehicles, now rapidly disintegrate under the traction and 
twisting action of the hind wheels of automobiles when 
driven at a rapid rate. A speed of 15 or 16 miles 
an hour can be provided for on a good macadam road, 
but for a speed exceeding this some other form of road is 
necessaiy or some method of more strongly bonding mac- 
adam roads must be devised. Tar has been tried for this 
purpose but the results have not been satisfactory. Asphal- ^ 
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turn, doubtless, would last longer as a biiidinn; for roads 
than tar, The^e materials, however, tlcpend on the oils 
which enter into their composition to retain their {)husticity; 
when they volatilize, their bonding properties are lost and 
the road disiiitegrateB. A concrete of crushed stone and 
Portland cement, possibly, is the best material of which 
the coming road may have to be made to stand the wear 
and tear of automobile travel, which wiU include among 
its probabilities the nH>vement of heavy traffic. 

For park roads, or roads used for light traveling, includ- 
ing automobiling, a Portland cement concrete road, finished 
off with a roughened face, to enable it to hold a surfacing 
of dead sand, and the sand oiled, would. I think, ])rovc 
satisfactory. This belief is founded on the re.sults of an 
experiment, made on the surface of a piece of I )ituHthic pave- 
ment, where the rouph, worn .surface of the tar concrete was 
so covered, and formed when oiled a most pleasant driving 
surface. 

From lack of funds your department has not been able 
to maintain its parkways in the state of repair necessazy 
for pleasure driving. For ten yeaxa past the roads have been 
softened with water, then rolled down to a smooth surface, 
until, in nuuiy places, this process cannot be carried any 
further, as these places are worn to the foundations, which 
crop up above the surface. This is especially noticeable 
in the Riverway and Fenway, which need resurfacing 
between Huntington avenue in the Rivem-ay, and Huntington 
entrance in the Fens. Conunonwealth avenue requires about 
eight miles of resurfacing'. Such roads as we have l)een able, 
to resurface in the pas+ three years have been kept in very 
good condition by the use of a coating of dead sand, held in 
a semi-moist condition by sprinkling it with an emulsion 
of petroleum containing a heavy asphaltum base. If this 
light cushion of oiled sand is kept intact, little wear or dam- 
age will be done to the surface of the road. This can be proved 
by a stretch of road so treated on Commonwealth avenue, 
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between Warren street and the Newton city line, which ha^ 
been under the constant pounding of high-speeding auto- 
mobile since it was resiirfacfMl two years rl-^o. 

The oiling of the road;s lor dust 8iippre.>.sion may now be 
considered a success. The cost per square yard for the 
season of 1908 was $0.0184, or $323.H4 per mile of road 30 
feet wide, Sis ajrainst a cost of $0.0213 per square yard for 
the season of 1907, or $374.88 per mile of road 30 feet 
wide. Watering, which lays the diiat indifferently, cost 
your department (computed from observations and estimates 
by B(r. Putnam) about 1680 per mile of road 30 feet 
wide, or more than twice the cost of oiling. 

The following table shows the cost of the maintenance 
of roads for the past seven > ears, together with the average 
cost for the seven years. Tiiis table includes all lalx)r, team- 
ing, road repairs and oiling for the suppression of dust. 



IfACimiAHGB or ROADft. 



Sqtum 



Cost peh Souabe Yabd. 



IMJ. 



1904. 



If07. 



1906. 



Comnion wfulih « v e n ue. 
Arlinnt'iti ntreet to 
Ik'af'Ui »tr««t 



60,60() 



SO. 216 



Coittinotiweailh avenue. 
Beacon street to Newton 
line I 203.700; 

Gininioii wcultli avenvie I 
Arlmirton titreet to New- 
ton line 201.300 



Ferw, Riverway, Olmsted 
Park. Arborway, Co- 
lumbia road, and Marine 
Pmrk 



Franklin Park and Arnold 
Arboretum 



Avienics- 



872.800 

210.100 



847,300 



.<»7S 

.079 



SO. 244 



to. 091 



.079 

.079 



10.006 



SO. 215 



.106 

.074 



to. 106 



to. 242 



.092 

.076 



to. 101 



so. 211 

.131 

.OOS 



to. 136 



.083 
.122 

.120 

.o<ki 



to. 108 



to. 131 

.067 

.023 



to. 078 



.\veraee cost of maintenance per amium for seven yean of «U park roads exooDt at 
ChMtDUt Hill Park, t0.106 per squara yud. *^ 
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PARKS. PLAYtiROUNDS AND ROADS. 
Covr OF Maimtbmamcb psr Acius, 1902 to 1908, Inclusive. 



1. 

3. 

9. 

4. 

fl. 

«. 

7. 

& 

9, 
10. 
11. 
18. 
18. 
14. 
16. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
10. 
80. 
31. 
22. 
38. 
84. 
86. 
86^ 
37. 
88. 



Pahs o» FLAToaoimo. 



Aiwa. 



Acres. 



Oocr 



1902. 



1903. 



1904. 1905. , 1906. 



1907. 



Commonwealth avenue . . . . 

CocniiviTiwoalth avenue, 
with exlensioa to Newton 
Um 



Riv«rw»y 

Olmsted Parik 

Aibutwsy. 

Arnold Arboratmn 

WMt lUnbiiry Parkway. . . . 

FmoklinPhrk 

Oolnmbia road 

Strandway 

Mafia* Pwk 

Wood laiaod Park 

Cliariiidiank 

THnity Triaogla 

GhartMtown Haii^ti 

Gbariavtown Playgnrand . . . 

DocdbMter Firk 

P^aoUio Piald 

OopipFa HiD Tenmoea 

GlwstDut HiU Park 

North Bri^toD PUyground . 

Kaponwt Plsygnnaiid 

TOiWwj p Fiald 

Fiiat StNst Flayiiovmd — 
Priaee Street Playground. . . 

Myrtie Playip-ound 

FeUomi Street Playground . . 
dirittoplMr GibioD Play- 



'OU .0 








1091 








112.7 










$553 


S376 


t4Alt 


115.0 


134 


186 


145 


120 


169 


170 


148 


40.0 


888 


883 


831 


384 


427 


450 


824 


180.0 


188 


181 


117 


129 


150 


166 


138 


86.0 


188 


180 


217 


269 


300 


363 


860 


228.0 


27 


22 


20 


25 


33 


31 


18 


180.0 


8 


8 


8 


7 


t 


21 


18 


887.0 


110 


111 


07 


103 


106 


139 


115 


81.8 


140 


181 


327 


233 


295 


276 


174 


71.3 


4 


14 


42 


60 


125 


177 


161 


62.5 


125 


118 


111 


175 


174 


231 


280 


66.0 


118 


131 


121 


143 


159 


1S4 


170 


10. 0 


1,096 


1.100 


1,003 


933 


9rrt) 


1.161 


1.488 


0.12 


18 




184 




11 


77 


a 


6.1 


452 


369 


307 


417 


489 


579 


807 


14 0 


109 


111 


113 


107 


127 


110 


111 


26 0 


22 


18 


44 


51 


69 


67 


70 


77.0 


113 


78 


72 


91 


92 


112 


118 


0 6 


586 


817 


823 


647 


776 


1.498 


1.255 


66.4 


67 


92 


70 


106 


113 


119 


108 


14.0 


142 


76 


75 


93 


09 


176 


341 


18 0 


S6 


43 


76 


80 


75 


77 


87 


11.0 


160 


93 


102 


88 


02 


112 


77 


4 6 


229 


241 


631 


44S 


519 


677 


718 


0 4 


590 


739 


2.042 


2.257 


2.607 


2.511 


2.038 


2 3 


750 


328 


286 


352 


497 


422 


688 


0.86 


1,732 


800 


535 


814 


1.122 


1.184 


1,866 


6.8 


874 


200 


258 


301 


279 


261 


870 



* At the end of 1006, 82.7 acres were added by the placing of that portion of Commonwealth 
avenue weat of Bvookline avenue and exlendins to the Newton city line, under tlie care of the 
Plark,l>*parimaat, maUoc the total impiovea area of parked playgiounda and loade now 
liff*" 
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PARKS. PLAYGROUNDS AND ROADS — Ccmcluderf. 



Park ob Plavohound. 



Area. 



Acres. 



Cost per Acrb. 



1902. 



1903. 



1904. 



1905. 



1906. 



1907. 



1908. 



29. 

aL 

32. 

2L 
3& 
3JL 
4a. 



Columbus Avenue Play- 
gruund 

Ashmont Playground. . . . . . 

Sa\*in Hill Playground 

Roalindale Playground 

Forest Ililla Playground .... 

Rogers Park 

Cottage Street Playground . . 

Randolph Street P 1 a y - 
ground 

MarceUa Street Playground, 

Commonwealth Playground. 

Oak square 

Dernem square 

Average 



&J2 
6.9 

2^ 

IL22 
1^ 



629 


393 


2Q 




157 


ma 


413 


isn 


li 


a2 


IM 


lai 


86 


ai 




fli 




a 


176 


368 







1.S13.3 



323 


1^ 


459 


333 


396 


24 


332 


439 


422 


333 




1 DU 








203 


235 


216 


269 


199 


130 


m 


5k 


2fi 


81 


48 


167 


220 


246 


125 


122 


181 


193 


337 


374 


455 


725 


fm 


887 


1.197 


272 


316 


608 


480 


694 




5 


21 


59 


120 


58 


lis 


&a 








12 










till 


il24 


1163 


fI62 


$165 



Gypsy and Brown-tail Moths. 

These pests show no signs of diminution; in fact, the 
gypsy moth is increasing in numbers and spreading more 
widely over New England, and, unless diseases or parasites 
come to aid, the scourge may as easily extend over the whole 
country. There may be even now, by transportation by rail 
of the larvffi or eggs of the insects, hundreds of colonies 
established in various parts of the United States, not reported 
because not recognized. They may be controlled, if not 
exterminated, in cities and towns, as we are able to control 
them in the park system, by creosoting the egg masses or 
by spraying the foliage with a poisonous solution, and thus 
kill the larvae. Expenditures in the Park Department for 
moth suppression amounted to §11,662 in 1907, and $11,092 
in 1908. We now have seven power spraying machines 
and shall need two additional machines this season to meet 
the invasion of these pests from outside territory. 
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Spobts. 

Of all the sports for wliich the Park Department provides 
facilities, ba.seball takes the lead. In the various park.s there 
are soveuty-three regularly laid out diainond.s, with j)erraanent 
backstops ; canvas bases are furnished to the players. Temiis 
ranks next, for which game one hundred and two courts 
are laid out, including the posts for the nets. Twenty-four 
football fields were marked out and equipped with goal posts 
last year. Although the past season was a poor one for 
making ice, it is estimated that about 255,000 persons 
enjoyed the sport of skating on the various skating areas 
in the department. "Five cricket creases were kept in order 
for tliis game, wliicli is increasing in populaiity very fiist. 
Lack of continued cold w eat her was disastrous to the game of 
curliiii^: on only two or three days could the game be played. 
The weather, too, was not suited to a successful tobogganing 
season. The two chutes were, however, well patronized 
when the sport was good, and on busy evenings a wait of 
ten minutes for a chance to coast was sometimes necessary. 
The total number who enjoyed the sport is estimated at 
18,975 during the season. The bowlmg green, with its area 
of 126 feet square, seemed to contribute to the pleasure of 
more peisons, relatively to its sise, than any other sport; 
its capacity was strained last year. The attendance of 
golfers on the links amounted last season to 17,050, as against 
16..J32 ill 1907. Xo charge is made by the department to 
anyone participating in the .s])orts fur whicli pro\ision is 
nia<le. Locker and batliing privileges are also free, except 
at Maiiue Park, where a Bmall charge is made by the lessee 
from the city for the use of a suit and closet. 

Franklin Field. 
Talbot and Blue Hill avenue^. 

(77 Acres.) 

On account of the lack of funds, the sanitaiy accommo- 
dations and plumbing are still lackmg in the field house, and an 
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appropriation for these and for some necessary p^radini; is 
much to be desinnl. The house, liowciver, served well for 
shelter and for locker i)n vil(»gcs. Tlie increasing use of Frank- 
lin Field wiW soon make ik fossary the grading of a part of 
the old nuri^(?ry, to add to the area of ground available for 
play. With this in mind, studies will at once be made 
for the consideration of your Board. Besides the facilities 
offered in this fine field for summer sports, about thirty acres 
are flooded in winter for skating. 

The nursery, which occupies a part of Franklin Hdd, 
contains about 22,469 shrubs and 14,241 trees, which are in 
good condition for transplanting into the parks. 

CHRISTOrHER GiBSON PLAYGROUND. 

Dorchester avenue an<J Park street. 
(5.8 Acres.) 

This playground is o(iuip]:)ed for baseball, football, quoits, 
tennis, jumping the bar and putting the shot. A portion of 
the grounds is also laid off for a children's comer, wiiich is 
in charge of a female teacher. The playground is provided 
with a building for shelter and sanitary acconunodations. 
Grading and fencing are much needed. 

Savin Hill Beach and Flayqbound. 

Springdale ftnd Denny ttnets, DorcheBter. 
(i8.6 Acres,) 

This beach is a popular bathing place, where closets are 

furnished to womcji and lockers to men and boys, which 
are free to all who biing towels and suits. These closets and 
lockers have a capacity, at one time, for vv^ht hundred 
bathers, or an average of about three thousaud at each 
tide. 

During the past season an appropriation of five thousand 
dollars was expended for grading the playground, which lies 
behind the bath houses. The site of the playground was a 
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^^alt meadow, wiiich the fiUiiig and grading made available 
iui ball playing. This area was flooded during the pa&i 
winter for skating. An appro])nnti()u is needed for sanding 
the bathing beach and for tilling to strengthen the dike. 

Neponset Playground. 

Neponset avenue. 

(18 Acres.) 

Only a part of this i)layground has been covered with 
loamy gravel and graded for ball playing. The demand is 
for more space available for play^ and an appropriation for 
this purpose is desirable. 

This playground contains a children's comer, with appa> 
ratus, supervised by a female teacher. A building containing 
sanitary accommodations is provided. Skating is enjoyed 
in winter. 

Mystic Playground. 

Chelsea street and Mystic river. 
{£.3 Acres.) 

Equipped w^ith a children's comer, containing simple 
apparatus, under the care of a female teacher. The play- 
•rroimd has space for a small diamond for boys. Sanitary 
accommodations are much needed. 

R0GE1{.S I'ark. 
Lake and Foster streets. 
(6.9 Acre^i.) 

A clump of Babylonian willows across the ui)lan(l of Rogers 
Park, together with a stretch of slo{)iiig lawn, ha.s a pleasing, 
restful effect. The playground area, wliich contains two 
baseball diamonds, could be considerably enlarged were a 
brook that runs across one comer put underground in a 
culvert. Shelter and sanitary accommodations are much 
needed. An appropriation for these requirements and for 
the preparation of the ground and the planting of trees 
around the boundaries of the playground is necessary. 
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North Brighton Playground. 
Wetleni Avwue tmd North Harvard street. 
{14 Acres.) 

A part of this playground has been filled and graded to 
make it available for ^rts. A building funiishes locker and 
eanitajy aooommodations. A quoit ground with day ends 
is railed off in one comer. The graded area eontains space 
for three baseball diamonds or for football; a skating area 
is also provided in winter. Appropriations are needed for 
filling and grading for playground extension, and for the 
preparation of the ground and the planting of bordering 
shade trees. 

BlLLJNGS F]KLD. 
La Grange street, near ('(-nt rc street. West Roxbuiy* 

(11 Acres.) 

The plantation of trees on the Bellevue street slope is 
progressing finely, and will soon afiford abundant shade for 
onlookeiB of the games. Provision is made for ball playing, 
tennis and skating. A sanitary and locker building is needed. 
The body of the field has been filled on a peat bed, which has 
given considerable trouble by unequal settlements from the 
pressure of the overlaid filling. 

ROSLINDALE PLAYGROUND. 
South, Walter and Robert etieeto. 

(5.7 Acres.) 

On this much-used playgruuiid facihties for ball playing, 
tennis and skating are provided. A sanitary and locker 
building is needed. 

CoLT-Mnrs Avenue PLAYGHorxD. 

Coluinbiw avenue and Taiuden street. 

(5 Acres.) 

This playground contains space for four l)a8eball diamonds 
and a children's playground. Ice for skating is furnished in 
winter. 
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For flevenl yean paat this playground has been under the 
eontrol of a committee of the Civic League, which equipped 
the children's playground with apparatus and with teachers. 
This charge was ^ven up by the League last spring 

Sanitary accommodations are much needed here, also a 
large amount of repairs. 

Prikcb Street Flayqboxjnd. 

Prinoe and North Bennet streets. 

{0.4 Acres.) 

This little recreation area has six or seven schoolhouses 
within 350 feet of its center. Its equipment of teeter boards, 
swings and sand boxes is in constant use by the children. A 
female teacher is in chaige during the summer months. San- 
itary accommodations are needed. 

First S riiEET rLAVGiiouND. 
Comer of M street, South Boston. 

(4.6 Acres.) 

This playground contains a well-equipped outdoor gym- 
nasium; a buildiiig with locker, bathing and sanitary accom- 
modations ; and a ball field with space for two diamonds. Ice 
is furnished in winter for skating. 

Fellows Street Platgrodnd. 

Fellows and Hwnnenmn streets. 
(OM Acre,) 

Contains a handball court of two stalls. It is equipped 
also with a shelter, swings and other simple apparatus for 

children's use. A female teacher is in charge. Sanitary 
accommodations are much needed. 

GOTTiLGB StbEET FtiATQROtJNn. 
Near Maveriek street, East Boston. 

(S.85 Acres.) 

Equipped with a children's comer and shelter, aliio a 
building, which was erected during the past season, contaiu- 
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ing sanitary accommoda<ions. There is space for three base- 
ball diamonds and a quoiting ground which occupies one 
comer. Ice for skating is furnished in winter. 

FoBBST Hills and Mount Hope Playground. 

Between Wnshmgton and Florenee streets. 

{9.6 Acres.) 

A fine piece of land, which, by simple drainage, has been 
made fairly available for ball games. Grading would improve 
the ground, but sanitary and locker accommodations are 
more necessary. 

Mascella Street Playground. 

Comer Ritchie street. 
{6.1 Acres.) 

This playground is equipped for ball games, and, \mu% 
located in a populous district, is much used. Lockei*s and 
spray Imlhs for nieri and women aro now installed in the 
building, which also contains sanitary accommodations. 
The slope of the ground, being over 2 feet per 100 feet, will 
not permit of flooding for skating. The removal of the ledge 
outcrop in the grounds would add much needed space for 
sports. 

RANDf)Lrii Street Playokound. 
Albany and Randolph streets. 

Acres.) 

This con vooient and compact playground contains a building 
with sanitary and bathing accommodations. A large room 
in the upper story has been refloored and now serves well 
for an indoor gymnasium for children. Under the super- 

\nsion of the ladies of the South End House, a number of 
working girlb apend the noon hour in the gymnasium. 

One comer of the playground is fitted up for a children's 
comer, which contains simple apparatus. This is under 
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the chaige of a female teacher. The remainder of the play- 
ground is fitted out for bflfieball diamonds. Ice is furnished 
in winter for skating. 

Commonwealth Tl^wg eiouxd. 
C, D aud Qypher streets. South Boston. 

{8,07 Acm.) 

This playground has sanitary accommodations and a 
large space for baseball playing; the grounds are also liooded 
for skating in winter. 

Charlsstown Piatorounb. 

Main and Alford streets. 
(14 Acres.) 

The outdoor gynina.sium in this playground is now com- 
pleted. It contains within its fence a varied assortment 
of apparatus. The playground also contains a handball 
court and four baseball diamonds. Skating is provided 
in winter. A building containing sanitary and locker accom- 
modations is much needed. 

Strandway Playground. 
Columbia road, opposite Newmaa street. 

{14 Acre^,) 

The filling of the flats by the Street Gleaning and Sanitary 
Divisions, together with filling received from contractors 
for excavations, during the past nine yeais, has progressed 
so rapidly that the department now has an area of 12 acres, 

which is already graded for playground purposes. 

A portion of the grounds k sci apart fur the use of chihlron, 
where teeter boards, tilting ladders and other sini])le ap})ara- 
tus are furnished. A foinale teacher is in attomlance. A 
large part of the ground is ilooded in winter for skating. 
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Abhmokt Flatobound. 

near Talbot aimiiie. 

{2.2 Acres.) 

This playground, planted around with trees, and equipped 
for flooding for skating in winter and for ball placing in 
summer, is much used. Shelter and locker accommodations 
are needed. 

In the execution of the work of the department it is with 
pleasure that I testify to the loyal and efficient support I 
have received from Chaxles E. Putnam, en^eer, and from 
Messra. James B. Shea, John W. Duncan and Ralph W. Curtis, 
assistant superintendents. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John A. Pettiorew, 

Supenntendenl, 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IX CHARGE OF 
THE WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S DIVISION AT 
CHARLESBANK. 



To the Honorable Board oj Park Commissumers: 

Gentlemen : — Any report of the work at Charlesbank dur- 
ing the past year must bear a strong similarity to any record of 

the last two or three years, for the difference lies not so much 
in the kind of work done as in the nationality of the women 
and cliildrcn who come to the Lodge, the green and the 
outdoor pryinnarfium. Ten years ago the gymnasts were 
usually bi^; girls and young unmarried women. To-da}' they 
are children, — and the difference in amount of gymnastic 
work pursued is explainable by the earlier marriages of the 
southern races who come to this country as compared with 
the mm native bom who used to frequent the gymnasium. 
It follows natundly again that the number of babies to be 
seen at Charlesbank has greatly increased, and fortunate is it 
for the future health of those babies that they can lie around 
on the green or sleep in their baby carriages under the trees. 

A difference is to be seen also in the "occupations" fol- 
lowed. There is now less desire among the children to read; 
even the fun of cutting out pictures has its limitations, though, 
when cut, pasting them onto blank paper for huim^ orna- 
ment is always permissible. It is dramatics that have taken 
the place of former staid enjoyments. The rapid improvised 
adaptation by the foreign-bom children of stories they hear 
or read is remarkable, as they create the "scenario" of a 
story out of a ragged curtain, tissue paper dresses and broken 
dolls, cups and toys. Dramatics on the green in summer 
and dramatics in the Lodge in winter. 

Dancing to the music of a hurdy-gurdy, however, holds an 
equal charm with dramatics and is now a part of the regular 
summer enjoyment. Croquet is another delight, superior to 
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swinging and never weaiisonic, though it always needs 
instruction in how to behave as well as in how to play. 
In the gymnasium proper class and free hand work are in per- 
petual evidence and are skillfully performed. Baths have 
greatly increased in number as childi t n have learnt to take 
off their hair ribbons in making ready for spray baths. 

The summer attendance averages about the same each 
year only it is never less, just a little more. In winter the 
evening classes increase in attendance (forty to fifty) until 
the approach of Christmas when the girls are busier in the 
stores. Aft^ the holidays the number remains steady at about 
thirty. Those who come are young women of bright intelH- 
gence and good manners, witli an earnest desire for physical 
improvement. 

The doings of the children, every afternoon and all day on 
Saturdays, abound in amusing and pathetic incidents such as 
arise everywhere, woven out of their experience in games, 
swings, books and dramatics. 

The peculiar excellence of Charlesbank consists in its being 
an all-the-year-round home for children and women, independ- 
ent of their own houses or tenements, where not under school 
discipline they are yet expected to be well mannered, clean and 
truthful; and they succeed fairly well by continuous effort. 

They all are attached to the superintendent, Miss Ann I. 
Ix)ftus, who is often a welcome guest in their homes, thus 
strengthening the influence she has gained over them in the 
Lodge and gymnasium. Miss (^uinlan, the assistant suimner 
6Uj)erintendent, has a special knack in playing games with 
the children and in obtaining good gymnastic work from them. 
The committee of ladies still continues to find ever fresh 
intmst in superviong Charlesbank, for there is no end to 
the minor improvements and little kindnesses which it is 
within their scope to enforce. 

K\TE Ganxett Wklls, 
Anna Puillifs Williams, 

CommiUee. 
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ExpendlturM on Acoouat of Maintonaace from 



GommonwMdtb »veoue 

TheFtw 

Bivtrwur. 

OlinrtedFwk 

Afbonmy 

Arnold Arboretum 

West Roxbury Parkway 

Franklin Park 

Columbi* ViNul 

Sirandway 

Marine Park 

Wood Inland Park 

Charlesbank 

Trinity Trianttie. 

<'li:irl<^t<iHn Heights 

Charl«ttown PlaSTpoulul 

I)orrhe"'t»T i'ark 

Franklin Fii'l<i 

Copp's Hill terraces 

CheMnnt Hill Park 

North Uriuhton I'layproiUMl 

Nciniiisot Pill VKrounir 

Piilin^i 1 i.-l.i 

!■ ir^t .Street PlavKTound 

Prince Street PfHyeround 

Mystic PlayKnJun<f 

Fellows Street Play(rroun<i 

Christopher Ciil>!«)n T'layground. .. . 

ColuinbiU) Avetme Pluygrouad 

A«hniont PlavKruuiui 

Savin I fill I'lavdround 

I{<>slin<liil<' Playground 

Forest liilN Playground 

HoRerx Park 

Berners square 

Cottajte Street PlnyRrounil. \\ ard 2 

RariiioIpJi Street PlnyKrr>uii<i 

Marcellu Street Playgtround 

(.'oiiinionwealth Park 

Oflice exj»eu»e 

Misoellaneoua 

Moths 



Roads. 



Groanda. 



S33.714 63 
4.«ft7 » 
8.M8 W 
4.967 75 
8.730 66 
2.076 16 



2.672 03 
3.661 12 

2.523 42 
ivS2 06 
249 70 



454 69 
1.280 28 



tlj 



981 » 

649 92 

88 35 
328 80 



1 



2.378 70 

;►() 5,s 

131 63 

223 16 

199 65 

119 16 

4 50 

317 04 
74 18 



6 00 

7 8 m) 

18 87 
10 00 



6 74 

31 60 
89 18 



18 85 



24 49 



4 50 
4 SO 
23 28 
4 60 



88.818 64 
tMr 85 

8,684 43 

5.751 58 



929 29 
21.792 03 

397 14 
5.061 91 
5.557 74 
2.511 96 
8.668 60 



63 
41 



1,69S 57 
727 23 

1.358 09 

2.7 
554 

2.803 06 
634 09 
563 24 
397 59 
727 04 
555 86 
613 67 
470 75 
463 17 
914 82 
348 94 
279 65 
340 07 
433 37 
498 72 
2 10 
502 72 
722 68 

1.248 11 
362 72 



1^1 97 
8.SS0 «0 



480 97 
47 12 

9.436 22 



1.699 81 
1.562 05 
896 08 



7S8 58 



32 25 
4.538 02 



10 70 
2,423 47 

75 69 



1,277 10 



aOS 54 
M8 SI 



208 04 



421 66 

535 88 
798 73 
23 26 



804.627 67 



88.802 70 



887,700 14 



830.277 05 
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MniAcy 1» 1908, to January 31, 1909. 







W»lla. 


Sheep and 
Water 
Fowl. 


Skatfaw 
and OtfiiBr 
Sports. 


Uen'a 


Women's 

and 
Ghlldicn'tt 

Gym- 
naaiuiD. 


OflBce 
Moths 


Total*. 


S11.834 41 

4 m4 OH 

.'i-i 

f,9I2 18 
930 62 
296 82 
12.574 14 
1.227 90 
3,107 01 
2,810 81 
2,257 87 

■(iifi 21 
^1^^* *** 
















150.758 94 
17.561 46 
12,186 84 
22.669 63 
12,491 73 
3.991 87 
1.273 28 
63,936 45 
6,266 74 
13,825 83 
12.0,55 27 
9,6K3 44 
14,394 79 
4 50 
3..Wi 40 
L.W* 15 
1.9S3 67 
12.HK0 K4 
731 27 
5,50 7 64 
6.159 60 
1.512 4.'i 
822 Fi2 
3.295 53 
1.141 3H 
l,4ti2 .50 
l,0.i5 90 
1,5.50 90 
1,920 31 
7U7 .39 
2,125 94 
713 90 
.595 6S 

- ;o 

1,600 36 
3,264 5.5 
2.937 34 
940 K4 
S,2«)Z .53 
2,120 26 
11,002 61 


f3S3 32 




$419 14 


S2 11 




















419 64 


442 56 




















$227 32 
























230 47 




1 802 93 


3.149 93 


















707 79 
14 00 

330 21 

64 10 




894 36 




5 45 














83J237 02 
4.090 06 












3,004 26 












Hb is 

■O 86 

170 86 
1.284 37 
1J03 23 
352 97 
192 20 

266 47 








17 20 
259 43 
130 50 
1,225 74 














77 87 


79 68 
















786 09 






















51 15 
3S<t S4 
3(Kj <>9 
233 03 
400 87 








126 03 








364 07 
209 64 


























106 12 










319 05 
3G9 22 
394 14 
2-2.7 25 
189 67 










106 85 






241 88 
361 94 

ih--> :'9 
4«6 oO 
165 

ji» 25 
98 87 


















^JO 00 
so 70 

193 16 
1.141 35 

2<is ivi 
23 06 

128 67 

" '29,S 01 
439 19 

1S2 or. 

330 f.5 






































■ 














































•••||i'47 

665 16 
219 72 




















SOd 96 












1 ; 




88.262 53 
2.120 26 
11.093 61 




























HMfU 8< 


8745 27 


8227 32 


83.427 80 


811.060 77 


87,620 07 


86.141 80 


821.476 40 


8309,008 82 
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mOOME. 

RSC£IPrS. 

Balanee from last year SI78 70 

Received for labor 0,460 14 

Keoeived from sale ol buildings, vrool, sheep, grass, 

irood, etc. 902 47 

Rente 2,037 92 

$12^ 23 



PAYMENTS. 



Appropnation Park Department .... 19,640 3i 
Jneonie carried to Qeneral iXty Inoome . 2,044 89 

$12.686 28 



Park Betterments Collected by City Collector to January 31, 1909. 





Canunittwl 
to 

Oolleoior. 


AtMted. 


Net 
mentfl. 


Coll«etMl. 


Outstand- 
ing Jan. 31, 
1909. 


PubUc Park, Back Bay. . 


$434,600 00 


$144,195 73 


?290,404 27 


$290,404 27 






23.543 00 


12.610 SO 


10,926 20 


10,926 20 






135,029 00 


122.000 m 


13.028 34 


13.028 34 




Parkway, Old Harbor. . . 


60,7H9 CX) 


50.4:^6 UO 


l{).3fl3 00 


8,256 00 


S2,107 00 


** Muddy River, 


108.972 UO 


S3. 594 25 


25,377 75 


23,238 75 


2,139 00 


* West Roxbun,'. 


154.107 (K) 


113.658 00 


40,449 00 


31.763 00 


8.6S6 00 


■ Dorcbo0t«r. . . . 


9,713 00 


3,055 54 


6,657 46 


6.927 74 


729 72 




§928,753 00 




$307,aoe 02 


$383,644 30 


$I8.3«I 72 



Public Park and Playground Debt 

Total loans outstanding January 31, 1009 .... $16,333,910 98 

iSstowm. 

emldDg Fund, Januaiy 81, 1000 7,183430 10 

Net Debt, Januaiy 31, 1909 $9,151.281 88 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS. 



COMMISSIONERS' KEPOET. 



Hon. John F. FmosRALD, 

Mai^ cf CUy ofBotion: 
Dbab Sis, — The Boston Park GommiBrioQ has the honor 

to submit herewith its annual report for the year 1909-10. 

During the past year the commission hoo bought land 
for Savin Hill Park, the \\ illiam Eustis Playground in Ward 
17, two neighborhood playgrounds in South Boston and the 
playground at Orient Heights. All of these have been 
obtamed for less than the assessed valuation of the land and 
in each case the balance of the appropnation has gone far 
toward grading, fencing and completing the grounds. 

Locker or sanitary buildings have been designed for Ash- 
mont, Mystic, RosUndale, Cdumbus avenue, Billing Field 
and the WiUiain EustiB Flaygroimds, and these ate either 
under construction or «e hope aie soon to be b^gun in whole 
or in part as the appropiiatioiis may permit. We have had 
the assistance of Mr. William Austin, azehitecti in the designs of 
these buildingB, worldngin coUabomtion with Mr. Fatnam, our 
engineer, who also hsa looked after the execution of the work. 

A large part of the Orient Heists purchase is under water 
to-day, but several acres will be available this spring, and we 
have funds enough to complete the filling. We intend, 
however, to do this filling by degrees as economical opportunity 
ofifere and as was done at Charleetown and at the St randway 
Playground. In the end we shall have a very lar^e play- 
ground at a much cheaper rate than anything else the market 
offered. 
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The only appropriation for playground purchase that we 
have not expended is that for Ward 19. We mucli desire 
to make this puiehaeei but such offer as we have made is 
lefused and we have aa yet found no land that we think can 
be accepted either because the price is too high or the land 
unsuitable. 

The Park Commission is most anxious to induce increased 
use of the parks and playgrounds that it admlnistere. The 

neighboring ocean furnishes constant attraction at Wood 
Island Park and the Strandway, at Marine Park and Fort 
ludepeiidcnce. The costly substitution of a filled roadway 
with a beach of gravel b( t ween the two latter or the building 
of aquaria at City Point (both of which have been urged) would 
only be adding attractions to parks that aheady draw vast 
numbers of visitors. 

Franklin Park lacks the presence of the ocean, and the sole 
fact that it is veiy beautiful seems insufficient to bring people 
to it in its fair proportion. It would undoubtedly be more 
used if automobileB were allowed to enter it, but thus far the 
commisdon has been unwilling to surrend^ to those self- 
asserting vehicles the quiet and seclusion and safety that the 
park now possesses. The approacli by public conveyance 
into Franklin Park is from Culuiabia road entrance, or from 
Columbus avenue entrance, or from Seaver street, which 
connects the two on the northern border of the park, or from 
Forest Hills Station. From Forest Hills Station to the nearest 
point of the car line running through Seaver street is by the 
shortest possible route a very long walk for many adults or 
children. We grant a concession yearly to a firm that during 
summer weather and when it is profitable run barges at 
infrequent intervals through the park for a small fare. It 
might be better if this line were owned and managed by the 
park to run even at some financial loss between the entrances 
and through the park at frequent intervals and at all seasons 
for a slight fare. This would {probably open tiie center of the 
park to many who cannot now reach it. 
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Useful as such conveyances would be wc, however, also feel 
an increasing need of some centers of attraction to interest 
those to whom the loveliness of the landscape is not an ade- 
quate lure . If aquana are built from the Farkman Fund they 
will be stocked with £ieflh em weU aa |alt mter life and they 
might quite as well be at FtanUin Park as at the parks in 
South Boston, which have attractions enough- Deer or other 
animals would please many visitorB and in the dovecotes that 
are now stocked with many varieties of pigeons there is the 
nucleus of what might be a good collection if they were 
housed in a suitable inclosure or a\iar}', to which might be 
attached the winter quarters of the many swans and ducks 
that have to be cared for when the ponds arc frozen. Another 
attraction that we can create with little outlay would be a 
plain, simple out-of-doors garden with all the summer fiowera, 
annual and perennial. Later by the aid of the Parkroan Fund 
there might be added to such a gaiden lines of hothouses for 
winter radiibitions. An open-air amphitheater foimed In a 
lullskle for band concerts or for meetings or ceremonies would 
be most useful and be an improvement on the present band- 
8tand> where there Is no adequate seating. It might form one 
step toward the full completion of Mr. Olmsted's original 
design for "The Greeting," which was to liavi' been the main 
and cuiiJiiiiating feature of his park but which was abandoned 
for economical reasons. This "Greeting" was to have been 
along mall nimiing from Columbia road to "The Playstrad," 
shaded by many rows of tail trees and arranged for promenade 
on foot or in carriage — or to-day in motor — with the music 
amphitheater as its central feature. T\u^ grand focus of the 
park design had the cordial approval of Mayor Hibbard and 
we tnist may be undertaken shortly through means of the 
Paifcman Fund ; but any or all of these " features *' would hdp 
to draw people to Franklin Park and once there its intrinsic 
beauty wiU surely make them care for it. We hope that when 
possible funds may be provided to carry them into execution. 

Unlike Franklin Park the playgrounds that are in our 
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chaige need no "featuneB" to make them draw the inifafic to 
them. To visit any one of them on Sattuday or other week 
day afternoons only makes one long for more of them as places 

of inestimable benefit to the youth of the city. This is true 
of the large fields where ball playing and ail uianly sports :ire 
conducted with tremendous vigor, or the small neighborhoiHl 
playgrounds in populou^s districts where little cliildren and 
their iiKitlirn?, escaping fnnn the cr()wd(\i houses and streets, 
have a chance to enjoy fresh air and quiet. Visit the play- 
grounds, however, on Sunday and they are deserted. The 
boys, so vigorous the day before, are loafing on the comers, and 
it is well if they are not engaged in chucking pennies. Noth- 
ing is doing on the playgrounds. The police would stop any 
games. In winter we flood these places and for some reason 
skating is allowed. In Franklin Park we build toboggan 
slides that ean be used on Sunday and hundreds of people 
gather to see this sport, but in summer there must be no tennis 
playing nor bowb nor quoits nor cricket even in the afternoon 
or after chureh, and even though on private grounds these 
quiet games are carried on by all classes of society to-day 
undisturbul. The logic of all this is a little hard to follow, 
but it appears that skating and tobogganing i\s "forms of 
locomotion'' fare better than anytliing that can be called a 
game. Yankee ingenuity ought to be able to invent more 
"forma of locomotion" for Sunday use on our playgrounds. 
Certainly the laws that forbid quiet and imobtrusive games at 
reasonable lioure, whatever may be said of them in other 
respecter, prevent the full use of our playgrounds, and for that 
reason we shoukl like to see the laws or their enfoicement 
modified. 

The commission is somewhat disturbed by the condition of 
the Fenway. It was originally intended that in case of flood 
the waten of Stony brook and Muddy river should overflow 
the low lands throu^ut the Fenway while awaiting oppor- 
tunity to reach Charles river at the fall of the tide. Muddy 
river now flows through the Brookline avenue conduit to the 
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basin and Stony brook through the new conduit to the river. 
There are two sets of gates between Charles river and the 
Fens. When these are open there is nothing to create a 
cunent and when they are closed water in the Fens has no 
exit or entrance and is simply surface water. Besides, the 
bottom of the ponds in the Fens has never been thoroughly 
cleaned, and at any time there is fikdy to be an overflow from 
Stony brook that should be immediately flushed out of the 
pond. It is, therefore, only a question ci time when there 
will be trouble. The Basin Commission have intended to 
install an electric pumping plant to pump from the Fenway 
into the Brookline avenue conduit, or in some other way into 
the river, thereby creating a cleansing current on tiie Fenway 
which would renew tiie water once in twenty da}'^, but the 
appropriation last year was refused. It is much to be hoped 
it will be granted this year or that some other method of 
ch ringing this water may be adopted. 

But even then much could be done to make the Fens more 
useful. Their original use as an overflow basin being aban- 
doned there is nothing that prevents this great area, nearly as 
laiige as the Common, from being turned into a useful park in 
some such way as a very useful playground has been redeemed 
at very Httle cost from its southern end. A large amount of 
earth is to be moved before long from the subway tunnels and 
if this could be placed on the niai'sh lands of the Fens there 
would 1)0 need of raising them only a little above their present 
swampy surface to turn them into useful upland through 
which the stream might still meander as now. 

At Savin Hill we hope to fill the spaces where dead and 
burnt trees stood with new planting and to level off some of 
the lower land for tennis or other games. Tlie diffs on this 
property are very grand and the view is extensive and beauti- 
ful. As time goes on this little park will be one of our most 
attractive possessions. 

As pdnted out in the report of our superintendent, little 
has been done towards planting the extension of Common- 
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wealth avenue beyond its junction with Brookhne avenue. 
Appropriations that have been asked for have been refused. 
Thifl avenue looks leas as if it were in park control than any 
property under our care^ and we greatly desire an opportunity 
to make it better. 

In aeeoidanoe with the vote of the Park Conunisaion in 
1907, the work of renewing the soil thxoui^out the gmss plots 
of Commonwealth avenue from Dartmouth street to Massa- 
chusetts avenue wa^ carried out last summer. The soil there 
was very poor and dust and street sweepings had been 
wliirled upon it by passing vehicles. It is now deep and 
rich throughout, and the comparatively slight job of moving 
the trees is to be undertaken at once. The avenue will then 
assume the appearance that it was originally designed to have. 

The park system has now been in operation so long that a 
considerable number of our laborers are, through infirmity <d 
one or another kind, unable to do such a full day's labor as the 
same pay would bring from younger men. We beUeve that the 
public would not expect us to dismiss such assistants. We 
also think that to permit shorter hours or lighter work for the 
same pay would be undesirable for any force. If a retiring 
pension could be saved from the pay of men in their youth, 
redeemable at anj time, the difficulty might be solved. We 
have asked the Finnnre Commission what course as regards 
such men would meet with their approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBEBT S. PeABODT, 

Jambs M. Prendbroabt, 

DaKISL H. Ck>AKLET, 

Commusioners. 

Februaiy 7, 1910. 
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SUPERINTEiN DENT'S REPORT. 



To BoBBBT S. Fbabodt, Jawbs M. Fbsndbbqabt and 
Daniel H. Coakley, Ccmniiammen: 

Gentlemen, — I hcrcT^ith submit a report of the work 
performed in the department under the direction of your 
Board during the year 1909. 

FbAKKiiZN Pabk. 

The plantations of young trees in Franklin Park continue 
to show the same satisfactory progress. These plantations 
have bee n re gularly thinned, in order that the trees in their 
young stages of growth might not injure each other by over- 
crowding. The soil conditions are excellently suited for tree 
growth, and within a few years the plantations should assume 
mone the character of old woodlands than of plantations of 
young tieefl. This treatment of the thinning out of young 
plantations need not be continued to the extent of making 
each tree a specimen of its kind, but only until the trees have 
attained strength and show some individuality, when the 
thinning should be done with the view of forming pleasing 
combinations in grou])3 and masses* having due regard to 
provision for development and healthy growth. This will 
allow for a fair measure of individuaUty in each tree without 
destroying the mass effects. 

Some of the old woodlands, of which The Wilderness. Long 
Crouch Woods and Abhots^sood are examples, are unJorlaid 
with rock, with picturesque outcroppings of ledge and large 
boulders. These areas, by their location and the character 
of their topography, are eminently fitted for forest growth, 
but, unfortunately, they are thinly covered with loam and 
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the growth consequently is stunted. Efforts have been made 
in the past to remedy tliis condition \ >y the addition of loam, 
but, with the exception of the woodlands and bnre slopes 
surrounding the glade, the work has been Hmited from lack 
of funds. Now, however, that the Parkman Fund is available 
for expenditures in Franklin Park the interests of the future 
call for an appropriation from this fund for the addition of 
loam to sterile areas on which tree planting or tree growth 
is deariy indicated. 

To meet the requirements for road oil storage, a ronf oroed 
Portland cement concrete tank, with a capacity of 25,000 
gallons, was constructed in the admuustration yard. Adjoin- 
ing this a similar structure was erected for the storage of 
inflammable oils, varnishes, etc. These are sufficiently distant 
from the bialdings to insure to them a reasonable freedom 
from risk of danger in case of fire. The enlargement of the 
administration yard, by cutting into the hillside, has been 
prosecuted whenever a favorable opportunity occurred for 
using the excavated material. 

As is usual generally throughout the park system, all 
diseased or overcrowding trees were cut down and sawed up 
into lumber or firewood. In the shrubberies, too, much work 
of renovation, by pruning, removal or replanting, was done 
during the season. Such attention keeps shrubberies fresh 
and attractive. 

Arnold Arbobbtum, Olustbd Park and Rivbbwat. 

Little other work than that of maintenance was performed. 

The condition of the young plantations of trees ai Oluijsied 
Park and in the Riverway is very satibfactory, oaks, ashes, 
magnolias and maples showing the remarkable growth of 
twenty to thirty-five feet in ten years from planting. 

The Fens. 

Soil conditions in the Fens preclude the possibility of 
obtaining free growth in trees. Even its shrubbeiy is stunted 
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in growth, planted as it is in a thin layer of loam laid over 
sterile water-washed gravel. These conditions, however, 
could be much improved by appropiiatious for the purchase 
of loam to reinforce its planted areas. For this purpose the 
Parkman Fund is available. 

CoimoNWEAurEi Avenub. 

No further appropnaiiua Inui lAmn made for continuing 
the work of planting the line trees on that i)art of Common- 
wealth avenue west of Beacon street, and it is to be regretted 
that advantage is not taken of the possibilities of this fine 
avenue. Its course is laid for miles through a beautiful 
rolling landscape; yet, with the exception of a row of oaks 
planted between Brighton avenue and Warren street, it is 
barren of shade or arboreal charm, other than what may be 
imparted by trees growing outside of its boundaries. The 
reverse of this picture is arching vistas of greenery, with 
shaded drives and walks and the added softening eiSect of 
foUage on the hard arcHtectural lines of the houses. 

Crarlesbank and Wood Island Pabk. 

No work other than that of maintenance was performed at 
these parks. 

The attendance at the Charlesbank men's gymna^uim was 
141,200 for the year and 38,575 at Wood Island Park 
gynmasium. At the women^s gymnasium at Charlesbank 
the attendance for the year of women and children was 35,000. 
This part of the Charlesbank was, as usual, ably supervised by 
Mrs. Kate Gannett Wells and Mrs. Anna Phillips Williams, an 
account of which in detail will be found elsewhere in this 

Marinis Park and Castle Island. 

The filling of the large pond in Marine Park progresses slowly, 
due to the great de\>{ li of the water. The material is received 
from the street Department without cost to this department, 
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the only expense incurred being the amount expended in 
grading. It is expected that the filling will be completed 
in two years more, when it would then seem wiae to begin the 
filHng of the two smaller ponds. Were these aieas turf cov- 
ered they would, with their sheltenng backgrounds of trees^ 
prove admirable places for games and eports; such spaoes 
aie much needed in Maiine Park. 

At CSastle Island the aamtary aeconmKxiatione In the fori 
have been completed and an opening made from the case- 
matea throu^ the wall of the fort to the eastern slope of the 
idand. This will prove very convenient for aoeeas to the 
shelter of the fort in case of storms. 

Marine Park and Castle Island deservedly grow in popular- 
ity with the people, thousands of whom during the hot 
weather crowd its promenades and benches to breathe the 
cool sea breezes. 

Parkways and Maintenance. 

It Lb with regret that I have to report our inability to keep 
our drives in good condition with our present appropriations. 
Having no general appropriation for improvement or con- 
struction, we are compelled to draw from maintenance account 
for such works of construction or improvement as may be 
found to be absolutely necessary and for which no special 
appropriations have been made; for example, drafts on main- 
tenance for construction work were made during the past 
four years as follows: 





Total 
ADMoprntion 


Spent for 
Ooutruetion 
Mid MiMwllaMOQi. 


Net Appro pria* 
tioaAvmUable 
for MaintaMmw. 


1906 


1340,915 48 

336,144 87 
309.008 32 
366^173 07 


$48»794 95 

23,978 82 
20,038 60 
66,370 45 


$292420 63 

312,166 05 
288,969 72 
306,801 62 


1907 




1900 
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These deductions bring the maintenance approprialiona 
down to an amount entirely inadequate to the needs of the 
department. This in best illustrated by a comparison of the 
• cost for maintenance, per acre, of eiglit important i)ark 

departments in the United States, as seen in the table on 
page 36. 

The following table shows the cost of the maintenance of 
roads for the past dght years, together with the average cost 
for the eight years. This table includes all labor, teamiiig» 
' road repaiiB and oUing for the auppresrion of dust. 

I 



Cuor Bqcark Yaad. 



MAMMUMAMem OV BOAM. 


YftrO*. 


im. 1 IMS. 


1904. 


IfOf. 


IH«. 


1907. 


1908. 


I9«f. 


ArlinKtOli ittMttoBMeon 


60,61X1 
203,700 
204,300 

372,800 

mioo 


$0,216 


so. 244 




«U.242 




40.218 

.083 

.122 

.120 
.008 


40.170 

.083 
.090 


40.LS» 

.089 
.088 


&.']iu:i'.rtirealtii av*aa«i 
is>-:u (-a ilnak to NOTrton 




Commuiiweaith a v • a u e , 
Arliocton itnal to Nev- 










40.210 

.120 
.088 


Fen*, F{!v«»rw»y, Olfnjted 
Fraztkliu fmtk and Arnold 


.075 

.on 


.079 
.C79 


.105 
.074 


.0«2 
.076 




M7^ 


to.o»i 


fO.OM 


to. 106 


to. 101 


to.ias 


10.107 


80.007 


80.107 



Avarace oost of mAiateoaDoe p«r aoauiQ for eight yean of all park roada except at CliestDUi Hill Parii, 
tOilQBpv MiuinjrBnL 
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FABXa PL4TOBOUND6 AND BOADB. 

Am IMNI «o IMS. 



PAms OK PL4T«BOUirO. 




Cost feb Acre. 



[Commonwealth aT«nue 
Commonwealth • v e d u e , 
with eztaiiiikm to NewtOP 
liM 



S. Bhwmar 

4. QtanitadFitk.. 
5. 

e. 

7. WmI Bosbniy Pkrihvagr. 

8. naakttttPMk 

0. Oolunbtetotd 



«/ Marine Park. 
' \CaMle Island. 



12. Wood Island Park . . . 

13. CharlcBbank 

U. Trinity Trtoa^.,.., 

1ft. CbailMtown BtWito. 
1ft. 
IT. 

18. FtanUlBFlakl. 

19. Oopp*«BUIT«r 
90. ChMtautHillPkik.. 
SI. North Brighton thunmrni 

SS. NapOBMt FlayiMiiiid 

SS. BDUofiFfBld 

M. VlnlSferaetPtagRPOiwd"" 

36» PrlBM8ti««tPlaranMuid... 

M. If f>kia Fl^wmtttd 

27. 



I • * » 4 ■ ■ * 



112.7 
Ufi.O 
40.0 
180.0 
80.0 
t2S8.0 
1180.0 
«>7.0 
81.2 
71.8 



62 
25 



I] 



55.6 
10.0 

o.u 
ft.l 

14.0 
26.0 
77.0 
0.6 
M.4 
14.0 
18.0 
11.0 
4.6 
0.4 
2.8 



1 

Iftl. 


IfOl. 


1804. 


IMS. 


IM4. 


im. 


1906. 


1889, 


1698 


S713 


8628 


$691 


















#0OO 


•O/O 


«40o 


■ ■flu 








ion 


1 AO 


J <U 


14o 


Ul 


288 


808 


m 


384 


427 


450 


322 


588 




181 


117 


190 


1 Jill 


1 MK 

loo 


1 


MS 


100 


100 


817 
**• 






oOO 


oOv 


SDN 




9S 


M 


*o 


3Ut 
Ow 


SI 


lo 


mm 
lO 


ft 

D 


• 


9 
w 


7 


< 


91 


io 
1^ 


mi 


110 


111 




103 




ISO 


1 1^ 




140 


181 


897 






9711 


1 TQ 
I/O 


919 
ZIT 




AV 


V« 


Ml 




kit 


lOl 


ISA 

uo 


125 


118 


111 


176 


174 


231 


227 


228 


118 


131 


121 


143 


159 


184 


179 


207 


1.096 


I.lOO 


1.003 


933 


969 


1.161 


1.479 


1.485 


IS 




184 




11 


77 


37 


77 


452 


369 


307 


417 


489 


579 


606 


019 


109 


111 

111 


113 


107 


127 


110 


109 


180 


22 


18 


44 


61 


69 


67 


79 


68 


113 


78 


72 


91 


92 


112 


95 


87 


686 


817 


833 


047 


776 


1.498 


1.260 


000 


67 


92 


79 


106 


113 


119 


108 


112 


142 


76 


76 


03 


99 


175 


196 


219 


86 


48 


76 


80 


75 


77 


87 


07 


160 


93 


102 


88 


92 


112 


77 


189 


229 


241 


631 


448 


519 


677 


708 


810 


590 


739 


2.042 


2.257 


2.607 


2.511 


2,930 


400 


760 


8S8 


286 


36S 


497 


432 


630 


294 


>| 1.732 


806 


535 


814 


1,122 


1.184 


1,351 


2B9 



* At tlie end el 19U5, 82.7 acres v,cTf added by the plaeind of that portion oi Comiiu>awcalth aveuue 
WMl of BfOOkUD* AVODIM ondoktending to the Newton c\ty line under the care of the Fvk 

thp total improved area of parks, playgrounds and roBd« now mRintainod 1,021 aeres. 
fOf this ar«a 16 . 8 acres of roads and waUu are maiataiaed by the city. } Unimproved. 
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PABK8. PLAYOBOUNDS AND SOAD&— CiHWiMM. 



OB Pl.4TaMNIIIft. 



Con m Ada. 



■ OAT 




1 AAJ 
IW4. 




t QUA 


1907 






$374 


$296 


$258 


$301 


$278 


$261 


$279 


$280 


eM 


•M 


883 


463 


4S9 


333 


394 


806 


sni 




2H 








332 


9fl 


157 


108 


194 


160 


328 


269 


292 


874 


418 


180 


808 


235 


216 


269 


198 


876 


14 


82 


180 


86 


60 


29 


79 


86 


164 


181 


48 


107 


220 


246 


132 


888 


M 


87 


188 


181 


193 


337 


313 


564 






466 


725 


609 


887 


1.193 


707 




•4 


373 


315 


608 


480 


593 


068 








5 


71 


59 


119 


146 


17tt 


868 


68 


118 


93 




816 


9 


4 










10 


y 
















$115 


$110 


$106 


$120 


$152 


$ltl2 


$160 


$100 



80. 

80. 
8L 
88. 
88. 
84. 
86. 
86. 
87. 



40. 



Christopher GOmob Fifty- 
ground 

Cktlombua Avenue P 1 • jr- 
imd. 

OBtl 

fiUl 

FioftHilhiPlnyinwiBd 

BacmPuk. 

CottMie BbM* PlwnimuMl. . . 
Baadolph BtnH Ptaavowid* 
Mamlla Stnet FlayinniiMl.. . 
OcwnipiBiwiltli PtamMund** • 
Ookflqoan 

Averace 



5.8 

6.0 
8.8 
6.8 
8.7 
8.6 
6.8 
8.8 
8.8 
8.1 
8.1 
0.83 
1.8 



1921.69 



While Boston possesses a compact and convenient park 
system, good soil and many natural advantages, the quality 
of its maintenance is only mrMliot ro. This is discernible to 
the trained eye in the condition of the drives, which are worn 
down in many places to their foundations; in the lack of 
thorough cultivation in the plantations of young trees, and in 
the ragged edges of the paths and drives, as well as in many 
other ways. 

. The use of oil for the suppieseion of dust grows in favor. 
The oost of oiling diuing the post year was 10.018 per square 
yard. It must be remembered, in comparison with the 
watering method, that oil controls the dust both day and 

night. The use of sand, as a cushion for the surface of the 

roads, as an absorbent for the oil, is still n taincd iia an impor- 
tant factor for success, as are also the patch-wagons, equipped 
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with oil, water, cruflfaed stone, scieeningB and paving lazmnen, 
for patching holes in the suifoce of the loadways. 

Flatobounds. 

The department playgrounds now number twenty-five, 
four new j^Iaygroundb being acquired by purchase during the 
past year. These new playgrounds arc located in Wards 1, 
13 and 17. A list of the playgrounds, showing their areas, 
cost, etc., "will be found elsewhere in this report. 

Under an act of the Legislature and by an arraog^ent 
with your department, the Bchod Committee during last 
summer operated the children's comerB in severnl of the 
playgrounds, paying the cost of maintenance. The School 
Committee, in addition, occupied such playgrounds ss suited 
its purpose between the houis of 4.15 and 5.30 each afternoon 
during the summer. Although any plan which entails divided 
authority is doubtful of success, yet this one proved an excep- 
tion to the rule, due, I think, principally to the tact and 
judgment of Dr. T. F. Harrington, director of school hygiene. 

Of the constniction work performed in the playgrounds 
during the past year the follo^^^ng were the most important: 

A locker building in FrankJin Field, embod>ino: slu lter, sani- 
tary^ accoiiiniodatioiLs, spray baths, check and loclver boxes. 
The erection of this building makes possible the removal of 
the old wooden sanitary buildings. 

At Rogers Park the Sewer Department placed the brook 
in a conduit below the surface of the ground. This will enable 
us to enlaige the playground area. 

At North Brighton Playground the digging of the Gam- 
bridge Subway enabled the department to obtain filling at a 
cheap rate to extend the area of graded ground and incvesse 
the facilities for play; 7,000 loads have now been deliveied. 
Loam beds for the planting of trees all around the border of 
the playground ha\-c been prepared, and European elnus will 
be planted in the spring. 
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At BiDmgs VUM a lundsome design for a sanitary building 

hBJ3 been selected. Owing, however, to a little de- 
ficiency in the appropriation, work lias to be temporarily 
deferred. 

At Roslindale Playgrnund a contract has been let for a 
sanitary building and work is to be commenced at once. 
The old brook, which was temporarily pro%ided for by the 
department, haa been placed by the Sewer Department in a 
conduit beneath the ground. 

At Columbus Avenue Playground a contract has been let 
and work commenced on a sanitary and locker building. 
A portion d what ia intended to be a laig^r building is under 
contract for erection at Charlestown Playground. This will 
contain samtaiy conveniences; the completed building will 
contain lockers and spray baths as weU. A new sanitary 
buOding is neariy completed at Ashmont Playground. The 
designs of the various buildings contracted for during the 
past yt ar are by William D. Austin. These building3 wiU 
be both attractive and convenient. 

Wilham Eustis Playground: At tliis newly acquired play- 
ground tiie graiiing, including a shallow basin for a skating 
area, has been completed and loam borders have l>een pre- 
pared for the planting of trees around the grounds. In the 
spring a concrete post fence, with panels of electrically 
welded wire, will be erected, the poets for which are now 
ready in the shops of the department. This fence will be 
10 feet high, and will be set 10 feet in from the lot lines. 
On the lot lines a low pipe rail and concrete post fence will 
be set. These fences will serve to stop many driven balls 
from leaving the grounds, and at the same time will protect 
the trees and shrubbery planted on the borders. 

At West Third Street and West Fifth Street Playgrounds 
in South Boston plans have been made for developing these 
new playgrounds. Work will be commenced early in the 
spring ou grading and preparing loam beds for planting trees, 
for which purposes we have money available. 
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AppidpiiatioDB aie needed for ccmstniction work in the 
fdlowing playgrounds: 

FmMin Fidd, — To complete the srading around the new 
locker building and to construct the piazza rail, the tenace 
balustrade and the cement floor in the basement; to extend 
the area of the graded ground in the field for increased playing 
facilities now needed. 

Savin Hill Playground. — To provide for a little additional 
filling and grading, band for the beach and enlarged accom- 
modation for boy bathers. 

Nepoiiset Fiaijgfrnind. — To increase the playing area, now 
cramped, by additional Hlling. 

Mystic Playground. — To raise the dock wall and to erect 
thereon a substantial iron fence for the protection of the 
children. 

Rogers Park. — To erect a sanitary building and to do some 
grading in the playground. Loam is also needed for the 
idanting of trees around the boundary of the i^yground. 

Ninth BrigkUm Playground, — To do additional grading 
for the enbrgement of the playmg area. Fences are also 
needed. 

BQlings Fidd. — To secure filling in order to raise the 

center of the playground; also loam to plant trees around its 
borders. 

Roslindale Playground. — To build a retain iiig wall. Some 
filling and grading; also fences are needed. 

Columbus Aveiiue Playground. — To erect fences. 

Prince Street Playground. — To provide sanitary accom- 
modations, drainage and pavement. 

Fellom Street Playground. — To provide sanitary accommo- 
dations. 

Cottage Streei Playground, — To erect fences. 
FareH HUU and ML Hope Playground, — To provide sani- 
tary accommodations and grading. 
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Sirandway FUtyground. — To provide sanitavy accommo- 
datioDB, grading and fences. 

Gypsy and BROvra-iAiL AIuths. 

We have succeeded in combating these pests so succeas- 
fuUy that serious damage has been avoided. The cost, however, 
18 a aeriouB tax on our resourees, being last year $15,499.21; 
the amount of anenate of lead uaed was thirty tons. The 
whole system was sprayed, testations are now only to be 
found on the borders where pupating larvsB crossed over from 
neighboring property. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. Pettigrew, 

SuperiiUendenl. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN CHARGE OF 
THE WOMEN'S AND GKILDREN'S DIVISION AT 
CHARLESBANK. 



To the HanoTobU Board 0/ Fork Conrniasionen: 

Gentlemen, — Our superrisioii of tbe women's andchildren's 
division of Charlesbank during the past year has piesented 
no new features of interest save those incidental to a change 
of population which has necessitated changing emphases. 

The frequenters at Chariesbank now are chiefly from the 
foreigu-born southern classes of Kurope. At Charlesbank 
they conic into close contact with their Americiinizod country 
women, whose more formal behavioi gradually modilus theirs. 
This transformation is interesting to watch and to hasten as 
far as friendliness on our part {)ernut8. 

With the children our task is far easier. They quickly 
assimilate our language and our ways, and though almost 
each day will reveal some ludicrous instance there is never any 
direct disobedience, yet occasionally a child may have to be 
sent home from Charlesbank for one or more days. At the 
opening of the summer season a week always suffices to reduce 
the good-natured turbulence of the women and children to 
a pleasing order. Very patiently will the lines of children, 
from fifty to seventy-five m each, wait in turn for entrance to 
the gymnasium or to the shower baths. Last summer a baby 
and a baby caniage show with Charlesbank prises of crochet 
and raffia work, made by the children and pven for the best 
cared-for baby and the neatest carriage, stimulated the desire 
for cleanliness. 

Our previous reports have alluded to the free use of the 
green as a family picnic ground. Within the last two years 
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croquet has been added as a favorite diversion and lias bron^t 
to 118 an older class of girls, who come from their shop work 
for an hour or more of play in the late afternoon. Our daily 
average summer attendance is more than a thousand, with 
three hundred more on a Jewish hohday. 

The shower baths, on a summer day from 100 to 130, "per- 
sonally supervised" by a teacher, are in constant use throu^- 
out the season and are frequently sought in winter. 

Besides the v^pilar elass work in dementary gjnnnastiGS^ 
the free museular development of the children is greatly helped 
by gymnastic plays of which they never tire. The sand pens, 
reading, story tellmg and kindergarten work fill up the days, 
dramatics holding the place of honor. That each little pky 
acted may be seen by all, the commission kindly had two 
large movable platforms built, on which the children become 
actors or take part in folk dances, to which a hurdy-gurdy, 
provided by a friend, lends enchantment. 

The wiiitrr work fur the children every afternoon and all 
day on Saturdays consists of simple gymnastics, swinging, 
games, dramatics again, and many direct educative influences 
which we call play, the average attendance being about 
150, with usually more on Saturdays. The evening classes, 
four times a week for the older girls, include gymnastics, folk 
dandng and basket ball. 

Whenever music can be regularly provided for the dancing, 
the classes, which now average from fifteen to twenty an even- 
ing, win increase in number. We have a piano but no pianist. 
It is very desuable not merely to keep the present interest 
but to create a demand among young women for what Charles- 
bank evening classes can give but which witliout mubic iall 
below the attractions of other gv mnasiums. 

So large is the attendance all through the year and so 
difhcult is a kindly watchfulness by the teiichers over chil- 
dren of all ages and tongues that this summer (1910) a 
second assistant has been provided during the vacations of 
the pubhc schools, the supenntendent and her two assistants 
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taking turns in l>eing present throughout the Sundiivs. The 
upper story of the lodgp with its toilet rooms is open all the 
time. 

Miss Ann I. Loftus, the suj^erintendent, is unwefthed in her 
patience, inventiveness and fidehty. 

RespectfuUy Bubmitted, 

Kat£ Gannett Wells, 
Anna F&illzps Wiluams. 
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Location and Area of Parks and Playgrounds. 



JUaub. 



Area, 

AcTM. 



Locatioa. 



Ward. 



Riwwmj Qa BmokllM 16J Mm).. . . 
OknalMl FlMk (te BnokUM 18 MN*) . . 

Arborway 

Arnold 

WMfcfl 

FnakUn Mc 

Cohnabia road 

Strandwmy 

Marine Park and Caatla laland 

Wood Likuad riMrfc 

Ohorleatown Heighto. 

Oorehester Park 

Franklin Field 

North End Beach and Copp't Hill 
Terraoea. 

Chestnut Hill Fkrk (RoNnroir and ad- 
jacent lands, IflOjOOMMi). 

Savin Hill Park 

Ropers Park 

Aatunoot PlaygrooiMl 

Charleetown Playground 

Christopher Gibson Plu.vKround 

Columbus Avenue Playground 

CotUge Street 

Fellown Str^t Playground 

First Streft PlavRround 

Forest Hiiis Playground • 

Maroclla Street PtayglMBd. > •< • 

Mystic PlavRTound 

NerH>n*et Playground 

North Brighton Playground 

Orient Heights Playground...... 

Prince Street Playarround 

Rnndnlnh Street Playground.... 

Roslintiale Playground 

Savin Hill PlayRround 

West Fifth Street Playground... 
West Third Street Playground... 
William Eustis Playground 



112.7 
116.0 
40.0 

180.0 

88.0 
898.0 
180.0 

887.0 

31.2 

71.3 

78.2 

56.0 
10.0 

6 1 
26.0 
77.0 

4.3 

55.4 

8.26 
0.0 
8.3 
11.0 

14.0 

5.8 

6.0 
8.07 



8.85 

85 
6 

e 

1 

3 
0 



4 

0 
6 

2 
18 



14.0 
8.81 
.4 

2.8 
3.7 
6.0 
.41 
.28 
4.88 
1.8 



Arlingtoo afenat to Newton Una 

Beacon itiMt to BraoUina avHuit 

Brooktina avnouo and BtoookliBB Hdo to 

HuQttnston avgnua. 
Huntingtmi avwraa and BraoUlM Km to 

Prince street. 

Prince street to Franklin Flark 

South, OBntea and Waltor aliaato. . » 

Centre tliart toWarfiington ■tragi, Balbvw 

HiU. 

Ssavar street to Morton street and BIlH EtIIl 

avenue to Forest Hills street. 

Franklin Pltrk to Marine Park 

Columbia road, from railroad bridci to 

Marina Park. 
Farragut road, City Point 

Neptune road, frooi Banningtop straal 

Charles street, from CkmbfM«S atTMi to Ls^ 

erett street 

Bunker HiU and Madford streeto 

DorohMtor avMMia aad Riehmond gtnat. .. . 
Talbot aad Btao HiU avwMa 

Commercial and Charter atreets 

Beacon street and Com roon wealth avoauo, 

Brighton. 

Grampian way 

lalce and Foster streets 

Brent street* oaar Talbot avenue 
La Grange ai 

street. 

Main and Alford streets 

Dorchestor avenue, Geneva avenue and Park 
■tre«-t. 

Columbus avenue and <,'*mfiwn street 

C. D and Cyphar atMOtg aad Mi. Waiuai^ 

ton avenue. 
Cottage street, near Maverick street..****. . 

FellowTj and Hunneman streets 

Fir^tt iind M titrwta 

Washington and Florence streets. ......*.. 

Ritchie, Hi^hliuid anil Mnrcella straoig 

Chelsea »tre«t and .Mystic river 

Nepooaet avenue 

Western avenue and North Harvard Stioat . 
Saratoga and Boardman streets. . ......... 

Prince and North Hennet streets 

.Albany and Randolph .itri-*'!!! 

South, UolxTt and South Walter streets.. . . 

Sjpringdale and l>enny streets 

West Fifth street, between D and Estfoeta. 

West Third street, corner B street 

Norfolk avenue and Proctor street. ........ 

Plynioutli and Belig' 
wood avenue, 



11.88 
10. 11, 18 
10 

10,88^88 

88 



14. 15, 16.20 
14, 15. 15 

14 



8 
4 
84 
84 

6 
25 

24 
25 
84 



4 

24 

18 
18 

2 
17 
6 
23 
88 
8 
24 
25 
1 
A 
0 
23 
24 
13 
18 
17 
10 
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INCOME. 



XBCBIPXS. 

Balance from l&st year $17 55 

Received for labor 5,138 46 

Itoorived frwn nie of bTiildiii(B» wool, theep, gnua^ 

wood, «te 964 33 

Rents 2,763 50 

Betterment? 250 00 

Sale of land 21 25 

W474 98 

PATMENT8. 

Appropriatiou Park Department .... $4,934 38 

laoome cairied to general eity inoome 3^619 41 

Sinking Fund 27135 

Balaaoe on hand Januatv 31, 1910 .... 349 94 

>0il74 98 



PiMk B«llcriiMiits Colloctod liy CHy Coltoclor to Jmnry 31, 19H^ 





Oiiiiii iit tod 
Collector. 




Net Aoseaa- 
mmta. 


CoUoetml. 


OutaUnd> 
iag J«a. 81, 
1910. 




$184.000 00 


8144,108 78 


8800,404 87 


8800.404 37 




MbrioeML 


SMtt 00 


18.816 80 


10.036 20 


10.936 80 






iSSjOWOO 


188.000 66 


18.038 84 


18.038 84 




Itekmr, Old Haibor. . . 


00.780 00 


8D.496 00 


10.868 00 


a8B6 00 


83,107 00 


« IfnddyBivw.. 


108,072 00 


88,804 SB 


86,877 76 


88,888 75 


3.180 00 




154.107 00 


118308 00 


40 W 00 


81,818 00 


8.880 00 




0.718 00 


8.08B 84 


6.657 46 


5.087 74 


730 78 




8920,7&3 00 


8529,690 98 


1307,050 02 


8383.094 30 


$13,361 72 



Public Pferic and Piayfroand Debt 

Total loans outotaading January SI, 1910 .... $16,331,910 98 

■fftioiirfii- 

Sinldng Fond January 31, 1910 7,713,870 54 

Net Debt January 31, 1910 $8.618.040 44 
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Expeadituret on Account of Land and Construction 
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8iippt)r> 












ft,SB8 28 
1«85B0» 
88B IB 

SjOSB 72 


Cbstb Iih&d 


tS46 OB 












CMIi^ fltawi Rsyvottul .•>•••. top 












ta.4B2«8 






IBB 4B 


W2 00 
12B 87 




M 82 


100 47 
78 00 










284 4B 
































16 80 












882 7« 


4.807 86 










200 00 




as 


BB.DB1 IB 


B871 87 


88.040 84 
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from February I, 1909, to January 31, 1910. 



Gymaasium 




Wan. 


Lmm. 


Clearing 

UfOwHla 


Grand- 
•nno* 




ToUL 
















81.688 86 
3.403 17 
306 17 
609 08 
8.461 86 
680 88 
099 30 
76 00 
881 88 
10,000 00 
84.173 38 
61 16 
90.408 60 
72,963 98 

200 00 




































































8110 60 




tOftl M 


























88<7 87 






















810,000 00 
81.807 66 










88,964 78 










844 86 














80.403 60 
86,387 87 


607 38 




8888 18 


486 37 
























81.188 88 


8847 37 


8888 18 


•488 78 


I3;a64 78 


8118 60 


8128,607 88 


8188.641 18 
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EipMiditurM on Account off Malnfunonoe 



The Fena 

Riverway 

Olmsted Park 

Arborway 

Arnold Arbort>ttim 

West Roxhury Paifctrtgr 

Franklin Park 

Coliitiibia Road 

8trandway 

Marine Park 

Wood laland Park 

Charlesbank 

Trinity Triangle 

CJiarKstown HeiKhta 

CharlcBtown Playground 

Dorchi-ster Park 

Franklii) Fidel 

Copp's Hill Ti'rracofl 

Chestnut Hill Park 

North Brighton PlayKTouad. . . . 

Nnponset PlayRround 

Billings Field 

First Strwt I'liivtjround 

Prinoe Street F'laygrouad 

Mystic Playground 

Fellows Street Playground 

Chriatopher Gib'^on Playground. 
Columbus Avcnui* PiaygRMUld.. 

Ashmont Flayground 

Savin Hill I'laygrouad 

RoslindaN- Playground 

Furer^t Hillx Ptaam^ioUlMl 

RngtTM I'lirk 

Bcruers Square 

Ofik S<iunrt;' 

Cottage Street Playground 

Randolph Street I'liivground . . . 
Marci'ilii Street I'luyground . . . . 

William lui-tin Playground 

Cornnioiiwculth Park 

Miac<'ll!ini'o(i!< 



Totals. 



Cleaning, 
Patrhirig 
and Oiling. 



$17306 07 
"4388'46 



$22,764 47 



WaOo. 



$32,114 38 
5.417 75 

4.05O as 

6.731 0<) 
3.630 76 
2.332 69 



$2,611 66 

982 71 
378 73 
77.H 70 
7t'. 07 
400 25 



4,661 .37 
5,733 69 
2.617 08 
966 07 
51 43 



243 43 



1,366 47 



$69,414 00 



2,189 41 
239 28 
170 26 
296 72 
267 71 
131 S3 
9 25 
228 94 
152 38 

6 63 

7 91 



67 10 
20 11 
5 24 



19 50 



24 60 

16 73 
6 30 

77 20 
8 98 

3 00 
6 62 
2 25 
48 17 



2 
47 

8 
74 



2i> 
82 
59 
35 



11 88 
31 05 



8up] 



Moih 



$2,098 40 
5.H07 28 
4,U43 00 

12.517 88 
4.00$ 07 



\,2'>5 48 
31,009 04 
444 21 
5,174 70 
6,521 63 
4.633 37 
6.01$ $$ 



2.411 38 

1.745 68 
398 00 

2.052 82 
54 9 87 

3.4<>8 19 
782 01 
693 01 

1,059 52 

1.215 16 
110 83 
599 41 
129 41 
462 97 

1.237 94 
377 79 
527 76 
597 75 
l.W 54 

1.352 80 



919 62 
693 50 
1,810 90 
43 09 
609 05 



42 85 

22 ie 



12 74 

51 65 
31 12 

9 44 

52 15 



6 82 



$9,403 54 |$107,787 00 | $21,114 24 



$526 87 
388 28 
359 86 

2,468 50 
$17 17 




$890 OO 
4.222 06 
8,347 46 


591 W 
8-' 65 
14,443 OO 


1.SS7 44 
12.285 50 
126 72 

76 ei 

84 84 


1,408 57 
1.560 41 
Oil 8S 


»7S 




S4 74 


umn 


788 87 
237 17 


131 30 
1,847 64 


1,235 69 

20 33 
$8 11 


71 76 
1.S16 32 
282 51 

83 20 
1.833 63 



863 30 
1 1$ 



401 64 



931 47 
881 29 
1.369 48 



143 86 



$39,234 78 
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PcbmMy 1* i9if , to January 31, If 



1 

Bndx«s 
and 

1 


\ ... 

^~2t*W iI f14V 

L' ' 1 1 1 H r 1 1 1 

[ 




Drainage 
and Water 


Buildingn, 
Walls and 
Fence*. 


oneep 
and Water 
Fowl. 


Skating 
un<i Other 
Sport*. 


Men's 
Gym- 

ftmtiiim. 


Wom«o't 

•imI 
Childna'i 
GymiuMhun. 


Total. 


$1,646 50 
41 60 
1,100 84 


S28.700 66 
8.607 43 






$344 32 

15 00 

6b 




»48 92 

666 23 


• ••••••• 




1 

$85,573 :i4 
' 17,518 28 
21,400 97 
25,794 60 
8.087 67 
3,324 83 
3,225 57 
80,083 92 

0. 892 50 
10.330 07 
11,907 03 
11,553 66 
14,858 04 

9 25 
3,777 .36 
2,228 04 

1. W)9 20 
15.225 58 

549 87 
0,403 18 
3.157 18 
































































l,40t ij2 




2.759 80 








a 15 85 


188 86 










607 34 








382 21 
18 S9 

791 37 
88 83 






S,275 51 
46 78 


19 69 224 77 





$4,823 72 

4 535 










k'4 464 4.^ 










„_ 1 























231 4K 


98 5(» 








1 




1s t .V> 
1,320 






4,381 28 


336 96 


3.745 95 


1,04 0 48 











245 84 

50 85 










9 13 
452 14 

205 40 

366 .'{8 
637 36 










35 75 
















4 00 


1.210 55 
1.508 52 
3,759 34 
160 88 
878 60 
220 60 
1,628 80 
1,620 77 
750 29 
8.582 44 
1.017 00 
252 00 
8,186 58 
9 44 
54 40 
2,107 33 
1,980 93 
3,327 51 
;i84 53 
1,176 60 
6.004 34 





^1 33 












26 GO 




27 69 












50 00 












62 88 
4 08 

340 18 
213 48 

341 38 
1,650 04 

401 8S 
44 66 
141 62 
















70 is 
14 00 






















































































801 08 












































76 66 




132 S.7 
254 79 
(.7 01 
71 78 
892 66 
















142 70 




















867 78 




















































«80,D81 M 


11.717 81 


810.817 78 


84.666 34 


813.771 60 


80.486 24 


84,746 48 


8886.172 07 
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INDEX TO BOSTON PAKK KEPOBTS. 



VOLUME VI. 

27 th Annual Report for year 1901 32d Annusl Report for year 1906 

28th Annual Report for year 1902 33d Annual Report for year 1007 

29th Annual Report for year 1903 34th Annual Report for year 1908 

30th Annual Report for year 1904 35th Aimual Report for year 1909 

Slat Amnud Report for year 1906 



Vol.— Pag« 

ADVISORY ARCHITECT. (See Atutin.) 



AQUARIA: flocgnted aquaria (35tli an., p. 7) 6—336 

AllBORWAY. 

Drainagk: (irsunpipe laid and catch-basins built (27th an., p. 28) 6 — 28 

Dnmss, Rides and Walks: driveway raiaed and reaurfaoed (27th an., 

p. 28) 6—28 

Plaktations: amount of loaiu purchajued (27th an., p. 28) 6 — 28 

thimung of ahrube (Slat an., p. 10) 6—212 

ARNOLD ARBORETUM AND BUSSEY PARK. 

Buildings: sanitary building constructed (29th an., p. 10) 6 — 146 

Drainage: amount of drainpipe laid (28th an., p. 23) 6 — 99 

Qdails: protection of (3l8t an., p. 10) 6 — ^212 

BoADK AND Wxiss: wwer drive laaaed ^7tli an., pp. 11, 28; 29th an., 

p. 10) 6-11,28,146 

WAixa: tebuildmg 417 linear fee^ dMetip tion (Satd an., p. 7) 6---269 

Jack of funda to rebuild wnnainder of aettted portion (34tli an., p. 8) . . 6—304 

ASHMONT PLAYGROUND. 

Athletic Sports: bal! playing (33rd an., d. 22; 34t]i an., p. 22) 6—284, 318 

Plantations: border trees (34th an., p. 22) 6—318 

RBQDnaniiKn (SSid an., p. 22; 34th an., p. 22) 6—284,318 

brick aanikaiy building in prooeaB of oooatiuction (35tii an., pp. 6^ 19), 6—334, 348 

AUSTIN, WnUAM. 

adviaoiy anfaiteet (36th an., p. 5) 6—334 

BACK BAY FENS. 

CcaBSTOKBs: ninount reset (27th an., p. 27) 6 — ^27 

Buildings: sanitary building erected (29th an., p. 10) 6 — 146 

Duvxs, RiMoa akd Walu: atudiea prepaied tor Avenue Louis Pasteur 

(30th an., p. 7) ^177 
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BACK BAT fWS-^CondM, Vc 

Fenway drive over conduit restored (31st an., p. 11) 



• ft * « • 



changes in roads, walks, etc.^ at Art Museum (32nd an., p. 8) 

EiinuMcn: readjuatmoit Huntugton entrance (30th an., pp. 7, 9} 4^-1 

exdmnge of laml with Munma of Fine Azts &lMi vl, p. 6; Z2od an., 

p. 5) 6—2 

FiKCEs: on Audubon road Koe to pfevvnt tnunprng of planted fllopea and 

liordf r« ""^'^rd an., p. 8) 

along waterway to prevent dhven balls from going into the water 

(33rd an., p. 8) I 

JPkUJNG, Gradino and SuRFAcmo: grading near museum grounds (3l8t 

an., p. 11) I 

suggested filling marsh land (85tll an., p. 9) 1 

Foitntain: erected at Wewtland avenue entrance (2Sth an., pp. 6, 22) .... 6 — 
Gateways: ornamental gateways erected at W'estland avenue entrance 

(28th an., pp. 6, 22) 6- 

Pl&ntations: on south and north sides (27th an., p. 12) 

additional loaming (27th an., p. 27) 

need of greater depth of loam (27th an., pp, 12, 27; 28th an., p. 11; 

29th an., p. 11; 35th an., p. 12) «— 12, 27, 87, 14 

planted fljMUMO^rer conduit restofed (81st an., p. 11) C 

pliintinp in connection with Art Museum changes (33rd iUL, p. 8) . . . . € 
sterile character — necessity of reinforcing loam covering (^tfh an., 

p. 8) 6 

Platgroukd: filling and grading (30th an., p. 9; Slat an., p. 11; 32nd an., 

p. 6; 33rd an., p. 8; 34th an., p. 8) ft— 179, 213, 240, 27 

requirements (32nd an., p. 9; 33rd an,, p. 8) 6— -24 

Waterway: foul condition and remedy (27th an., p. 5; 29th an., p. 7). . . . 6 — 

increased deposits (27th an., p. 12; 29th an., p. 11) 6 — I 

connecting Stony brook with Chailes river— need of appropriation 

(27th an., p. '^ v 

dischaige from JStony brook serious (28th an., pp. 6, 21) 6 — 

foul-fiow conduit recommended (28th an , p. 22) 

foul-flow conduit ronstruction under Charles River Basin Act by 

Street Depart nu at (29th an., p. 11 ) ft 

rebuilding old 7-foot Stony brook conduit and eonetfoetimi of new 

12-foot conduit (30th an., p. 6: 3l8t an., p. 6) 6— 17i 

completion of new foul-flow conduit and gatehouse (30th an., pp. 7, 

9; 31st an., p. 6) G— 177,17! 

pumping and aredging to remove deposits (30Ul an., pp. 6, 9; 31st an., 

p. 11) 6—176,17! 

completion of dre(I;::iTi;^^ in upper basin (Slet an., p. ft) ft 

condition of waterways and ponds (3dth an., p. 8) 5- 

appropriaUon needed for installing pumping plant (36th an., p. 9) . . . 6- 

BERNERS SQUARE. 

taldng (27th an., p. 6) 

provinione of will of David Sears (27th an.^ p. <'>^ 

appropriation needed for grading, drainmg and seeding (27th an., 

p. 16; 29th an., p. 21) 6— If 

flondition of trees ^th an., p. 16; 28th an., p. 13) 6—1 

BILLINGS FIELD. 

ATBLETrr Si-okts: ball (29th an., p. 17: r'-Ofh an., p. 15; 3Ht an., p. 16; 

a2nd an., p. 15; 33rd an., p. 18; 34ih an., p. 18).. .6— io3, 185,218,249,280 
skating (27th an., p. 21; 28th an., p. 16; 29th an., p. 17; 30th an., 
p. 15; 31st an., p. 16; 32nd an., p. 15; 33rd an., p. 18; 34th an , 
p. 18) 6—21, 92, 153, 185, 218, 249, 280 
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BILUNQS YIELD—CmeUM, VoL-i 

tennis (27th an., p. 21 ; 28th an., p. 16: 29th an., p. 17, 30th an., p. 15; 
3l8( an., p. 16; 32nd an., p. 16; 33rd an., p. 18; 34ih an., p. 18) ... . 6—21 , 92, 153, 

185, 218, 249, 280, 314 

tobogganing (27th an., p. 21) 6 — 21 

CoN8TRUcnoN: appropriation for improvementa (27th an., p. 6) 6 — 6 

under-drainage (27th an., pp. 20, 31 ; 28th an., pp. 16, 24) 6—20, 31, 92, 100 

filling (2St)i an., p. 24; 32n(i an., p. 1.5; S'lth an., p. 20) 0—100,249,349 

aettlemeut due to filling over bog (27th an., p. 20; 28th an., p. 16; 
29th aa., p. 17; 30th an., p. 15; Slit an., p. 16; 3Shid an., p. 15; SStd 

an , p. 18; 34th an., p. 18) 6—20,92, 163, 188,218, 249, 280, 314 

foimtatn (28tb an., p, 24} 6—100 

kmtniiig (27th an., p. 31; ^Sth an., p. 24: 39th an., p. 20) 6^1, 100, 349 

Plantations: T^rllrvnr- street slope planter! (27th an., p. 211 0—21 

La Grange street border graded and prepared for planting (28th an., 

p. 16) 6—98 

La Grange street border planted with Norway maples (29th ao., p. 17), fi — 153 

condition of trees (33rd an., p. 18; 34th an., p. 18) 6—280, 314 

RiQQiBBiiSMTS (2Sth an., p. 16; 29th an., p. 17; 30th an., p. 15; 31at an., 
p. 16; 32nd an., p. 16; 33rd an., p. 18; 34th an., p. 18; 35th an., 

p. 20) 6— 92, 153, 185, 218, 249, 280, 314, 349 

SaifiTART AccouiiODATioMa: augseafced adaptation of md pdioe biiilding 

(32nd an., p. 15) 6—249 

sanitary building under construction (35th an., pp. 5, 19) 6 — 334, 34S 

Watbb Pkra: amount of pipe laid (27tli an., p. 31) 6—31 

BRIDGBS. 

Abborwat: wearing floor on ^U>uy Urook r5rii]tre (28t]i an,, p. 22) 

Audubon Road Bridge, wearing floor (28th an., p. 22) 

Foraitffilli Bridge, porta and parapet wall (27tQ an., p. 28) 

ahelter and sanitary bdldinBi (27t]i an., p. 5; 28th an., p. 6; 85th an., 

p. 5) 

need of appropriation for shelter and suaxtary buildings (27th an., p. 5; 
SOth an., p. 6; 34th an., p. 6) e-6, 175, 308 

CA£rrLE ISLAND. 

shelter and sanitary ronvmlr n rpfl ]X)6tponed on account of rstentionof 

fort by United States Government (31st an., p. 6) 6 — 208 

opening tst Fort Independence and oasematea to tiie publio (84th an., 

p. 9) 6—305 

parade ground to be graded for playground (34th an., p. 9) 6 — 305 

dmdgingneeded for 8t«>amboat service (32nd an., p. 10) 6—244 

6anitar>' accommodations in fort completed and opening made from the 

casemates to eastern slope (35th an., p. 14) 6—348 

seats amstrueted (27th an., pp. 15, 30) 6»15» 30 

CEMENT OONGRETB OONSTRUGTION: 

(32nd an., p. 12) 6—246 

CHARLESBANK. 

Gbablbb RrvEB Bastk: new commission on the Charles Rivtir Dam 
created and embaoionent from Cambridge Bridge to Back Bay 

Fens planned (29th an., p. 7) 6—143 

amendment of act necesef^ry to extend embankment to westerly side of 

Fens, and to provide means for construction (30th an., p. 6) 6 — 176 

marginal conduit along Chaitoa street oompleted and walks fdaid (3l8t 
an., p. 11; 32nd an., p. 9) 6—213, 243 



6-^,82,334 
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CHARLESBANK— C^meludM. 

Frnmcm: extension of iron fence on Qnitai etnet boundoxy memmry (32ad 

an., p. 9; 33rd an., p. 9) 6— 243»271 

Gtmna6IUMb: attendance and supervision at men's gj^mnaaiuni (27th an., 
p. 13; 28th an., p. 12; 29th an., p. 12; 30th an., p. 10; 3 1st an., p. 12; 33rd 

nn , p. 9; 34th an., p. 9; 3.5th an., p. 13) 6—13, 88,148, ISO, 214, 271,305,342 

cla-sscs at women's gymnasium and attendance (27th an., p. 13; 28th 
an., p. 12; 29th an., p. 12; 30th an , p. 10; 3l8t an., p. 12; 33rd an., p. 0; 
34th in , p 9; 35th an., pp. 13, 22) . . fi— 13, 30,88, 148, 180,214, 271,305,342,3.51 

partitiua waii removed in women's g> muasium (27th an., p. 13) 6^ — 13 

wood and caovas roof over apparatus (27th an., p. 30) 6 — 30 

Moumdb: equipment of water system for irrigation recommended (27th 

au., p. 13) 6—13 

reBoration of mounds for women and ehUdien (28th an., p. 11; aoth 

an., p. 10) 6—87,180 

Pljustations: protection of trwH and additional trees planted (27th an., 

p. 18) 6—13 

loam spread on plantations (27th an., p. 30) 6 — 30 

renovation of shrubbery borders (29th an., p. 12) 6 — 148 

Skatimo (29lih an., p. 12; 30th an., p. 10) 6—148, 181 

CHARLE8T0WN HBIQHTS AND PLAYGROUND. 

AiHumc Sports: ball games (29Ul an., p. 16; 30th an., p. 14; 33rd an., 

p. 21 : 34th an., p. 21) 6—152, 184, 283, 317 

handball court (34th an., p. 21 ) 6—317 

r.its (29th an., p. 10) 6—152 
ting (27th an., p. 20; 28th an., p. 16; 29Ui ao., p. 16; 30th an., p. 14; 

33rd an., p. 21 ; 34th an., p. 21) . 6—20, 92, 152, 184, 2S3, 317 

BuiLDiNOf^: new fl(H)r required in paviUon (27th an., p. 14) 6^ — 14 

erection of locker and sanitary bidlding in progress (35th an,, p. 19) ... . 6 — 348 
Fences: iron picket fence to inclose gymnasium under contract (29th an., 

p. Ib^ I., 6 152 

fence on Bunker Uill street erected (27th an., pp. 14, 30) 6 — 14, 30 

Felliko (27th an., p. 10; 28th an., p. 15; 20th an., p. 16;80than.,p. 14) . .6—19,91, 152, 184 
Gbading : in progress (27th an., p. 10; 28th an., p. 15; 20th an., p. 16; 30th 

an., p. 14) 6—19, 91, 152, 184 

GTVNAsnrM: frames and apparatus eoiwtrueted (20tii an., p. 16; 90th an., 

I> 141 6—152,184 

appropriation of $3,000 for equipment (33rd an., p. 21) 6—283 

oonstruetion of apparatus uiMler way (33rd an., p. 21) 6 — 288 

description of e(]uipnient (3.3rd an., p. 21) 6— 2S3 

compIeUon of apparatus (34th an., p. 21) 6 — 3 17 

Plantations: Norway maples planted on Alford street border (27th an., 

P'^*^) , ••••»»«••«*«« ^ 1 ^ 

Main street border ready for planting (27th an., p. 19) ... , 6 — 19 

protection of trees by boaEe6(27th an., p. 19) 6 — 10 

partial rearrangement of Chaiiestown Heights plantaUons (27th an., 

p. 14) T7r...r7. 6—14 

trees and shrubs planted at Charlestown Heights (30th an., p. 12) 6^148 

plantinp slope of Cliarlestown Heights (30th an., p. 1 1) fr— 181 

playground requiremeuta (27th an., p. 20; 29tii an., p. 16: 33d an., 

p. 21; 34th any p. 21) 6—20, 162,283, 317 

up-keep of Charlestown Heights (28th an., p. 12) 6—88 



TNUT HILL PARK. 

Gbneral De.scription, etc.: addition ofl.6 acres f2Sth an., pp. 5, 23) . . . 6—81,90 
area under control of Metropolitan Water and iSewcrage Board (28th 

an., p. 5) 6—81 
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3T\rT HH.L PARK — Concluded. Vol.-Pnw 

appTOpnaUon needed for improveujent (30th an., p. 1 1) 6 — 181 

sale of dwdling house and bam (Slat an., p. 13) 21S 

I)lan for narrowing driveway and estimated cost (27th an. , p. 16) G — 16 

awn near Beacon street entrance opened for play (29th an., p. 14) 6 — 150 

popularity of park (30th an., p. 11; 3l8t an., p. 13; 32oa an., p. 11; 

33nl an., p. 10) 6—181,215,245,272 

Atblbtic Sports: ball (30th an., p. 12; 31st an., p. 13;32nd an.. p. 11) . .6 — 182, 215, 245 
tenniB (28tli an., p. 23; 30th an., p. 12; Slat an., p. 13; 32na an., p. 1 1 ), 

6-4»9,182,215, 245 

Drainagx : tile drain laid (28th an., p. 23) 6—99 

drainage of beech plantation completed (20th an., p. 13) 6—149 

FLAKrATioN's: bordering plantations on north bonnclary from Comroon- 

wealth avenue entrance to Newton line (27th an., p. lo) 6 — 15 

wpmot idantation on south boundary (27th an., p. 15) 0—15 

nursery removed and ground planted with trees (27th an., p. 16) 6 — 15 

additional planting (28th an., p. 13) 6 — 89 

oak and conifers planted in bordering plantations ( 2*)tli an., p. 13) . . 0—119 
pnininc and thinning of woodlands (29th an., p. 14; 30th an., p. 11).. . .6 — 1.')0, 181 

ioanung of slope (29th an., p. 14) 0 — 150 

appropriation needed for grading, loaming and planting newpott ion 

':-;'>nd an., p. 11) 6—245 

plantmg slopes adjoinine Commonwealth avenue and Chestnut Hill 
avenue, extending to Beacon street (33rd an., p. 10) 6 — 272 



CRRISrrOPHER GIBSON PLAYGROUND. 
Atblbtic .Spokth: ball games (27th an., p. 18; 29th an., p. 15; 30th an., 
p. i;j; 3lBt an., p. 14; 32nd an., p. 13; 33r(l an., p. 16; 31th 

an., p. 16) G -18, 151, 218, 247, 278, 312 

basket ball (29th an., p. 15) 6—151 

quoits and putting shot (28th an., p. 15; 32nd an., p. 13; 33rd an., p. 16; 

34th an., p. 16) 6—91,247,278,312 

jumping bar (33rd an , p. 16) 6—278 

skatmg (27th an., p. 18; 28th an., p. 15; 29th an., p. 15; 30th an., p. 13; 

3l8t an., p. 14; 33rd an., p. 16) 6—18, 91, 151, 183, 216, 278 

tennis (28th an., p. 15; 29th an., p. 16; 30th an., p. 13; 3l8t an., p. 11 ; 

ZSrd an., p. 16; 34th an., p. 16) 6—91, 151, 183,216,278,312 

Gtmnastic Apparatus (28th an., pp. 14, 24; 29th an., p. 15; 30th an., 

p. 13: :il.«t an., p. 14) 0— '.K), 100,151,183,216 

PiiANTATioNs: dm trees planted on borders of larger triangle (27th an., 

p. 18) 6—16 

Xonvay inaplcM on wrnall triangle f27th an., [). 18) 6 — 18 

R£<;tuiRKtf£MT8: grading and fencing (34th an., p. 16) 6 — 312 

ifailter and sanitary building (28th an., p. 14; 34th an , p. 16) 6—00, 312 

CGLVUBIA ROAD. 
CkmsTRDcriox : by Street Department (30th an., pp. 7, 18; 31st an , 

pp. 6, 12) 0— 143, 140, 208, 214 

construction between Mercer and Atlantic streets by Park Dt'jjart nient 
(27th an., im». 16, 20; 28th an., p. 23; 20th an., pp. 7, i:^ ; 30th an., 

p. 11) 6—15,29,99,143, 149, ISl 

opening of road (30th an., p. 6) 6— 17u 

curbstone set (28th an , p. 23) 6—99 

wafor and firninpipo laid and catch-basins built (28th an., p. 23) 6 — 99 

ioam and liilmg (28th an., p. 23) 6 — 99 

PtAMTATiotta: Norway maples planted between Blue ffill avenue and 

Edward Everett square f'27th an., p. 15) 6 — 15 

grading and loauiiog near Mercer street (28th &a., p. 23) 6 — 09 
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COLUMBIA RO\D— Concluded. YoL—Ftm 

arrangement with Street Department for planting loam spaces (29th 

an., pp. 7, 13) 6^143, 149 

planting between Marine Park and Newman street (30th an,, p. 11; 
32nd an., p. 10; 33rd an., p. 10) ft— 181, 244, 272 

appro|»iation needed for learning railroad dopes (31st an., p. 13) 6—216 

preparation for planting between Newman street and railroad bridge 

(3lBt an., p. 13) 6—215 

fencing loam spaon (3lBt an., p. 13; 32nd an., p. 10) 6— 216,2M 

Railroad Bridges: completion of railroad bridge at Richfield street (27th 

ail., p. 29) 6—29 

completion of abutments and ironwork of bridges over Old Coltmy 
Division and Shoreham street, by Street Department (27th an., 

p. 29) 6—29 

CX)LUMBUS AVENUE PLAYGROUND. 

taking additional land on Camden street (27th an., p. 6; 2Sth an., 

p. 6) 6—6,81 

arrangement with Civic League (27th an., p. 21; 2Sth an., p. 17; 29th 

an., p. 18; 30th an., p. 16; 3l8t an., p. 17; 32nd an., p. 15; 33rd an., 

p. 18; 34th an., p. 19) 6—21, 93, 154, 186, 219, 249, 280, 315 

children's comer — apparatus, shelter, etc. (27th aou, pp. 21, 31; 30th 

an., p. 16; 3l8t an., p. 17; 34th an., p. 19) 6—21,31, 186,219, 315 

drain pipe laid (27th an., p. 31) 6—31 

fence along Columbus avenue (28th an., p. 24) 6—100 

appropriation needed for fences (35th an., p. 20) 6 — 349 

fountain (27th an , pp. 21, 31) 6—21, 31 

grmliiiK (27th an., p. 21 ; 30th an., p. 15) 6—21, 185 

loam space on north Une (29th an., p. 18) 6— -154 

Lombardy poplars on north line (29th an., p. 18) 6 — 154 

Norway mapiet planted ob atieet ndea (27th an., p. 21; 28th an., 

p. 17) 6—21,93 

repairs needed (34th an., p. 19) 6—315 

aanitary and looker builaing CS7th an., p. 22; 34tli an., p. 10; 35th an., 

pp. 6, 10) 6-22, 164, 316, 334, 348 

Beats (28th an., p. 24) 6—100 

shower baths (27th an., p. 31) 6—31 

Bkating (27th an., p. 22; 29th an., p. 18; 30th an., p. 16; Slst an., p. 17; 

84th an., p. 18) 6-®, 154, 186, 219. 814 

trees and Binoke conditions (27th an., p. 21; 28th an., p. 17) 6 — 21, 93 

wall on north line (27th an., p. 22; 29th an., p. 18; 30th an., p. 15) . . . 6—22, 154, 185 

COMMONWEAIOT AVENUE. 

G»NKR.<L DeRCRIPTIOX, ETC.: 

from Beacon street to Newton Une placed in charge of Park Depart- 

ment (Slat an., p. 7) 6—200 

Dbiveways and Paths: drainpipe laid and catch-baains built (2Sth an., 

p. 21) 6—97 

gravel walks resurfaced (27th an., p. 27; 28th an., p. 21) 6—27, 97 

crosswalks raised and relaid (27th an., p. 27) 6 — 27 

curbing raised and reset across ends of planting spaces (28th an., 

p. 21) 6—97 

northerly driveway resurfaced (27th an., p. 27) 6 — 27 

condition of roadways on Commonwealth avenue extension (3l8t an., 

p. 7) 6—209 

repair work on extension commenced (32nd p. 9) 6 — 243 

repair work discontinued from lack of funds (34th an., p. 8) 6 — 304 
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COMMONWEALTH AYENTTE — Concluded. Vol.-PMt» 

condition of driveways between Brookline and Brighton avenuee (34th 

an., p. 8) 6 — 304 

condition of driveways under hard usage (34th an., p. 9) 6 — 305 

Plantations: loaming plantations (27th an., p. 27; 28th an,, p, 21; 3oth 

an., p. 10) &— 27,97,390 

loaming tree holes between Warren and North Beacon streets (33rd 

an., p. 8) 6—270 

removal of crowded trees betweoi Arliiigtoii and Dartmouth etieeta 

(27th an., p. 12; 28th an., p. 11) ft— 12, 87 

regradi ng and seeding eight acres (28th an.,p.21) 6 — 97 

tree holes j)repared and trees planted between Brookline avenue and 

Dartmouth Street (29th an., p. 12;30than.. p. 10;3l8tan., p. 11). .6— 148, 180,213 
planting borders between Warren and North Beacon streets (33rd an., 

p. 8) 6—270 

lack of appropriation for planting Commonwealth avenue exteosion, 

work f&BOontinued (34tb an., p. 8; 35th an., pp. 9, 13) 6—304,338,343 

moving irvvs between Dttrlmoutli atieet and Maancbuaetta avenue 

(36th an., p. 10) 6--339 

COMMONWEALTH PLAYGROUND. 

placed in charge of Park Department (3l8t an., p. 5) 6 — 207 

baU diamonds laid out (33rd an., p. 20; 34th an., p. 21) 6—282, 3 1 7 

fountain (33rd an., p. 2 1 ) 6—283 

grading (33rrl an., p. 20) 6—282 

sanitary building (3l8t an., pp. 5, 19; 34th an., p. 21) 6—207, 221, 317 

akating (31et an., p. 10; 82iicl an., p. 17; 33id an., p. 21; 34th an., p. 2 1 ), 

6—221, 251,283,317 

CX)PFS HILL TERRACES. 

dqiredatioiui and injury to oestings, coping stones, tieea and ahrubbeiy 

(33rd an., p. 11) 6—273 

repair of flaggings needed (33rd an., p. 11) 6 — 273 

(27th an., p. 30) 6—80 



COTTAGE STREET PL.VYGROUND. 

taking (28th an., p. 5) 6—81 

apparatus (33rd an., p. 19) ^281 

ball grounds (28th an., p. 18; 29th an., p. 20; 3l8t an., p. 18; 32nd an., 

p. 16; 33rd an., p. 19; 34th an., p. 20) 6—94, 156, 220, 250, 281, 316 

filling and gradini^' ^2StI, an., p. 18; 29th an., p. 20; 32nd an., p. 16), 6—94, 156, 250 

ioammg around borders (29th an., p. 20) 6—156 

planting Ailanthus treee (30th an., p. 17) 6 — ^187 

requirements (28th an., p. 18; 29th an., p. 20; 30th an., p. 17; Slat an., 

p. 18; 32nd an., p. 16; 33rd an., p. 19) 6—94, 156, 187, 220, 250, 281 

aanitary and shelter building (33nl an., p. 10; 34th an., p. 10) 6—281, 315 

quoits (32 an., p. 16; 33nl an., p. 19; 34th an., p. 20) 6—250, 281, 316 

Mcating (29th an., p. 20; 30th an., p. 17; 31st an., p. 18; 32nd an., p. 16; 

34th an.j p. 20) 6—156, 187, 220, 250, 316 

appropriation needed for fenoea (3Stl& an., p. 20) 6—340 

CBICKET. 

Franklin Field (27th an., p. 18; 2Sth an., p. 14; 29th an., p. 14; 30th an., 

p. 12; 31st an., p. 14; 32nd an , p. 13; 33rd an , p. 1.3) 6—18,90, 150,183 

216,247,277 

Wood Island Park (28th an , p. 12; 29th an j, 12; 30th an., p. 11; 31st 

an., p. 12; 32nd an., p. 10; 33rd an., p. U; 34th an., p. 9) 6—88, 148, 181 

214» 244, 271, 306 
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DORCHESTER PARK. v»l-p^ 

overcrowding and diseased trees thinned out (28th an., p. 13) 6 — 89 

addition for entrance from Richmond street (29th an., p. 5) 6 — ^141 

lucnio iJWtieB (33id an., p. 11) 6 — 273 

FELLOWS STREET PLAYGROUND. 

apparatus (27th an., p. 22; 28th nn., p. IS, 24; 29th an., p. 19; 30th 
an , p. 16; Slstan., p. 18; 32nd an., p. Iti; 34th an., p. 19), . .6—22, 94, 100, 155 

186, 220, 250, 315 

building (27th an , p. 22) 22 

children's gardens (28th an., p. 18; 29th an., p. 20) 6—94, 156 

children's corner (28th an., p. 18) <v— «>4 

fenrp (28th an., p. 24) (>— 100 

handball court (34th an., p. 19) G— 315 

paviUon (29th an., p. 20) 6—166 

requirements (2Sth an , p IS; 29lh an , p. 20; 30f h an., p. 16; 31fltan., 
p. 18; 32nd an., p. 16; ;i3rd un., p. 19; 34th an., p. 19; 35th an., 

p. 20) 6—94, 166, 186, 220, 2,W, 281, 316, 840 

sanitary building needed (29th an., p. 20; 30th an., p. 16; 31st an., 
p. 18; 35th an., p. 20) 6—156, 186, 220, 349 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS. 

eocpenditures of the department for financial ymtf in detail (27th an., 

p. 36; 28th an., p. 30) 6—^ 106 

general exhibit of appropriations for financial year (27th an., p. 55; 28th 
an., p. SH; 29th an., p. 25; SOthan , i>. 23:'3l8taD., p.23; 32ndan., 

p. 20; 33rd an., p. 26; 34th ao., p. 25; 35th an., p. 26) 6 .5.1. 124, 161 , 103 

225, 254, 2SS, 321, S'io 

appropriations and balances in detaS for financial year (27th an., 

p. 56; 2.Sth an., p. 49) 6—66, 126 

summary of cxjx'nditurett on accoimt of park and playground construc- 
tion from organization of Etoard (27th an., p. 60). 6—60 

r»immary of expenditures on account of public parks and jjlayprounds. 
land, construction and betterments, from the organixulion of the 
Board (27th an., p. 68; 28th an., p. 54) 6—68, 130 

expenditures for land, construction and maintenance for financial year 

(27th an., p. 34; 28th an., p. 28) 6—34, 104 

park statistics (27ih an., p. 71; 2sth an., p. 57; 29th an., p. 31; 30th 
an., p. 29; 31st an., p. 29; 32ud, an., p. 25; 33rd an., p. 31; 34th 
an., p. 30; 35th an., p. 32) 6--71, 133, 167, 199, 231. 259, 293, 326, 361 

cost of maintenance per acre (27th an., p. 32; 34th an., p. 13» 36tii an., 
P- 16) ^-32, 309, 345 

expenditures on account of land and construction for financial year 
(29th an.,p 20; 30th an., p. 21; 31st an , p. 24; 32nd an., p. 21 ; 33rd 
an., p. 27; 34th an., p. 28; 35th an., p. 28) 6—162, 194, 226, 255, 280, 324, 367 

expenditures on account of maintenance for financial year (29th an., 
p. 28; 30tli an., p. 26; 3l8t an., p. 26; 32nd an., p. 22; .i-^rd an., 

^ p. 28; 34 th an., p. 26; 35th an., p. 30) 6—164, 196, 228, 256, 290, 322, 359 

mconu. (29th an., p. 30; 30th an., p. 28; Slat an., p. 28; 32nd an., 

p. 24; 33ni an., p. 30; 34th an., p. 20; 36th an.» p. 27) 6—166, 19S, 230, 258 

292 325 356 

park betterments collected by City Collector (27th an., p. 70; 28th 
an p. 56; 29th an., p. 30; 30th an., p. 28; 31sf an., p. 2S; 32nd an., 
p. 24; .33rd an., p. 30; 3lLh an., p. 29; 35th an., p. 27), 6—70, 132, 1G6, 198, 230 

. , 258, 292, 326k 356 

pubhc park and playground debt (27th an., p. 70; 2Sth an., p '■^r^: 29th 
■*UP-5?V^ 28; 3l8t an., p. 28; 32nd an., p. 24: ii^rd an., 

p. aO; 34tli an,, p. 29; 35th an.» p. 27) ^70, 132, 106, 198, 230 

258, 292» 326, 356 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS— CondiMfai. VoL-Fk^ 

comparative cost por acre of maintenance of important park systems 

(27th an., pp. 25-26 ; 34th an., p. 6; 3oth an., pp. 15, 36) . . 6—25, 26, 302, 344, 365 

coat of roads per square yard (34tnan.,p. 12; 35ihaii.,p. 15) <H-308, 344 

draft« on mainteDance appvopriations tor oonttruetioa wovk ^th an., 
p. 14) d-W 

FIRST STREET PLAYGROITND. 

apparatus (2IHhaa., p. 19; 30th an., p. 16; Slat an., p. 17; 32nJ an., 

p. 16; 38Ttl an., p. 19; 34th an., p. 19) .6—155, 186, 219, 250, 281. 315 

bali (27th an., p. 22; 32iid an., p. Id; 33rd an., p. 19 ; Sithan., p. 19) . . 6—22, 250 



281, 315 

bicycle racing (27th an., p. 22) 6 — 22 

buuding plans and appropriation (27th an., pp. 6, 22) 6-~6, 22 

building contract (2Sth an., pp. 6, 25) 6—82, 101 

erection and description of building (29th an., p. 19; 33rd an., p. 19; 

34th an., p. 19) 6—156, 281, 316 

fence around out-door iri'nina.s'ium (29th an., p. 19) 6—155 

loaming grouud for flooding (29tb an., p. 19) 6 — 155 

ecata (28th an., p. 18) 6—94 

skating (27th an., p. 22; 28th an., p. 17; 29th an., p. 19; 30th an., 

p. 16; 3lBt an., p. 18; 32nd an.,p.l6; 33rd an.,p. 19; 34than.,p. 19), 6—22, 93 

156, 186, 220, 250, 281, 316 

FOREST HILLS PLAYGROUND. 

taking land and return of land to Harvard College (28th an., p. 5) 6 — 81 

ball (28th an., p." 19; 29th an., p. 20; 30th an., p. 17; 31st an., p. 18; 



32nd an., p. 10; 33rd an., p. 19; 34th an., p. 20), G— 95, 156, 187, 220, 250, 2S1, 316 

brook deepened and tile drains laid (30th an., p. 17; 3l6t an., p. 18) 6—187, 220 

tequireDMnts^thsn., p. 19; 29than., p. 20; SOtnan., p. 17; Slat an., 
p. 18; 32nd an., p. 16; SSrd an., p. 19; 34th an., p. 20; Soth an., 
p. 20) 6—95, 156, 187, 220, 250, 281, 316, 349 

FRANKLIN FIELD. 

Athletic Sports: ba.schnll nnd football (27th an., p. !«: 2Sth an., p. 14; 

29th an., p. 14; 30ih an., p. 12; 3lBt an., p. 14; 32nd an., p. 13; 33rd 

an., p. 15) 6—18, 90, 150, 182, 216, 247, 277 

cricket (27th an., p. 18; 28th an., p. 14 : '29th an., p. 14; 30th an., p. 12; 

3Lst an., p. 14; 32nd an., p. 13; 33ni an., p. 15), 6—18, 90, 150, 1S2, 210, 247, 277 
skating l(27th an., p. 17; 2Sth an., p. 14; 29th an., p. 15; 30th an., 

p. 12; 3l8tan.,p.l4; 32ndan.,p.l3; d3rdan.,p.l5; 34than , p 16), 6—17 00 

151, 182, 216, 247, 277, 312 
tennis (27th an., p. 18; 28th an., p. 14; 29th an., p. 14; 30th an., p. 12; 

3l8tan., p. 14; 32nd an., p. 13; 33rd an., n. 15), 6—18, 90, 150, 182, 216* 247, 277 



tennis courts moved to Talbot avenue and additional courts laid out 

(29th an., p. 14) 6—150 

bowling green (29th an., p. 14; 30th an., p. 12) 6—160, 182 

enlargement cricket grounds (29th an., p. 14) fr-150 

BuiLDinoh: need of athletic house (29th an*, p. 14:30th SO., p. 12; 31.st an., 

p. 14; 32nd an., p. 7) 6—150, 182, 216,241 

plans and estimatea cost (32nd an., p. 13) 6—247 

description athletic hou.He (33rd an., p. 15) 6—277 

lack of appropriation for sauitaiy accommodatioos and plumbing 

(34th an., p. 15) 6--311 

con.f ruction of building (35lh an,, pp. 18, 20) 6—847,849 

Ck>NBTKUCTiON: inequalities due to settlements in original grading i27th 

an.^ p. 17; 2Sth an.^ p. 14; 29th an., p. 14) 6—17, 90, 150 

loanung required to improve suofaee of ground (27th an., pp. 17, 29) . . 6—1/, 29 
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FRANKLIN FIELD— Com:/ uded. Voi.-p.«« 

ditches (27th an., pp. 17, 29) 6—17, 29 

grjuling (2Sth an., pp. 14, 23; 32nd an., p. 7; 34th an., p. 16) 6—4)0^ W, 241, 312 

ten acres plowed, leveled and loamed (32nd an., p. 12) 6 — 246 

renoval booldeni fflSid an., p. 15) 6—277 

appropriation for Mvding pound needed (28th an., p. 14; Sfitkan., 

p. 20) 6—90,349 

plowing and leveling (80th an., p. 12; Slet an., p. 14) 6 — ^182, 216 

Hct'ding (3Ist an., p. 14) 6—216 

Drain age: work of Street Department (27 th an., p. 17, 29; 28tb an., 

pp. 14, 23) 6—17,29,90,99 

Fottntain: (27th an.^ p. 20) 

Plantations: lo&ming plautatione Stratton street and Blue Hill avenue 

(2Bthan., pp. 14,23) 

bordering holt of ireee on Stratton Street and a part of Blue HiU avenue 

planted (29th an., p. 14) 

Shsbp: condition and number (29th an., p. 14) 

Sheep Barn: new tar and gravrl roof !29th an., p. 14) 

Sp£EDWat: construction of iStrattoa street to be used as speedway (30th 
an., p. 12) 

FRANKLIN PARK. 

Ge.veral DESCRiFTroN, ETC., addition (32Dd an., p. 5) 

increasing popularity (34th an., p. 7) 

8uggoBtc<f aquaria, aviary, heihaoeous garden and other attractions 

(35th an., p. 7) 

BnuMiis: Forest Hills Bridge, posts and parapet wall torn down and stone 
utilised at SchoohnBster HiU sanitanr bidding (27th an., p. 28) ... . 

Bthldincs; Schoolmaster Hill sanitary building (29tn an., p. 10) 

storehouse and office building (27th an., p. 28; 28th an., p. 22) 

Btable aocoinmodations ineieiaed (82nd an., p. 8) 

neir etoiage building erected and fitted up Oc9Ui an., p. 10; 32nd an., 

p. 8) 

nuudiine and repair ehope, equipment (27th an., p. 29; 28th an., 

Kp. 10, 2J1 , 
house erected (27th an., p. 10) 

Cakuagb Ssrttcb: sugRested park ownoshi^ (35th an., p- 6). 
Dbaikage: ]>. h plantation nt ar Rrfectoiy tile drained (28tli an., p. 10), 

drain pipe laid (28th an., p. 22) 

Dsivm AND Rides: changea to oonfmni to construetion of glade in plaoe 

of proposed Greeting (27th an., p. 28) 

Entbances: widening Walnut avenue entrance (27th an., pp. 10, 28) 

FouNTADf : bubble fountain erected (28th an., p. 22) 

Greeting: original dct<ign recommended to he carried out (35th an., p. 7), 

Juniper Hux: clearing of boulders (28th an., p. 23) 

NAnNODAUD: under-drained, leveled and seeded (27th an., p. 10) 

seven acres plowed, leveled and seeded (29th an,, p. 10) 

Oil Storage Tanks: built of cement concrete (35th an., p. 12) 

F&BABANTB AND Quail: (31st an., p. 10) 

Plantations: chargiable to maintenance (27th an., p. 9) 

planting principally completed (21Hh an., jj. 9) 

planting m Wilderness (30th an , p. 8) 

planting spaces changed at junction Pierpont and Playstead roads 

to confoiTO to ^lade (27th an,, p. 28) 

thinning plantations and eurplus material utilised (28th an., p. 9; 

3.-)th an., pp. 11, 12} 6—85,340,341 

growth and cultivation of plantations (25tii au., p. 9; 34th an., p. 7: 
85th an., pp. 11, 12) flh-85, 803, 34(^ 841 



8 00| 99 

6—150 
6—150 
6—150 

6—182 



ft— 239 
6-^ 

6--8a6 

6—28 

6 1 in 

6—28, 98 
6—242 

6—146,242 

6—29, 86, 98 
6—10 
6—886 

6— SO 
6—98 

6—28 
6—10,28 



6—336 
6—99 
6—10 
6—146 
6—341 
6—212 
6—9 
6—145 
6—178 

6—28 



Digitizcu by Google 



47 



FRANKLIN PARK— Conduded. ▼oi.^FiWi 

increased plantfttioDB bnt DO incvMBe of funda for maintenaace Q9Ch 

an., p. 10) 6—146 

impioveinait in woodlanda C28th an., p. 9; 20th an., p. 0; 30Ui an., 
p. S} 3l8t an., p. 9; 33rd an., p. 7) 6— «5, 140, 178, 211, 269 



oondition (dOth an., p. 8) 
phnting oaks, Gantetbiiry street and Juniper Hill (30tli an., p. 8; 

3]st an , p. 9) 

idanting thoma, Soarboro Uill and Circuit Dhve (30th an., p. 8; 31at 



6—178 
6—178,811 



an., p. 9) 



6—178,211 

6—211 
6—212 
6—212 



plantini: junipers on .Tnniper TTill fSLnt. an., p 9) 

plantations along road and bridle path in Wilderness (3l8t an., p. 10), 

flmolw oonditiona and effect on comfen (Slat an., p. 10) 

loamlnp; woodlaiids and plantationa (27iJi an., pp. 10, 28; 85th an., 

p. 11) 6—10,28,340 

insufficient fimda for loam (27th an., p. 10; 28th an., p. 9; Blst an., 

p. 9; 35th an., p. 12) 6—10,86,211,341 

pruning in woodlands (27th an., p. 10; 28th an., p. 9; 29th an., p. 9; 

30th an., p. 8; Slst an., p. 9; 33rd an., p. 7) 6—10, 85, 146, 178, 211, 260 

thmning woodlands (27th an., p. 9; 28th an., p.O; 20th an , p. 9: 30th 
an., p. 8; 33rd an., p. 7; 35Ui an., p. 12) 6—9, 85, 145, 178, 269, 341 



grubbing out tree w^s (27th an., p. 9; SSth an., p. 0) 

herharonus garden (36th an., p. 7) 

Refectory building to be used for reading room and library (27th an., 

p. 6) 

Sc.ARBORO Hit.l: clearing of boulders (28th an., p. 23) 

ScHOOLjuASTER Hill: tiellis and stone removed (27th an., p. 28) 

Spobto: age limit on playground laised to nhieteen yean ^rd an., p. 7), 

curling (27th an., p. 23) 

golf, rearrangement of links (27th an., p. 10) 

tennia (27th an., p. 11) 

tobogganing (29th an , p. 22) 

Sprino: Abbotswood spring abandoned, fountain connected with city sup- 

jHy and space reserved for seats (34th an., p. 7) 

Bncps: opposite Angel street built, and those at Ilagbome Uill removed 

(27th an., p. 28) 

WaUBa: junetion of Pierpont and Playstead roads (27th an., p. 28) 

walk from pprinp; to Canterbury street (34th an., p, 7) 

walks graded and surfaced (28th an., p. 22) 

walks m Long Grouch Wcmk!.^ (;i2nd an., p. 8) 

Wallb: Walnut avenue foundation laid (27tli an., pp. 10, 28) 

completion, Walnut avenue wall between Seaver street and entrance 

(28th an., pp. 10, 22) 

Waterfowl: native wild fowl (28th an., p. 10) ^ 

duck bouse enlarge (28th an., p. 22) 

winter oonditlooa (20th an., p. 10) 

GAMES. (See Sporta.) 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Abborway: border planting (2Sth an., p. 20) . 

Abnold ARnoitETUM AND Hi sBEY Pauk: niountaui lauidl QSOth 80., p.lO), 

Blue HiUs from Bussey Hill (3lBt an,, p. 20) 

lily pond (Slst an., p. 12) 

margin of lily pond (32nd an., p. 14) , 

AasMONT PLATaBOVMD: locker building (35th an., p. 6) 

Back Bat F^b: the Fena near Huntington entrance (32nd an., p. 4) . . . 

Johnson Memorial Fountain (28th an., p. 0) 



6-^,85 
»<-336 

6—6 
6—99 
6—28 

6—269 
6—23 
6—10 
6—11 

6—158 

6-303 

6—28 
6—28 

6—303 
6^98 
6—242 
6—10,28 

6-86,98 

6—86 
6—98 

146 



6 — 96 
6—146 
6—222 
6—214 
6—248 
6-336 



Digitized by Google 



48 



ILLUSTRATIONS — Concl uded. Vol.-Pip 
CharL£8Bank (27th au., p. 12) 6—12 



PkiATGROUNo: lodcer building (36Ui aiL, p. 14) 6—343 

Christophbr Gibson Platohottnd (27th an., p. 18) 6—18 

CoLUMBOs AvEivuB Platoround (27th an., p. 16) 6—16 

children's oorncr (27th an., p. 30; aOth an., p. 16) 6—30, 1S6 

lorkor building (3oth an., p. IS) 6—347 

FfcLL-ows Street Puvyuround (27th an., p. 22) 6 — 22 

Franklin Field: locker building (33rd an., p. 14) 6—276 

Franklin Park: upper end of Scarboro' Pond (29th an., p. 6) 6 — 142 

Ellicottdale tennis grounds (29th an., p. 22) 6—158 

golf links (:^Oth an., n. 8) 6—178 

toboggan chute (30th an., i>. 18) 6—188 

Seaifioro Bridge and Rode Milton (83nl an., p. 4) 6—266 

Scarboro Pond (34th an., p. 8) 6— 3W 

steps, Franklin Park (34th an., p. 141) 6— 31( 

Gabouins Powsr Spratss (27th p. 24) 6— 2< 

Marine Park: pier and bathing beach (32mi an., p. 10) 6—24' 

0L1I8TBD Park: Willow Pond (2»th an., p. 1) 6—7' 

head of Ijeverett Pond (28ui an., p. 10) 6— S 

pool near Will v. I'ond (28th an., p. 14) 6—9 

Ward's Pond (3Uth an., p. 12) 6—18 

Pine Bank (Slst an., p. 8) 6—21 

swans at Jamaica Pond (32nd an., p. 18) 6 — 21 

PaiNCB Stkebt Playokound (27th an., p. 20) 6 — i 

Randolph Strekt Playcround (34th an., p. 20) 6—31 

RtVERWAT '-"'tfi an,, p. 12) 6 — 1' 

footpaliM iOth an., p. 10) 6 — 1! 

Longwood Bridge (33rd an., p. 8) 6—2 

Rogers Park (27th an., p. 14) 6 — 

Roslindalk Pi.ayoround: locker building (3dth an., p. 12) 6—3 

locker building ami shelter (35th an., p. 20) 6 — 3 

Savin Hill I^each (29th an., p. 16) 6 — 1 

Wbst Roxbury Parkway: bndle path (31st an., p. 16) 6 — 2 

white oaka (3Sth an., p. 10) 6-^ 

INSECrr PE918. (See Plantation and Woods.) 

MAINTENANCE. 

table ftf ooat per aeie of parica, paikwaya and playgroiinda (27th an., 

p. 32) 6- 

maiutenancc compared with other cities (27th an., pp. 25-2G; 34th an., 

p. 6; 35th an., pp. 15, 30) 0—25,28, 302, 344, : 

maintenance of drives, rides and walks (27th an., p. 33) 6^ 

insufficient appropriations and condition of roads, etc. (30th an., p. 18; 

3l8tan.,p.7: ^idan.,p.fi; 34th an., pp. 5, 11; 36th an., p. 14) C— i ss. 

267, 301, a07, 

macadam compared wHh Portland oement concrete (34th an., p. 10) . . . 

mwntenance of roads, table (34th an., p. 12; 35th an., p. 15) 

maintenance of parks, playgrounds and roads (34th an., p. 13; 3dth an., 

p. 10) 

drafts on maintenance for ooi)8trueti<m voik 05th an., p. 14) 

BiABCELLA STREET PLAYGROUND. 

taking (20th an., p. 5; 31stan., p. 5) 

Atbletic Sports: 

baU (30th an., p. 17; 32ad an., p. 16; 38rd an., p. 20; 34th an., p. 20). . . 6- 

260.282 
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MAIiCELLA .STREET PLAYGROUND— Concirwied. Vol.-Pate 
skating, slope of ground will not permit of flooding Ci^ird a.n., p. 20; 

34th an., p. 20) 6—282, 316 

BmLDiNOis: rpmoval of buildings (29th an., p. 21; 30th an., p. 17; 3l8t 

au., pp. 5, 19) &— 157, 187, 207, 221 

sanitary acoommodatioos |»ovided in old aBylum building (29tli an.» 

p. 2n 6—157 

locker and sanitary building completed (3l8t an., pp. o, 19> 6 — 207, 221 

lockers and spray baths installed (33rd an., p. 20 ; 34th an., p. 20) ^282, 316 

Construction : tilling and grading (3l8t an., pp. 5, 19) 6 — 207, 221 

removal of ledge suggested (34th an., p. 20) 6 — 316 

need of fence around portion of ball grounds (32nd an., pJ 17) 6 -2.51 

n t aining wall coostnicted (3l8t ao., pp. 5, 19) 6—207, 221 

MARINE PARK. 

Gkmsraj. D£.SCKimON, ETC.: 

popularity (29th an . , p. 1 3 ; 34th an., p. 9; 36th an., p. 6) 6 — 149, 305, 335 

concerts f2Sth :in., p. 12) 6—88 

batiiing (2^th an., p. 12) 6—88 

hOAt Service : extension of channel (27th an., p. 30) 6 — 30 

row boat landing (27th an., pp.15, 30) 6—15^30 

steamboat service between Marine Park and Castle Island (28th an., 

p. 12; 32nd an., p. 10; 3.3nl .m., p. 10; 34th an., p. 10) 6— «8, 244, 272, 306 

BtTiLDiNns : open-sided pavilion shelter at end of pier (33rd an., p. 10) 6 — 272 

Ck)NSTBUCTiON: drainpipe laid (27th an., p. 30) 6 — 30 

temporary wire fence to protect shrubbery (27th an., p. 14) 6 — 14 

erection of bubble fountain oppnsitn Head House f27tn an., p 30) 6 — 30 

pLiANTATioNs; iiiirubbery plants 1 on .slopes surrounding ponds (27th an., 

p. 16; 28th an., p. 12) 6—15, 88 

European elms and lindens (27th an., p bb) 6—14 

couditiuD of trees (27th an., p. 14; 28th un., p. 12; 33rd an., p. 10; 34th 
an., p. 10) 6—14,88,272, 306 

PoND.s: miniature yacht railing (27th an., p. 15) 6 — 15 

fining of ponds (33rd an . j>. 10; 34th an., p. 10; 35th an., p. 13) 6—272, 306, 342 

Promenade: with loam .-ipaorsi for trees construct* <i (2'.)t h an., p. 13) 6 — 140 

Seats: couKtructed and walk widened from Q street to Farragut monu- 
ment (27th an., pp. 14, 30) 6—14, 30 

MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE PLAYGROUND. 

lease (29th an., p. 5) 6—141 

MASSACHUSEITS EMERGENCY AND HYGIENE ASSOCUTION. 

reports of women's gymnasium and children's playground f27tli an., 
p. 74; 28th an., p. 26; 29th an., p. 23; 30th an., p.* 20; 3l8t an., p. 21; 
32nd an , p. 18; 33rd an , p. 23) 6—74. 102, 159, 190, 223, 282, 285 

report of conniiitttv in rhar(;e of the Women's and dukuen's divisioa 

(34than , I) -'{; 3iith an., p. 22) 6—319,351 

MYSTIC PL.^YdROl N'T). 

age hmit fur playing ball (29th an., p. 10) G — b')2 

use of playground by men and large boys (33rd an., p. 17) ti — 279 

closinp chiklron'.': comer during ball playing {X]r<{ -An., p. 17) 6 — ^279 

apparatus for children (27th an., p. 19; 28th an., pp. 15, 25; 2*.»th an., 
p. 16; 30th an., p. 14; 31stan., p. 15; 32nd an., p. 14; 33rd an . p 17; 



34th an., p. 17) 6—19.91. 101, 152, 184,217,248,279,313 

ball diamonds f30th an., p. 14; 31st an., p. 15; 32tid an., p. 14; 33rd 

an., p. 17; :Uth an., p. 17) 6—162,184,217,248,279,313 

biuskrt ball (29th an., p. 16) 6—152 

fence and wall (28th an., p. 15; 35th an., p. 20) 6—91,349 
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BCYBTIC PLAYGROUND— CwKslwW. Vol.-Pi«e 

q|ttoit8 (29th an., p. 16) ^152 

requirements (27th an., p. lU; 32nd an., p. 14; 34th an., p. 17; 35th 

an., p. 20) 19,248, 313, 349 

shelter and op''"-''''^^' P*»"^'i'i<>n (28th an , p. 15; 29th an., p. 16) 6—91, 1.52 

locker or siuut ary 1>ui1(1uik i^3oth an., p. 5J 6—334 

NEPONSET PLAYGROUND. 

apfmratos for children (30th ui., p. 13; Slstan., p. 15; 32DdaD.,p. 14: 

33rd an . j, 17; :^ithan.,p. 17) 6— 183, 217,248^279,313 

i^prqphatiun needed to oukke more aTaUable for play C34th an., p. 17; 

3S(£ an., p. 20) 6—313, 349 

ball (2Sth an., p. 15; 30th an., p. 13; Slatia., p. 16; 32nd an., p. 14; 

33rd an., p. 16; 34th an., p. 17) 6—91, 183, 217, 248, 278, 313 

btdlduig with sanitary aooonunodatioDS erected (29th an., p. 15; 34ih 

an., p. 17) 6—151.313 

fence erected on Neponset avenue (29th an., p. 15) 6 — 151 

filling (27th an., p. 18; 28th an., p. 15; 32nd an., p. 14; 33idaa., p. 16), 6—18 

91, 248, 278 

loam preferable to gravel filling (27th an., p. 19) 6 — 19 

loam Dought and used for surfacing (27th an., p. 31 ) 6 — 3 1 

appropriation rpquirod forloaming (30th .in , p. 13; 31st an., p. 15> .... 6—183, 217 
loaming slope adjoining fence and line tree^ planted (29th an., p. 15) . . . 6—151 

settlement of ground under filling (27th an., p. 18; 28th an., p. 15) 6 — ^18, 91 

skating (27th an., p. 19; 28th an . p. 15; 29th an., p. 16; 30th an., p. 13; 

31st an., p. 15; 32nd an., p. 14; aard au., p. 17; a4th an., p. 17), 6—19, 91, 152, 1S3 

217,248,279, 313 

Hkat in(2: ground covered with heavy soil to foim basin (29th an., p. 16) . . 6—162 

NOETII BRIGHTON PLAVOROUND. 

ball games (27th an., p. 20; 30th an., p. 14; 3l8t an., p. 16; 32nd an., 

p. 15; 33rd an., p. 18; 84th an., p. 18) 6—20, 184, 218, 249, 280, 314 

boundary planting (30th an., p. 1": an., p. 16; 32nd an., p. 14; 

33rd an., p. 18; 34th an., p. 18; aotU an., p. 18) . . . 6—185, 218, 248, 280, 314, 347 

filling (28th an., p. 24 ; 35th an., p. 18) 6—100, 347 

grading (29th an., p. 17; 32nd an., p. 14; 33rd an., p. 17; 34th an., 

p. 18; 35th an., p. 20) 6—163, 248, 279, 314, 349 

louning (27th an., p. 31; 28th sn., p. 24; 30th an., p. 14; 31st an., 

p. 10; 35th an., p. 18) 6—31, 100, 184, 218, 347 

saoitary and looker building (33rd an., p. 18; 34th an., p 18) 6 — 280, 314 

auoits (27th an., p. 20; 32nd an., p. 15; 34th an., p. 18) 6—20, 249, 314 
bating (27th an., p. 20; 2Sth an., p. 10; 29th an., p. 17; 3l8t an., 

p, 16: 32nd an., p. 15; 33rd an., p. 18; 34th an., p. 18) 6—20,92, 153 

218,249,280,314 
roqiiirf mont.« (27th an., p. 20; 28th an., p. 16; 29th an., p. 17; 30th an., 
p. 14; 31st an., p. 16; 32nd an., p. 15; 33rd an., p. 17; 34th an., 
p. 18; 35th an., p. 20) 6—20, 92, 153, 184, 218, 249, 279, 314, 349 

NORTH END BEACH. 

bolkfaead and filling (27th an., p. 30) 6—30 

NXntSERIES. 

matoial from seed beds set out (27th an., p. 17 ; 28th an., p. 13) 6 — 17, 89 

area increased (27th an., p. 17) 6—17 

Cho.stnut Hill nurt^cry rcniovod f27th an., pj). 15, 17) 6 — 15, 17 

West Roxbury nursery retained for the ])resent (27th an., p. 17) 6—17 

FVanklin Field nursery (28th an., p. 13) 6 — 89 

collection of gra.ssp.s f2Sth an., p. 13) f) — S9 

amount of stock at Franklin Field (33rd an., p. 16; 34th an., p. 16) 6—278, 312 
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OAK SQUABE. Tot-l 

transfer to Paric Department (28th an., p. 6) &— 82 

removal of buildings f2Sth an., pp. 6, 19, 24) fr— 82, 95, 100 

gradiiu; and loaming (28th an., pp. 6, 19, 24) 6—82, 95, 100 

BMtB^th ML, p. 19} «— M 

on* TANKS. 

(35th an., p. 12) 0— Ml 

OILING ROADS. 

(32nd an , p. 6; 33rd an., pp.5, 12; 34th an., pp.6, 12; 36Ui«n.,p. 17), 6—240, 267 

274,302,308,346 

OLMSTED PARK. 

Athletic Spokts: tenniB (28Lh an., p. 22) 6 — 98 

akirting (29th an., p. 11) 6—147 

CONSTHUcnoN : dniinpipf l:iid Hnd fMtch-b:isins built ('27th nn., p. 27) 6 — 27 

Dbivxs, Rides and Walks: dxivewav ruisod and resurlacea (27th an., 

p. 2S) : 6—28 

walks built and stairways constructed (27th an., p. 27) r>--?7 

walk.M surfaced (27th an^p, 27) 0 — 27 

Fenci:: iron pipe fenoe built (27th an., p. 28) 6—28 

loaming (27th an., p. 28; 28th an., pp. 10, 22; 29th an., p. 1!) 6—28, 86, 98, 147 

growth of (:i5th an., p. 12) 0— IMl 

rhododendrons, kalmias, water plants (27th an., p. 1 1 ; 29th an., p. 11), 6 — 11, 147 

tufiptreeaptaiitedonFnuidBFiafkinanplace (30than., p.9^ 6—179 

thinning shrubbery (31st an., p. 11) 6—213 

Skating (29th an., p. 1 1 ) 6—147 

WAnuowL (28th an., pp. 10, 22; 29th an., p. 11) 6—86, 98, 147 

ORIENT HEIOHTS FLAYOROUND. 

gurchaae of land (35th an., p. 5) 6 — 334 
lling (35th an., p. 5) 6-^334 

PARK ADMINISTR.\TTOX. 

increase in pay of labort^ry (33rd an., p. 5) 6 — 267 

pensioning old employees (35th an., p. 10) 6—339 

PLANTATIONS AND WOODS. 

inBufficicnt appropriations (30th an., p. 18; 3l8t an., p. 7; 33rd an., 

p. 5) G —188, 209, 267 

growth throughout Park Depart mont and oak planting (82nd an., p. 1 1), -2 15 

thinning (32nd an., pp. 11, 12 ; .35t.h an., p. 11) G— 245, 246, .340 

smoke conditions (28tn an, p. 17; 3l8t an-iP- 10; 32nd an., p. 12) ... . 0—93, 212, 246 
spraying for insect pe.stH (27th an., p. 23, 29; 3^id an., p. 5; 34th an., 

p. 14; 35th an., p. 21) 6—23,29,239,310,360 

(See Franklin Park.) 

PLAYGROUNDS. 

new plavt^rounds (28tb an., p« 6; 29tb an., p. 5; 85th an., 

pp. 6, 18) 6-81, 141, 336, 347 

improvement of playgrounds under special appropriations (3l8t an., 

p . 5 ': 6—207 

need of appropriations for improvements (27th an., p. 6; 28th an., p. 6; 

30th an., p. 5; 33rd an., p. 5; 35th an., p. 20) 6—82,175,267,349 

need of playgrounds (28tn an., p. 6; 29tn an., p. 6; 30th an., p. 5; 32nd 

an., p. 6; 33rd an., p. 5; 34th an., p. 6) 6—82,142,175,240,207,302 

SdioorCommittee ^vcn control of certain playgrounds and chiklTen'a 

comors (.33rd an., p. 5; 35th an., p. 18) 6—267, 347 

leasing playgrounds (29th an., p. 5) 6 — 142 
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FRINGE STREET PLAYGROUND. VoL-i 

apparatus f20th an., p. 19; 30th an., p. 15; 8Man., p. 17; 32nd an., 

p. 15; 33rtl an , p. IS; 34th an., p. 19) 6—165, 186, 219, 249, 280, 

b«th houae (29th an., p. 5) - 

limited area of phiyground (27th an., p. 22; 29th an., p. 5) 6 — 22, 

fences on Prince and N orth Bonnet atreeta (2fi^ an., p. 18) 6 — 164, 

requiiemento (34th an p. lO; 36th p. 20) 6—315,: 

temporary wooden shelter (29th an., p. 18) 6— 

RANDOLPH STREET PLAYGROUND. 



taking ('20! 1i m., p. 5). 

liTb: biall (30 

,p.aoj 

basket ball f32ndan.,p. 17;' 33rd an., p. 20) . . .' 6^2.51^: 



Athletic SpouTb: biul (30th an., p. 18; 31at an., p. 19; 32nd an., p. 17; 

33rd an., p. 20j 84th an., p. 21) 6—188, 221, 251, 282, ; 



skating (30tb an., p. 18; 3lBtan.,p. 19; 34than.,p.21) 6—188,221,: 

CoMBTBUCTioN : grading and drainafe (29th an., p. 21 ; 30tb an., p. 18) 6— '167, : 

fences fSOth an., p. IS) 6— 

Tcmoval of buildings and adaptation of bnck building for playground 
requirementa (29th an., pp. 5, 21; 90th an., p. 18; 3Ut an., pp. 6^ 19), 6—141, 

188»207,: 

use of building during noon-hour by factory girls (33rd an., p. 20; 34th 
an., p. 20) 6—282,: 

children's gardons (mh an., p. 18; 3l8t an., p. 19) 6—188,: 

gymnastic appaxalus (29th au., p. 21; 30th an., p. IS; 31st an., p. 19; 
32nd an., p. 17; 33rd an., p. 20; 34th an., p. 20) <^167,lW,22i,261,282, : 

indoor gymnasium (32nd an., p. 17; 34th an., p. 20) 6—251, : 

Plantatiomb: loam beds around borders (30th an., p. 18) 6-- 

white aah and Lombaidy poplaxe planted (30tn an., p. 18) 6— 

RIVERWAY. 

Bbokucb: wearing floor laid on Audubon Road Bridge (2Sth an., p. 22). . . 6- 
approach to Loogwood Avenue Bridge widened (^tb an., p. 22) 6- 

C!k>N8TRUCT10N. 

driveway raised and resurfaced— drainpipee hud and eatchJiaana 

built (27th an., p. 27) 6- 

Plantations : rearrangement ^f shrubbery along waterside (27th an., p. 1 1 ), 6- 
preparatlon of water's edg(> for a(iuatic and semiaquatio |dant8 (27th 

an., p. 12; 28th an., p. 10- 29th an., p. 11) 6—12, 86, 

plantmg aquatic plants (29tn an., p. 11) 6— 

additions to azalea gmupingi (30ui an., p. 0) 6~ 

t-hinning (31st an., p. 10) 6—! 

growth of young plantations (35th an., p. 12) 6-^ 

ROADWAYS. 

oil treatment for dust suppression (32nd an., p. 6; 33rd an., pp. 5, 12: 

34th an , pp 6, 12; Sdthan., p. 17) 6^240,267,274^302,: 

(jSee MainteoaQce.) 

ROGERS PARK. 

Athletic Sports: ball (32nd an , p. 14; 33rd an., p. 17; 34th an., p. 17). .6—248, 279,. 

skating (3l8t an., p. IG; .T2iul an., p. 14; 33rd an., p. 17) (5—218, 248,: 

Bbook: ingested carrying brook under ground to inczeaae area of play- 
ground (28th an., pp. 16, 24; 29th an., p. 17; 34th an.,p 17\ 6—92,100,163,^ 
appropriations needed to place brook under ground (30Lh an., p. 14; 
3lBt an., p. 16; 32nd an., p. 14; 33rd an., p. 17; 34th an., p. 17). . . 6—184, : 

248,279,. 

brook carried under ground (35th an., p. 18) 6^ 
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BOGBRS FABE— ConcfwiMl. Vo1.-Pni» 

Construction: filling and grading (28th an , pp. 16, 24; 29th an., p. 17) . .6—92, 100, 153 

PtANTATioNs: loaming (28ih an.jD. 24; 29th an., p. 17) 6— 100» 153 

Slanting Foster street dope (SBSth an., p. 16) 
oundary plaatiiigdeflinSle (90Ui an., p. 14; Slal an., p. 10; d4th an., 

p. 17) 6—184,218,313 

Babykinian willows (34fh an., p. 17) 6-^13 

nunBtrra (27th an., p. 20; 28th an., p. 16; 32nd an., p. 14; 33rd 
an., p, 17; d4th an., p. 17; 35(h an., p. 20) 6—20, 92, 248, 279, 313» 349 

BOSLINDALB FLAYGR0T7ND. 

ATHT.KTir SpOHTe. 

baU i27lh an., p. 21; 28th an., p. 17; 29th an., p. 18; 30th an., p. 15; 
Slat an., p. 17; 33nd an., p. 15; 33rd an., p. 18; 34tli an., p. 18). . 6— 21 , 93, 154, 1 85 

219,249,280,314 

tennia (29th an., p. 18; 30th an., p. 15; 32Qd an., p. 15; 33rd an., 
p. 18; 34th an., p. IK) 6—154, 185,240,280,314 

akafmp '27th an., p. 21; 2Sth an., p. 17; 29th an., p. 18; 30th an., 
p. 15; iiiat an., p. 17; 32nd an., p. 15; 33rd an., p. 18; 34th an., 
p. isi tfr-21, 93, 154, 185, 219, 249, 280, 314 

BmuDiNQs: sbdtar and aanitaiy building nndar aooatnietion (35tb an., 

pp. 5, 19) 6—334,348 

CommucnoN: grounds deaied, graded and tile dnin laid CKth an» 

pp. 17, 24) fr-93, 100 

Fbncb: division fence (29th an^P- 17) 6 — 153 

Plamtations: planting treea (2/th an., p. 21) 6—21 

removal wUlows (28th an., pp. 17, 24) 6—03, 100 

Requirembnts (27th an., p. 21; 28th an., p. 17; 29th an., p. 18; 30th 
an., p. 15; 3l8t an., p. 17; 32nd an., p. 15; 33rd an., p. 18; 34th 

an., p. 18; 35th an., p. 20) 6— 21, 93, 154, 18,5, 219, 249, 280, 314, 349 

Skats (30th an., p. 15; Slst an., p. 17) 6—185,219 

Wall: ntainingwaU needed on Robartattaet (29th an., p. 18} 6—164 

SAVIN HILL PARK. 

purcfaaae of land (35th an., p. 5) 6—334 

ecNHtnictlon and development (35Ui an., pp. 5^ 9) 6—334, 338 

SAVIN HILL PLAYGROUND. 

Athletic Spouts: ball (34th an., p. 16) 6—312 

skating (Slst an., p. 15; 32nd an., p. 14; 33rd an., p. 16) 6—217, 248, 278 

BoiujiNGs: shanties removed (27th an., p. 18) 6—18 

bath house erected (27th an., p. 31) 6-^1 

bathing accommodations and number of bathers (27th an., p. 31; 28th 
an., p. 15; 29th an., p. 15; 3l8t an., p. 15; 33rd an., p. 16; 34th 

an p. 16) 6—31,91, 161, 217, 278, 312 

additiooal accommodations needed (30th an., pp. 6, 13) 6—176, 183 

boys' addition (80th an., p. 18; 81st an., p. 15; 32nd an., p. 13; 36tli 

an., p. 20) 6—183^ 217, 247, 349 

CoifaivucnoN: mwer and water pipe laid (27th an., p. 31) 6--31 

sand needed forbeaeh (31st an., p. 15; 32nd an., p. 14; 34th an., p. 16; 

35th an , p. 20) 6—217, 248, 312, 349 

filhng and grading (27th an., p. 31; 34th an., p. 16; 35th an., p. 20). . . 6—31, 278 

312,349 

SHEEP. 

condition and number (29th an., p. 14) * 6 — 150 

tarandgraveixnof onaheepbam (29than., p. 14) 6—150 
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SKATING. 

(^oc liilliriRs Field, Charlesbank, Charlcstown Playground, Christopher 
Ciibson l^lavground, Comrnonwi'allh Playp-ourul, Columbus Avenue 
PIsyKround, Cottage 8troet Playground. First Street Playnound, 
FranKlin Field. 01mste<i Park, Marcella Street Playground, Nepon- 
aet Playground, North Brighton Playground, liandolph Street Play- 
ground, KogerB Park, Roslindale Pla^ g round, Savin HiU PlayptNllld» 
Strandmiy FU^KTOuiid, Wood lalaod Pack. Ako Sports.) 

SPORTS. 

number of diamonds and courts, attendance, etc. (28th an., pp. 19, 20; 
29th an., p. 22; 90th an., p. 19; 81«t an., p. 20; 94tb an., p. 15) . .6—95, 96, 158 

189,222, 311 

ice sporta (27th an., p. 22) 6—22 

ikatmg attendance, table (28th an., p. 30) 6 — 96 

suggested opoiing of pii^ygrounda to flportaofkSun^ 6-^337 

STATUES, ETC. 

Johnson Memorial Fountain at Westland avenue entrance (28th an., 
pp. 6,22) 6-82,08 

STATUTES. 

1001, authority to sell or abandoo oertain lands taken for playgroand 

purposes (27th an., p. 75) 6 — 75 

widening Walter street (27th an., p. 75) 6 — 75 

STRANDWAY. 

takinc additbaal land, Bmnham'a Whaif and other property (27lib aa., 

p« 6) >••••>•«•»•••«• 0 ' € 

Buildings: removal of buildings and wharf (28tb an., p. 23) 6 — 99 

removal of bam and fitting it up as stable, with earrtaker'a quMteia 

(3l8t an., p. 13; 33rd an , p 22) 6—215,284 

need of bath house near Mt. \ ernon street (30th an., p. 6) 6 — 176 

GoMBimucriOK : filling, grading and roadmaking (27tkan., pp. 15, 29; 28th 

an., p. 13; 29th an , pp. 7, 13; 3l8tan., p. 13) 6—15, 29,89, 143, 149,215 

construction between Marine Park and Newman street completed (30th 

an., pp. 6, 11) 6—176,181 

appropriation needed lor grading between walk and beach (31st an., 

p. 13) 6—215 

FtorciNG (:i3rd an., p. 22) 6—284 

Rmidibbments (35th an., p. 21) 6—350 

(See Oolumbia road.) 

STRANDWAY PLAYGROXTND. 

Apparatus (32nd an., p. 10: 33rd an., p. 21; 34th an., p. 21) 5—244, 283, 317 

Athletic Spoirrs: ball (28th an., p. 13; 29th an., p. 13; 30th an., p. 11)... .6— 89, 149, 181 

athletic fieW suggested (28th an., p. 23) 6—99 

akating (28th an , p 13; 29than.,p. 13;a0than.,p.ll;32ndan.,p.ll; 

SSidan., p. 21 ; 34tb an., p. 21) 6—80, 149, 181, 245 

283 317 

GoHBTBUcnoN (28th an., p. 13; 29th an., p. 13; 90th an., p. 11; 31et an., 

p. 13; 32nd an., p. 10; 33rd an., p. 21) 6—80, 149, 181 

215 344 283 

available area (27th an., p. 6; 34th an., p. 21) 6—6* 317 

requirements (32nd an., pp. 10, 11; 35th an., p. 21) ... , 6—244, 245, 350 

STREETS. 

petition for amendment of act giving Park Board jurisdiction over 
streets and lands in the nei^iboriiood of parks and parkways (30th 
an., p. 6) 6—176 
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8UFBBINTENDENT8 REPORTS. YtL—l 

Pjjtt AND PLAT<aoiniD iHPBOinnamTB: Walnut ftvcniw nidcning C27tii 

an., p. 10) 6—10 

oil storage tanks (35th an., p. 12) 5—341 

filling Marine Ftek ponds (33rd an., p. 10; 84th an., p. 10; 86th an., 

p. 13) 6—272,306,342 

feamniement of golf links (27th an., p. 10) 6^10 

changeaat ArtMuscumsite (30than., p. 9) 0 — ^170 

Fens sewage (27th an., p. 12; 28th an., p. 11; 29th an., p. 11; 30th an., 

p. 9; 3l8t an., p. 11 ; 33rd an., p. 8) 6—12, 87, 147, 179, 213^ 270 

Cbarlp-sbank mounds (27th an., p. 13; 30th an., p. 10) 6-— 13^ 180 

narrowingdhveway, Chestnut mil Park (27th an., p. 16) 6^16 

FtanklinFiekl inequalities due to settlements Ci7tnan.,p. 17; 28th an., 

p. 14; 29th an., p. 14; 30th an., p. 12; Blst an , p. 14) 6—17,90,160,182,216 

settlements, Neponsct Playground (27th an., p. 18; 28th an., p. 15; 

29th an., f). 16) 6—18,91, 162 

drainage. Billings Field (27th an., p. 20; 28th an., p. 16) 6—20,98 

settlements, Billings Field (27th an., p. 20; 28tn an., p. 16; 32nd an., 

p. 15; 35th an., p. 20) 6-Ha0,02,249,840 

drainage, Nazingdale (28th an., p. 10) 6— B6 

Rogers Park pond ("iSth an., p. 16; 29th an., p. 17) 6—92, 153 

improvement lower road in .\rboretum (29th an., p. 10) 6-— 146 

sports (27th an., pp. 22, 23; 28th an., pp. 19, 20; 29th an., p. 22; 30th 

an., p. 19; 31st an., p. 20; 34th an., p. 15) 6—22, 23. 95, 96, 1.58, 189, 222, 311 

Strand way construction (27th an., p. 16; 28th an., p. 18; 28tn an., p. 13 ; 

30th an., p. 11) 6—27,89, 149,181 

concrete work (32nd an., p. 12) 6—246 

dnst sn p pt wion (38rd an., p. 12; 34th an., ^. 12; 35th an., p. 17) 6—274,806,346 

Commonwealth avenue extension construction (32nd an., p. 9; 33rd an., 

p. 8; 34th an., p. 8) 6—243, 270, 304 

Park Maintsnancb (27th an., p. 26: 30th an., p. 18; 34th an., pp. 10, 14; 

86th an., p. 14) 6—25, 188, 306, 310, 348 

Plantations and Woods: thinning in Franklin Park (27th an., p. 9; 28th 
an., p. 9; 29th an., pp. 9, 10; 30th an., p. 8; 31st an., p. 9; 32nd an., 
p. 11; 33rd an., p. 7; 35th an., p. 11) .6—0, 85, 145, 146, 178,211,245,269,340 
tree pruning (27th an., p. 10; 28th an., p. 9; 29th an., p. 9; 33rd an., p. 7), 6—10, 85 

145, 269 

diseased or overcrowding trees removed (35th an., p. 12) 6—341 

loaming woodlands in Franklin Park (27th an., p. 10; 28th an., p. 9; 

31stan.,p 9;35than., p. 11) 6—10,85,211,340 

grubbing out tree weeds (27th an., p. 9) 6—9 

cultivation of plantations (28th an., p. 9; 34th an., p. 7) 6 — 85, 303 

smoke conditions and influence on ocmtfen, etc. (28th an., p. 17; 81st 

an., p. 10; 32nd an., p. 12) 6—93, 212,246 

general planting, etc. (32nd an., p. 1 1 ) 0—245 

Franklin Park planting (29th an , p. 10; 30th an., p. 8;81stan., p. 0), 6—146, 178, 211 

planting Walnut avenue slopes (28th an., p. 10) 6 — 86 

hMaiing old woodlands in Franklin Park (35th an., p. 11) 6 — 340 

ktaming water i>dge, Olmsted Psik ana Riverwsj (2Bth an., p. 10; 

20th an., p. 1 1) . . : !...... 6-«6, 147 

wateiside pu intmg, Ohttsted Park and Riverway (27th an., p. 11; 28th 

an., p. 10: 29th an., p. 11) 6—11,86,147 

kalmias and aquatic plants (27th an., pp. 11, 12) 6—11, 12 

Msleas OOth an., p. 0) 6—179 

loaming Fens {plantations C27th an., p. 12; 28th an., p. 11; 28th an., 

p. 11 ; 36th an.jp. 12) 6—12, 87, 147, 341 

plantinginF«ns(27than.,p. 12) 6—18 
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SDFCItlNTENDENrS BEFOBIS— ConefiHM. T«L— A 

condition Commonwpalth avenue trees between Arlington and Dart- 
mouth streets (27th an., p. 12) 6 — 

thinxdng trees on Commonwealth avenue, eastern end, and between 

Dnrf mouth streot and MsisaachuM'tta avenup (28th an., p. 11) 6—1 

plautuig Commouwoalt h avenue betwtjen lirookline avcsnue and Dart- 
mouth street (29t i i : > n , p. 12; 30th an., p. 10) 6— 148» U 

appropriations needeil for planting Commonwealth avenue, west of 

Beacon street (35th an. , p. 13) 6 — 3^ 

Charlosbank planting (27tn an., p. 13) ^— 

Wood iHlaod Park trees (27tb an., p. 13; 28th an., p. 12; 20th an., 

p. 12; 30th an., p. 10; Slat an., p. 12) 6—13,88, 148, 180,2 

Charlestow^ Hd^ta, xeananiBiiieDt ahrubbery (27th an., p. 14; 29kh 

an., p. 12) 6—14,1' 

Marine Peric planting (27th an., p. 14; 28tii an., p. 12) 6—14,1 

r\i1nTTi!>i:\ read [ilanting (27th an., p. l.l'' ^— ! 

btraodway piaut iug (29th an., p. 13; 30th an., p. 11; 3l8t an., p. 13; 

32nd an., p. 10) 6—149, 181, 215, 2 

Chestnut Hill pliinting (27th an., p. 15; 28th an., p. 13; 29th an., 

p. 13; 32nd an., p. 11; 33rd an., p. 10} 6—15, 89, 149, 245, 2 

Cmslaut Hill pnmmg and thinning (28th an., p. 13; 29th an., p. 13: 

30th an., p. 11) 6—89, 149, 1 

Bemers Square trot s (27th an„ p. 16; 28th an., p. 13) 6—16, 

thinning at Dorchester Park (28th an., p. 13) 6-— ■ 

thinninfr Wf«^t Roxbury Parkway trees (28th an., p. 13) 6 — 

thinning parkway shruba (3l8t an., p. 10) 6—2 

planting Comraonwealth avenue extendon (83id an., p. 8; 34th an., 

p. 8; 3,5th an., p. 14) 6^270,304,3 

loaming and plimting Franklin Fi»»id on Stratioa HlrLt-t and Blue Hill 

avenue boiders (28th an., p. 14; 29th an., p. 14) 6— M>, 1 

Rogers Park planting (28th an., p. 16; 35th an., p. 20) 6—02, 3 

removal willows at Roslindale Playground (28th an., p. 17) 6r— ^ 

Randolph street planting (3(Hh an., p. 18) S— 1 

planting Alf ord and Main atjreet borders o£ Charlestown Playground 

(27th an., p. 19) 6 — 

RoslindHlr f.ljiriling (27th :in , 1) ?!) _ 6 — 

Columbus Avenue Playground planting (27th an., p. 21; 29th an., 

p. 18) 6—21,1 

CottaRp Street Playgrr mu I planting (29th an., p. 20; SOth AO., p. 17), 6—156, i: 

collection of oasscs (25th an., p. 13) 6-^ 

auneriea (27ta an., p. 16; 28th an., p. 18) 6—16, : 

apfaying opcrntions for insect pests (27th an., pp. 23| 20; 32nd an., 
p. 5; 34th an., p. 14; 35th an., p. 21) 6—23, 29, 239, 310, ^ 

TABLES. 

skating areas, attendance, etc. (27th an., p. 23; 28th an., p. 20) 6 — 23, i 

eoet oil maintenance of parks and playgroundH per acre (27th an., 

p. 32; 3nVi an , p. 13: 3.^,th an., p. 16) 6—32,809,3' 

cost of maintenauce of dhves, rides and walks per square yard (27th 

an., p. 83) 6-% 

maintenance of voada and eoet per Muave jani (34th an., p. 12; 36th 

an., p. 15) 6—308,3- 

comparative cost per acre of midntenance of important pack agnrtems 

in the United Stat<>8 (27th an., p. 26; 35th an., p. 36) 6— 28,3( 

location and area of parks and playgrounds (35th an., p. 26) 6--3f 

WATEEFOWL. CSee Ohnsted and Franklin Paika.) 
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VHBST FIFTH STREET PLAYGROUND. Vol.-Pag« 

purchase of land (35tb an., p. 5) 6 — 334 

plflOB for defvelopmait of playground (SSth an., pp. 5, 19) 6 — 334, 348 

WEST ROXBURY PARKWAY. 

bridle path (28th an., p. 13; 83rd an.. P- 1 D 6—89, 273 

grading, between Anjiwan aventie and Bellevue Hill (33rd an., p. 11), 9^27Z 
thinning and pruning trees (28th an., pp. 13, 23; 29th an., p. 9; 33rd 

an., p. 11) 6—80,99,145,273 

material from Walter street widening spread in grove between Centfo 

and Walter strwta (28th an., p. 23) 6—99 

WEST THIRD STREET PLAYGROUND. 

purchase of land (35th an., p. 5) 6 — 334 

l^tana for dcvelopincnt of playground ^th an., pp. 5, 19) 6—384^848 

WILLIAM EUSTIS PLATGROUND. 

purchase of land (8Sth an., p. 5) 6 — 334 

creation of building planned (35th an., p. 5) 6 — 334 

grading completed (35th an., p. 19) 6 — ^348 

KMm bonkm prepared (35th an., p. 19) 6 — 348 

fenee with oonereie poBta to be erected (35tb an«, p. 19) 6—348 

WOOD ISLAND PARK. 

AxHLKTTr Sports (27th an., p. M; 28th an., p. 12; 29th an., p. 12; 30th 
an., p. 11; 31st an., p. 12; 32nd an., p. 10; 33rd an., p. 1>; 31th an., 

p. 9) 6—14, K,s, 148, 181,214, 244,271,805 

cricket (28th an , p. 12; 29th an., p. 12; 30th an., p. 11; 3l8tan.,p. 12; 

32nd an., p. 10; 33rd an., p. 9; 34th an., p. 9) . . .6—88, 148, 181, 214, 244, 271, 305 
tennis (28th an., p. 12; 29th an., p. 12; 30th an., p. 11; 3l8t an., p. 12; 

32nd an., p. 10; 33rd an., p. 9; 34th an., p. 9) . . .6—88, 148, 181. 214, 244, 271,305 
skating (28th an., p. 12; 29th an., p. 12; 3l8t an., p. 12; 32nd an., 

p. 10; 33rdan.,p.9; 34th an., p. 9) C -8S, 14.S, 214, 244,271,805 

BciLDiNGs: workshop, storeroom, saaitaiy building and opea-eided shelter 

constructed (29th an., p. 12) 6—148 

ChmHASiUM: attendance (27lh an., p. 14; 28th an., p. 12; 29th an., p. 12; 
30th an., p. 11; 3Ut an., p. 12; 32iid an., p. 10; 33rd an., p. 9; 

34th an., p. 9) 6—14, 88, 148, 181, 214, 244, 271, 306 

repairs nwdefi (33rd an., p. 9) 6—271 

Constkdctio.n: manhole baaina removed and tide gates built (27th an., 

pp. 11. 30) 6—14,30 

steps and 8eat« constructed (27th an., pp. 14, 30) 6—14, 30 

FLAMTAT10N8: hilMde shade (27th an., p. 13; 28th an., p. 12; 29th an., 

p. 12) 6—13, 88,148 

number of trrrs planted and preparation for planting (30th an., p. 10), 6—180 
success in planting (3l8t an., p. 12; 32nd an., p. 10; 33ni an., p. 9; 
34th an., p. 9) 6—214, 244, 271, 306 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS. 



COMMISSIONER'S REPORT. 



Hon. John F. FmosBALD, 

Mayor of the City of BosUm: 

Dear Sir, — Much of the work that we described in 
our last report as then to be desired has now either been 
done or is well advanced. 

Bj' arrangements made with the Transit Commission 
the marsh land in the northern portion of t ho Fens is 
being graded with earth from the Beacon Hill tunnel 
to a level which will make it upland and suited to park 
uses. This has been done without expense, but it will 
be necessary when it ia completed to ask for an appro- 
priation to surface this area with some loam. 

The herbaceous garden in Franklin Park has been 
well started. The flowers made a brilliant display last 
summer and will be far more attractive in the coming 
year. This garden will form a part of the Zoological 
Gardens and aid in preserving parklike features as the 
zoological collection extends. 

The commission this year a^ain would urgi;e that 
authority be obtained for the opening of the parks and 
playgrounds to "innocent recreation" on Sunday after- 
noon. We believe that the grounds so thoroughly used 
on Saturday afternoons should be put to use on Sunday 
afternoons and can see no reason why if innocent sport 
is permitted by the police on private or club grounds it 
should not be also allowed on the playgrounds open to 
those who have no such grounds of their own. We 
desire to see tennis, quoits, bowls, cricket and baseball 
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on the playgrounda on summer Sunday afternoons, just 
as skating and tobogganing are now permitted on 
Sundays in winter on these same grounds. The idea 
that the former should be forbidden on Sundays as 

being competitive games and that the latter should be 
permitted as "methods of locomotion" seems to us 
unreasonable. 

Six locker buildings of picturesque design and suited 
to the playground surroundings have been completed 
on six of the playgrounds. The grading and fences 
have been completed on the William Eustis Playground 
and the Columbus Avenue Playground. The grading 
has been done at the North Brighton Playground with 
earth obtained from the Cambridge tunnel. The 
Prince Street Playground has been paved and an inter* 
estmg acheme of belters and planting has been arranged 
to be installed as soon as spring weather permits. Savin 
Hill Park has been planted with great care, and as the 
planting attains growth we feel sure that this park will 
be one of great beauty. Some of the proposed and 
authorized work at Charlesbank has been done and the 
rest is to be done as soon as the opening season permits. 
The extm^ion of the speedway at Franklin Field has 
nearly been completed. 

It has been a constant question with the Park Com- 
mission whether with the growth of foliage and with the 
changes that have at times become necessary the original 
plan of the parks as designed by Mr. Olmsted, senior, 
was being adhered to; or whether if not being adhered to 
the changes were beneficial or otherwise. Seeking li^t 
on this question the oommisnon engaged the late Mr. 
Olmsted's sons to make a thorough peregrination of the 
park in company with our superintendent and landscape 
architect. Messrs. Olmsted have jubt given us their 
interesting report and we hand it to you herewith. Much 
as we value this careful report it is proper to say that 
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we do not agree with all their conclusions. For instance, 
were it possible to obtain the $80,000 it would probably 
cost we should like to arrange Commuiiwealth avenue 
between Massachusetts avenue and the Fciis on the 
same plan that exists beyond each end of this short 
section. The changes that have already been made 
west of the Fens on the avenue and that new conditions 
have caused lead us to feel that this would be a very 
desirable change. We hope, however, to profit greatly 
from this report, and from one that tiie Finance Com- 
mission have recently on their own account intrusted < 
to Mr. Manning, landscape architect. 

There are certain things that we desire to do in the 
near future if furnished with necessary funds for their 
carrying out, among which are the following: (1) lii 
our last report we referred the condition of the water 
in the Fens. The only change that can occur in this' 
water is caused by whatever flow there may be from 
the Charles river through the openings under Beacon 
street and Commonwealth avenue and the railroad into 
the Fens and then back again through the same open- 
ings to the river. It is obvious that the change in the 
water is very slight and the water stands in the Fens 
without any other flow or change. We have had it 
ocamined. It is to-day in good condition and nobody 
complains of it. It is obvious, however, that a very 
slight change in conditions might make it disagreeable 
and unhealthy. Those in charge of the basin and the 
marginal sewer will not permit us to let water in from 
Charles river through the Fens into the marginal sewer 
whence it would be delivered below the dam into the 
bay. The reason tliis is not permitted is because there 
is not water enough in the Charles river to spare for 
this flow through the Fens. Our commission, therefore, 
desires and has asked in previous years for the funds 
necessary to establish an electric pumping plant which 
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would pump water from the upper end of the Fens into 
the Brookline avenue sewer whence it w^ould go into the 
Charles River Basin and thus a flow^ would be obtained 
without any waste of water from the basin. We again 
urge the necessity of this upon your attention believ- 
ing it to be a necessary safeguard against future possible 
trouble. (2) We cannot expect to see the playgrounds 
very largely used during school hours on week days. 
On Saturdays they^are well used; if the Legislature opens 
them on Sundays the fact of their use upon two days 
of the week would tend to thdr greater use on the re- 
maining days. We believe, howeveri that on every 
large playground there should be maintained a super- 
visor or play leader to control the playgrounds and chil- 
dren's corners and direct and ^supervise the play on these 
playgrounds and the neighboring small grounds that 
belong to the city. Of course this is an expense for 
which we have no funds, but we believe it drsirable. 
(3) We also think that these supervisors and the 
children's corners and the entire administration of the 
playgrounds should be in our charge and not divided 
between us and the School Committee and others. 
Divided responsibility gives incomplete results. (4) 
We should also like money enough to give a very thor- 
ough surfacing of macadam and sand to the small 
playgrounds. The best surfacing that we can now give 
is complained of by those who frequent the playgrounds. 
(5) Locker buildings or sani^ries are needed on some 
of the large playgrounds, especially the Strandway, which 
now has no conveniences of this kind. (6) We have 
already suggested to you that an approi)riation already 
made for a bath house in that region might be coupled 
with a new appropriation and a building containing 
bath house, sanitaries and lockers could then be suit- 
ably placed on the Strandway Playground. (7) A locker 
btiil(ting with sanitaries and a shelter and boat pier is 
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also needed at the southern end of Jamaica pond. 
The present building is unfit to be left standing amid 
these beautiful surroundings. (H) We Rho desire to 
fit with a small locker building and shelter, and to plant 
with trees, the vacant lot in our control north of Charles- 
town Heights Playground and adjoining the railroad 
and make it an attractive resort for mothers and small 
children. (9) We again draw your attention to the 
fact that Commonwealth avenue extension should be 
planted with trees. Estimates for this have been laid 
before you in previous years. (10) The North End 
Playground terraces can, we think, be made more avail- 
able by changes in the walls but we should like to build 
at the summit of those terraces a very large two storied 
shelter, and thus give large tvpas for women to rest 
and sew and children to play where the air and the viowg 
are most attractive. The cost of this shelter would 
give the equivalent of another playground for this 
crowded district. 

Every year it has been the practice, and in fact it is 
absolutely necessary, to spend out of the maintenance 
appropriation certain sums for work which cannot be 
left undone but which is really constructive. In making 
the annual appropriations it might be well to make a 
special appropriation for "improvements" so that these 
necessary expenditures should appear under their proper 
head and not figure as maintenance. 

We have the funds in hand to buy three playgrounds. 
We have already reported to you regarding that in Ward 
19, for which a sum of $60,U00 has been appropriHted. 
We have had what might be thought an advantageous 
offer from a real estate point of view of one lot of land, 
but it seems to us too valuable land for the city to pur- 
chase for a playground. Other ofTers of land in that 
neighborhood have been made but the price and the 
conformation do not commend these sites to us as 
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cteeirable or eoonomical. We are waiting hopefully' for 1 

an opportunity to make a proper investment in Ward 19. ^^ss 

Appropriations also are available of 125,000 each for ^ 

playgrounds in Ward 16 and Ward 7, and to the latter * r ^ 
it is also possible to add the unexpended balance (about 
816,000) remaining from the Randolph Street Play- ; 
ground, and which is applicable to Wards 7 and 9. We 
are actively engaged in trying to make good purchases ^ 
with these funds. 

In our last report we suggested various methods 
of creating attractions in Franklin Park. Very soon ^ 
thereafter the opportunity presented itself for establish- | 
ing the Zoological Garden at Franklin Park and the ( 
Aquarium at South Boston to be paid for from the I 
Parkman Fund, and we made a report to you and 
the City Council some months since regarding the 
designs for these. Since then we have carefully studied 
in greater detail the Aquarium building. Our advisers 
have visited New York, Washington and Detroit, and 
have consulted with the authorities there and we have 
engaged Doctor Bean of Albany to review our drawings 
and advise with us regarding them. We hope to start i 
on building the Aquarium as soon as the season opens. I 
We have also worked over in detail the general plan for 
the Zoological Garden in Franklin Park and the more 
detailed designs for the winter bird house; the summer 
out-door flying cage or aviary; the duck pond; the bear 
den and also dens for various other animals, Mr. 
Homaday, the director of the Bronx Zoological Gardens, 
has at our request been a second tame to Boston, reviewed 
all our work and advised with us professionally and to 
our great advantage. We offer the following program 
as what we should Uke to do as regards the Zoological 
Garden. 
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We desire to open the Zoological Garden on June 1, 
1912. In that event we should not accept any animals 
before April 1, 1912. The whole of 1911 and the entire 
spring of 1912 would be required for preparations. On 
June 1, 1912, we should like to have two good buildings 
ready, namely, the bird house and the building that 
would finally be the deer house, but which temporarily 
would contain any animals requiring indoor care. The 
accompanying plan will show where, after mature study, 
we now plan to place these different buildings and 
dens, etc., with which to start the Zoological Park. 
The estimate for all this preparation woidd be as follows: 

Camels, oamelopard and musk oz . . . . $8,000 

Carnivorous group 24,000 

Deer house and yards (to be temporarily used for 

all indoor animals') 55.000 

Deer corrals and sheds 12,000 

Bird house 75,000 

Flying cage 12,000 

Wild fowl pond and fences ...... 5,000 

Continuation of herbaceous garden with water 

, ponds for water plants, etc 9,000 

Total $200,000 

Animals for the above $25,000 

Aquarium at South Boston .... 100,000 
Sewer, fences, superintendent's salary, 
survey and drawings .... 25,000 

— 160,000 

Total $350,000 
Of this needed amount there has already been 
placed at our disposal about ..... 120,000 

Additional sum in ( <led before June 1, 1912 . $230,000 

We ask whether it will not be possible for you and 
the Parkman Fund Committee to arrange for us to have 
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this amount of money before June 1 , 1 9 1 , t (j be expended 
in this manner as a whole on the items a bove named but 
not necessarily in the proportions allotted above to each 
individual item. 

Yours truly, 

ROBIBRT S. PbABODT, 

James M. Prendergast, 
Daniel H. Cqakley, 

Board of Fork Commissioners, 

Boron, Jaaiuuy 81, 1011. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



To RoBXBT S. Pbabodt, Jakxs M* Pbbndxboast and 
Danibl H. Goaklbt, Cammisnoners: 

Gentlemen, — I herewith submit a report of work 
performed in the department under the direction of 
your Board during the year i910« 

In a tree-sheltered hollow, near Elm Hill avenue and 
the Seaver street boundary of Franklin Park, an 
herbaoeoua garden was started during the past season. 
This delightful and instruetive form of gardening has 
been known by various names. Grandmother's Garden, 
a favorite name, carries one back to old-fashioned 
times and sweet recollections. The hardy garden, as 
it is frequently designated, has a practical sound; it 
conveys the idea of planting such things in, will exi.st in 
our climate without the trouble of housing under glass 
in winter. The garden at Franklin Park, while a dis- 
tinctive feature of the park itself, will show what can 
be done with native and exotic plants of a hardy char- 
acter in beautifying home grounds. This lesson will 
be for the cotta^r, as well as for those who have more 
pretentious homes and extensive grounds. The garden 
follows the sinuosities of the shrub bordered tree 
plantation, extending around two sides of the hollow, 
a length of about twelve or fifteen hundred feet. Al- 
thoui^ this planting could not be done until far into June, 
yet the display in late summer and early fall was most 
gratifying. Last fall thousands of daiiodils, crocuses, 
snowdrops, scilla, hliunis, etc., were planted for spring 
blooming; thus the border, as the seasons follow each 
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other, will offer varsring phases of beauty. The floor 
of the hollow is a nearly level space, flanked by a bare 

ridge. The former is well fitted for aquatic gardening, 
which it is proposed to introduce, and the ridge, when 
suitably planted, will complete the sense of inclosure 
and shelter for the garden. 

Many of the trees in the young plantations are now 
from forty to fifty feet in height, and are growing 
rapidly. Pruning and thinning have been carefully 
done. The old woodlands continue to improve in 
health and vigor, due to judicious thinning and the 
careful conservation of all fallen leaves. These are 
gathered in the fall into shallow heaps, under the trees, 
and covered with a little loam, to prevent th^ being 
fired, and, when somewhat decayed, the following year, 
they are spread over the floor of the woodland. 

These woodlands are of Nature's planting, and while 
stunted in g^rowth, yet they give a naturalistic appear- 
ance, which the young plantations cannot impart for 
years to come. It is of the utmost importance, there- 
fore, that the growth of the woodlmid trees, especially 
where situated on rocky lodires, sliould be encouraged 
and strengthened by the addition of loam. 

The woodlands of West Roxbury Parkway have 
recdved considerable attention. Decrepit or over* 
crowding trees have been removed, useless undergrowth 
of tree seedhngs, or tree weeds, have been cleared off, 
and areas of saplings thinned, reserving the best for 
permanent growth. 

During the past year a considerable quantity of 
undergrowth was planted in the Wilderness in Franklin 
Park. We have a fine lot of similar material in the 
nui.-eiy, including flowering dogwood (Cornus Florida), 
hemlocks, etc., for planting in the woodlands next 
season. Evidence of the wear and tear of the under- 
growth, caused by the greater use of the parks each 
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year, is becoming more manifest, and its maintenance 

thereby is seriously interfered with. Restoration, too, 
is expensive, and, in the face of light appropriations, it 
is difficult. 

As usual, portions of tho shrubbery plantations, 
generally, throughout the department, were renewed. 
Old and overgrown shrubs were cut down to induce 
growth from the bottom, or were grubbed out and new 
plantations were made. 

All plantations of trees were thinned* When found 
suitable for transplantation, the trees marked for 
removal were root-pruned. During the winter a num- 
ber of oaks thus prepared were moved with frozen baUs 
and planted at Savin Hill for shading Grampian way, 
while others were planted along the parkways to replace 
trees in the lines. Some beeches, too, were planted by 
the same method on the top of Savin Hill. 

Savin Hill, a recent acquisition of the department, is 
a beautiful, rocky hill of about eight acres, overlooking 
the upper harbor or Dorchester bay. The principal 
growth on the hill consisted of wild cherry and horse 
briar (Smilax Rotundifolia), the horse briar forming in 
many places an impenetrable thicket. The entire 
area has been cleared of useless or unusable growth; 
trails have been made and seeded down to red fescue 
grass; plantations of red cedar (Savin), oaks, beeches, 
sumac, bittersweet, trumpet vines and other native 
plants have been made, and a strip of slightly sloping 
ground at the base of the hill has been graded and 
seeded down to turf for tennis grounds. 

In consequence of the abandonment of the two-row 
plan of trees on Commonwealth avenue, between 
Dartmouth street and Massachusetts avenue, the trees 
in the center of the lawns were removed to the edges 
and the four-row plan again restored. The trans- 
planted trees are doing very well. The conditions for 
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growth on Commonwealth avenue, between the two 

sUeets named, have been very much improved. The 
season before last the gravel over the whule area 
between the trees was excavated to an average depth of 
three feet six inches and loam composted with manure 
substituted. 

Except a line of young oaks, planted four years ago 
between Brighton avenue and Warren street, no planting 
has been done on Commonwealth avenue extension to 
the Newton line. This is to be regretted, as the poesi- 
biHties of this fine avenue are thereby lost. In the 
interest of the city an appropriation should be made for 
the prosecution of this work. 

The nymphsea in Ward's pond were lifted and divided 
last spring, and their soil beds enriched. 

The Fens Playground, although not filled to the grade 
desired, was leveled off for the season's use, the large 
amount of excavated material received being diverted 
to a further extension of the filled area. The plavfj^round 
was much used during the summer. It is conveniently 
located to the Normal School Group, and serves a large 
and rather closely populated district. There can be 
no doubt that this playground, in the future, will be 
the center of great activity. 

On the ten-acre meadow near Boylston Bridge a 
large amount of filling material is being received from 
the excavation for a new station at the Park Street Sub- 
way. An amount is expected from this source sufficient 
to raise the grade of the whole of this meadow an average 
of twelve or fifteen inches. The filling will be covered 
with a few inches of loam and seeded. This work will 
throw open for public use a meadow of usable turf, 
where formerly existed a piece of marsh, the conversion 
being made possible by the construction of the Charles 
River Dam and the marginal conduit. ' 
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The excavation into the bank, behind the shops in 
Franklin Park, for yard extension, which has been pros- 
ecuted as time could be spared during the past few 
winters, is now nearly coinpleled. This will pro\nde 
space for much needed buildings, such as cart sheds, a 
paint shop, and new duck and swan shelter houses. 

The cement concrete manufacturing shop has been 
kept constantly employed in turning out fence poets, 
seat posts, drinking fountains, etc. The seat posts 
required for Charlesbank improvement are ready in 
stock for use when the weath^ will permit of their being 
set out. 

At Pine Bank, a 6-incb water nuun was laid to the 

department headquarters, for water supply and fire 
protection. 

An appropriation of $20,000 dollars was received last 
year for the improvement of Charlesbank. The work is 
planned and has been commenced. It embraces a 
granolithic promenade on the Charles river front, 
flanked by a continuous row of cement-concrete frame 
seats ; crosswalks of granolithic, and an iron picket fence 
on Charles street. The irrigation plant is completed, 
and the remainder of the work, it is expected, will be 
done before summer. 

The women's gymnasium at Charlesbank continues 
its good work, under the supervision of Mrs. Kate 
Gannett Wells and Mrs. Anna Phillips Williams. An 
account of this work in detail will be found elsewhere 
in this report. The attendance at the men's gymnasium 
for the year was about 182,700. 

The total amount appropriated for the maintenance 
of your department the past year was 8385,000. Drafts, 
however, were made on this account for construction 
work of §56,001.62, leaving a net balance of only S328,- 
998.38 for the maintenance of the department. This 
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was inadequate for the purpose. Consequently the 
quality of the upkeep was not of the standard of excel- 
lence which might be expected in a park B3^m of such 
note as that of Boston. In every department the work 
had to be slighted to the «xtent of making the difference 
between good and barely passable results, while road 
maintenance was distinctly poor. One thousand nine 
hundred lineal feet of road resurfacing was done the past 
year. The unount requiring this treatment is 5,000 
lineal feet. 

The following table shows the cost of the maintenance 
of roads for the past eight years, with the averap;e cost 
per annum for the same period. The cost is for all labor, 
teaming and road repairs, including resurfacing and 
oiling lor the suppression of dust. 
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PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND ROADS. 
Con ow MaimMMakcs rsE Ackb, 1002 10 1910, 
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PABKB. fLAYOBOUNDS AND BOAI>S.-<7micZiuM. 
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A pi coo of land containing 13,948 square feet, bordered 
by Cambridge, Mansfield and Lincoln streetSi Brighton, 
on July 7, 1910| was transferred to the care and custody 
of the Park Department. 

The steepness of the grade of this lot makes it imprac- 
ticable to adapt it for playground uses. It villi undoubt- 
edly, be of value for business purposes, and it would seem 
best to sell it and apply the proceeds to the purchase 
of a more suitable site. 

No additions have been made during the past year to 
the twenty-five playgrounds owned by your department. 

Of the eonst motion work performed at the play- 
grounds the following items were the most important. 

At Franklin Field locker building the electric lighting 
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was installed, and some interior finishing work completed. 
The basement of the building was painted, flagged and 
fitted up with seats for the use of skaters. 

A stone wall, three and one-half feet high, was built 
from Talbot avenue comer, on Blue Hill avenue, to a 
point two hundred feet south of the locker building. 
Grading, and the planting of trees, shrubs and vines, 
was done behind the waii, and continued round the 
front of the building. 

A wide terrace, in two plateaus (an upper and a lower), 
was made in front of the locker building, on which was 
constructed, on the south half of the lower plateau, a 
bowling green. This will be ready for play in the spring. 
On the axis of the front of the building, in the center of 
a thirty-foot promenade, a large flagstaff was erected. 
The north half of the lower plateau is large enough for 
another bowling green, to which purpose it should be 
applied when the game, which is growing fast in favor, 
requires more accommodation. 

During the past winter, in pursuance of a general plan 
for the grading of the upland portion of Franklin Field, 
2,000 cubic yards of material were excavated on the east 
side of the oid bowiiug green, and used for grading the 
terraces. 

Last November tlie work of extending the speedway 
to Blue Hill avenue was commenced and prosecuted 
until the hard weather of the beginning of February 
compelled its postponement. The construction of the 
work from Talbot avenue to the sheep barn was done 
by park employees. A contract was let to the John H. 
Winsloe Contracting Company for excavating on the 
Stratton street side. The remainder of the work will be 
done by the Park Department employees in the spring. 

At Billings Field a sanitary and spray bath btdlding 
was erected. The grading and planting of the grounds 
around the building will be completed next spring. 
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At Roslindale Playground a sanitary and locker build- 
ing has been erected. The grading around the building 
which is partly done, with the planting, will be completed 
in the springy and a children's comer constructed. 

At Columbus Avenue Playground the sanitaty and 
locker building has been completed, and a children's cor- 
ner and a boys' athletic field have been made. Concrete 
post and electrically welded wire fences, ten feet high, 
built by department employees, inclose these areas. 
The general playground, containing the baseball dia- 
monds, also has been inclosed by the same style of fence. 

At Charlestown and Ashmont playgrounds sanitary 
buildings have been erected. At the latter place a 
children's corner has been fenced off from the ball field. 
A tennis court has been made within tiiis inclosure. 

At William Eustis Playground a sanitary and locker 
building is under construction. A fence, ten feet high, 
of concrete posts and electrically welded, wire has been 
built around three sides of the playground. Neact 
spring, a concrete post and pipe rail fence will be con- 
structed eight feet distant from the wire fence, on the 
lot line. The border between wiU be planted with teees 
and shrubbery. 

At West Thirtl and West Fifth Street Playgrounds 
grading has been duue, loam beds prepared and trees 
planted on the borders. Open pavilion shelters have 
been erected at both places, and some children's appa- 
ratus installed. 

At Neponset Playground the cross ditches have been 
filled, and about three-fourths of the marsh area has 
been covered with clayey loam. It is expected that the 
remainder of the marsh will be covered by spring, when 
the grading of the field will be done. This will make 
eighteen acres of excellent playground. 

At Prince Street Playground the whole area has been 
paved with cement-grouted brick. Loam pits have been 
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prepared for trees, f oimdatioBs have been laid for appa- 
ratus and contracts made for iron picket fences and a 
cement and stone concrete colonnade, surmounted by 
concrete flower boxes. 

At Strandway Playground a children's comer has been 
fenced off from the ball field, within which an open- 
sided pav ilion shelter Ivds been erected. The filling of the 
flats opposite the playground proceeds steadily. Only 
city refuse, clean in character, is received, wliich costs 
the departnicnt n othing except the expense of grading. 

At Mystic Playground a sanitary building was erected. 

At Orient Heights Playground the filliug and grading 
of the four and one-half acres of high marsh is in 
progress. It is expected that this will be completed in 
April. The erection of a wire netting fence along its 
edge on the Chelsea creek side will make it avaUable 
for a playgrotmd. 

At Savin Hill Beach an openndded pavilion shelter 
was built. 

Appropriations for construction work are needed as 
follows: 

Savin Hill Playground, — To provide for a little 
additional filling and grading, sand for the beach and 
enlarged accommodation for boy bathers. 

Mystic Playyround, — To raise the dock wall and to 
erect thereon a substantial iron fence for the protection 

of the children. 

Rogers; Park. — To erect a sanitary building and to do 
some grading in the playground. Loam is also needed 
for the planting of trees round the boundary of the 
playground. 

Nmih Brighton Playgroimd. — For fences. 

BiUings Field. — To secure filling in order to raise 
the center of the playground, aku loam to plant trees 
round its borders. 
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Roslindale Playground. — To build a retaining wall. 
Some filling and grading, also fences, are needed. 

Fellows Street Playground, — To provide sanitary 
accommodations. 

CoUage Sireei Playground, — To erect fences. 

Forest HiUs and Mount Hope Playground. — To pro- 
vide sanitary accommodations and for grading. 

^tnitifhmy Playground. — To provide sanitary accom- 
modations, grading and fences. 

The cost of gypsy moth suppression, during the past 
year, was about $22,000. A wider area required treat- 
ment, the unimproved West Roxbury Parkway territory 
being badly infested from the surrounding woodlands. 
The work was kept well in hand, and no damage of 
consequence was done to Park Department property. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. Pettiqbew, Superintendent, 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN CHARGE 
OF THE WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S 

DIVISION AT CHARLESBANK. 



To Uke Honorable Board of Park CommiaeionerB: 

GENTLBicaN^ — Within the last five years there has 
been a noticeable change in the age of the children at 

Charlesbank. They now are more apt to be under ten 
thiiu over twelve years uf age, which is but a natural 
consequence of changes in the population of the West 
End. Yet as older girls need outdoor sport and as 
their presence acts as safe stimulus to the progress of 
younger children, a special effort was made last summer 
to attract grown up girls to Charlesbank. This was 
accomplished by the introduction of tennis. From the 
middle of July to the middle of October, almost every 
afternoon, between five and seven o'clock, twenty-four 
or more bright, intelligent girls, busy throughout the 
day in schools or shops, played tennis. It came to be 
considered as a special privilege granted to them on 
account of their good conduct. 

With the younger children croquet was still their 
favorite game, all day long and every day. Some of 
them had never played it before and to them it was the 
great continuous excitement of their summer life. The 
out-door platform was often utilized also as a bowling 
alley with croquet balls and Indian clubs. Relay races 
and pinwheel parties were very effecti\'e, while small 
articles, such as coat hangers, furnished by the children, 
were decorated under the supervision of a teacher, who 
invented many ''educational" devices of youthful 
interest. 
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The two popular books of the season, from the box 
sent monthly by the Public Library, were ''Betty Leices- 
ter\s Christ maR" and ''The Golden Fairy Book," A 
unique entertainment was a pageant given on the green 
under the auspices of the Peabody House, w^hich was 
attractively produced to the delight of all visitors. 

From July to September three regular weekly classes 
met for gsrmnastic work, free standing and apparatus. 
One of the classes was composed of women over twenty 
years of age; total attendance 125. A Jewish kinder- 
garten connected with the Hebrew Industrial School on 
Charles street again had the fun of meeting for several 
weeks in the summer at Charlesbank. The one univer- 
sal great enjoyment is dancing on the green to the music 
of a hurdy gurdy, mothers, grown-up sisters and little 
children all taking part in the dance. 

Two thousand three hundred and seven spray baths 
were given between June 1 and October 1. More than 
twice that number could have been given had there been 
ampler facilities, as it is hoped there sopn will be. The 
baths are also taken by the pupils of the winter evening 
classes. 

The winter work is Indoors, save on such days as it 
is feasible to play in the snow, do outdoor gynmastie 
work or slide down the new wooden shute that has been 

provided for the children. The lodge is open all day on 
Saturday's, the other week day afternoons and each even- 
ing except Saturday. The record of attendance shows 
the poi)ularity of the place, as for instance in January 
there came after school and on Saturdays. 3,118 children 
and 265 girls in the evenings. In May, there were 10,732, 
of whom 7,401 were children using the gymnasium. In 
August there were 14,687, of whom 10,107 were in the 
gymnasium. The total attendance for the year of 
women and children, coming and going, was about 
88,000. 
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Mare attention this last winter than in previous years 
has been given to teaching the children how to knit, 
and in encouraging them to draw with colored crayons 
or water color. Under the direction of Miss Virginia 
Tanner they presented a little drama with remarkable 
facility for sucli young actors and dancers. 

Miss Ann I. Loftus, the superintendent, is wise, alert 
and devoted to the interests of the women and children, 
knowing many of them in their homes. She is ably 
seconded in the summer by Miss Eleanor H. Quinian, 
who also is the pianist of the new piano for the winter 
classes. So large was the summer attendance that a 
third assistant teacher was provided, Miss Lanagan, 
during the vacations of the pubUc schools. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kate Gannett Wells, 
Anna Philups Wiluamb, 

CommUtee, 
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Skating mttd Tdvogganlns— SMion 1910-lfll. 



- . 


Numbarof 


Total 

AcfMMUMV> 






44 


377480 


6.m . 




40 


121.100 


8.027 




21 


UMOO 


600 




» 


u.m 


8t8 




44 


t«kl00 


SOO 




40 


24J0O 


MS 




58 


19.065 


800 


i 


48 


27,700 


580 




50 


32,200 


644 




00 


02.100 


1.420 




44 


32.725 


744 




36 


25.200 


1£0 




49 


16,650 


340 




41 




212 




43 


42.250 


983 






o 1 1 ry~i 
X 1 , 1 tJU 


47U 




27 


12.450 


457 




47 


92.975 


1.956 




34 


37,550 


1,104 




21 


7.160 


340 








30 


800,485 

20,050 


66S 



Digitized by Google 



31 



f! 

U 

0 ^ 

r 



» o 

4« 




2 SSaS-^S 



1 





•t-o»-oob-< 



ss 

CO 



to 



OS 

o 

s 



!2i38SS88S88 SS88!:SS888$$8S! SSB 




or* 

•-•00 



1SS8S 



e 

o 



a 
< 



c 

c 
«» 

O 



< g 



8 



8 



S8 



8 
8 



8 



CI 



8 

8 



I 




■ --3 

c a 



J3 

o 

J3 

90 

T3 

a 



3 

•Sa. s 2 d 



S88 28 : SS8 




)tOO> 



1 i : :l 



C B 

bo 

.lb 
- ^ a 9! 

s|s-s 

- ^« §"2 
S S S =?2 

e 3 2^ » 
> P £s; >> 



^"8 



111 15 



a-S 

:|§gS 
2.1= =1^ 

k c 



g 

c 



8 c '« O C N C C C © 



-3 
S 

I 
1 



P a- r- aj< 



km fit ^ V 



^ 3 



*2l 3c 



n 



a 
o 

■ M 

c 

t 

8: 



a 
1 



a 
o 

a 

o 





Digitized by Google 



32 



Expenditures on Account of Land and Constructkm 



FUUos sod 
Qniainc- 



Supply !ind 
Fountaimi. 



B 







168 00 


S2S 86 


89.866 19 
14S 82 
5,988 15 
81 88 












$119 oa 










1,809 26 






First Street Ptaytranndi lodm and lyiiiiiiitis 








Mystic Plaverourul, sanitary aou ahelter 


120 28 
127 OC 






4,190 47 




North BriifLton Playground, extenaioQ of 


4.765 71 
.'kX) 07 
530 90 
155 M 
662 17 
83 09 
97 65 
















216 33 








15 75 

03 'J9 
244 03 


15 S3 
15 87 
8,237 5<> 
6,85S &4 


$1S9 70 
ld3 37 
311 15 




68 07 
65 12 




1,053 39 




Charlesbaok, addition to building and abuwrer 






1,069 84 
6,186 94 

12,212 77 








167 75 

220 75 


SIB 62 




Columhufl Avenue Playground, 8&nitsiy ftod 


174 M 




Commonwealth Pla>'grouDd, mutary, open-air 




101 67 






6^180 04 










































1864 07 


$15,291 39 


61.643 78 


$47,132 06 


$795 80 
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from Fobruafy 1, if 10, Co Januaiy 31, 191 1. 



Feooetf. 




Plantations. 


Curb and 
fiiAlllflfliMiS* 


Loam. 


Clearing 
QrountU. 


Plans and 
Estimatoe. 


Land 


f 

1 Totab. 










$58 31 









$2,407 75 

143 32 
6,040 17 
4,669 82 

68 67 
4310 76 
7318 17 
616 07 
8387 78 
U88 01 
1,648 80 
13386 84 
730O 88 
1.668 88 

1,060 84 
6.513 31 

14,716 86 

101 67 

6.139 04 
1,795 58 
1.112 56 
































627fi 54 


6273 34 


$2,042 25 


88 20 








•63 67 


























8M 88 




2.026 02 


















1 

•16 00 
18 OO 






•64 61 
814 06 
8» 81 




269 50 
455 56 
605 44 
87 66 


•1.880 42 





86 68 
16 66 
6,606 46 


















106 72 






86 00 


























































8,087 64 








26 25 
















































11,705 58 
1.112 56 
































•5.610 66 


8876 64 


81380 08 


88,147 07 


83,616 04 


•1388 48 


88.606 14 


888 OO 


888366 04 
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Expenditimt on Account of MalntMiuioOt 



0>nmi iriweallh Avenue , 

Th<- V' un , 

}( 1 \ • rwHV*. 

( )iiu^!<'(i Park 

ArlM>rway 

Arnolil Arbiiretuni 

We-Ht Uuxbury Parkway 

Franklin Park 

Columbia Hoiul 

StrandwHV ■ 

Marine Park 

Wwxl Inland P»rk 

Charlj Mbank . 

Chiirli M\vn HeiKhts 

CharU stuwn Playground 

Dorchofifcr Park 

Franklin l"i.-l<l 

Copp's Hill Trrrnroa 

Chestnut Hill Park 

North Hrinliton Playground. ... 

Neponwf't PInvgrouna . . . - 

BilliDKrt Field: . . 

Firnt Strct-t Playground 

Prince Str(M>t PlRygrounf! 

Mystic Playgrountl 

Fellows .Stnt't PlavKround 

Christopher Cib-win Playground. 
Columbus Avenue PUygrouad.. 

Ashniiirit Playground 

Savin Hill Playground 

lUmlindale Playground 

Forest Hilla Playground 

Rogers Park 

Berncm Square 

Okk Square 

CotUn Street Plnrground 

Raodolpb Street Flaycrouad . . . 
BCaneUA Street Playground. . . . 

William Euatie Playground 

Commonwealth Playground. . . . 
West Fifth Stnet Playground . . 
Weafc TUtd Sliaal Flajrgnraiul. . 

Savin HBI VaA 

Dummy Field 

■ Triande 



f 11.625 S4 



bc 

- Ora 

■- 



6 



£3 



i 



g 

I 



$81,343 48 
5.187 14 
4,620 32 
5,628 00 
3.240 12 
2.11S 86 



$2,164 

9.i2 
423 
667 
41 



4.203 58 

4,089 68 

2,269 96 

935 32 

18 76 



Trinity Triaoc 
TyiiitwIiaiMWwii 



$11,625 84 



29 48 



1,104 16 



$64,785 86 



10 
74 
44 
32 
54 



873 86 



1.727 26 
2.913 16 
163 48 
.'j21 26 
257 28 
913 88 
109 88 
52 26 
5 36 
8 04 
321 6(J 
60 30 
72 36 



3 68 
06 48 
21 44 



64 88 
28 48 



0 88 
4 02 
34 84 



12 06 
17 43 



87 58 
1 84 
8 04 
76 
75 



$12,085 62 



$3,102 
9,tiSS 

ri.r..'ir'i 

14.372 
3,872 
34 
2,742 
34.089 
621 
3,422 
5,204 
4,648 
3,359 
2,(W8 
1.9.38 
912 
2,893 
396 
4,359 
746 
718 
829 
731 
274 
664 
71 
623 
1.612 
745 
095 
708 
832 
1.420 
68 
67 
008 
1.206 
1«4D1 
710 



Ml 



10 

■jrt' 

04! 

84^ 

60; 

84 

98 

60 

76. 

36 

56 

46 

38' 

44 

98 

ry4 

06 

64, 

02 

38 

24 

46 

64 

70! 

64 

02 

10 

02 

04 

62 

64 

32 

78 

00 

00 

10 

00 

64 

« 

68 

14 

» 



1.018 40 
804 



$120,254 28 



$292 

431 
691 
1.943 
443 



12 
48 
44 

00 
54 



4,338 
10,753 
6 

498 
225 
80 
163 

:53 



92 
50 
70 
48 
12 
40 
ix 
.>'( 



942 

375 
8 

738 
20 
14 
50 



02 
20 
04 
34 
10 
74 
92 



17 i 
17 481 



56 28 
50 02 
87 10 



18 78 



18 08 



$22,600 82 



$903 
2.095 
1,881 



16 
76 
80 



as 

9.777 

r..593 
3.158 
1,196 

1,0«>5 
554 
125 

2.692 



14 

66 

08 

26 
38 
62 

»1 
76 

yts 



103 
1,732 
357 
527 
2,227 



18 

78 
96 
08 



395 30 



685 
805 
888 
466 
451 



88 
18 
00 
04 

58 



841 



88 
88 



186 m 



838.760 84 
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February I, 1910, to Jwiuwy St, 1911. 



Bridges and Piers. 

1 


! ? 

Grading. % 
Loam and S 
Plantationa. ^ 


ioii4>i>Iiir 

2 

a-a ft 


. a 

a" • 

Q — u 
g 

m 


Sheep and Water- 
fowl. 


' Skntinif and Other 


•5 

a 
<& 


Men's Gymnasium. 


1 

' Women's 

and Children's 
Gymnasium. 


Miscellaneous. 


Totals. 

• 


Sin 72' &4.4.^a 84 


$180 90 




$389 94 
41 64 
261 SO 










$41,.5.'iO 26 
36,473 46 

I. 5..562 76 
20,727 64 

7.597 80 

3,088 70 

7,147 
75,191 42 

7,998 46 
10,139 78 
14,064 06 

II, 219 82 




5,342 58 
706 »6 


310 88 


$1,866 08 


8888 43 










673 68 


























































367 10 


6^798 fiO 


1.070 66 


464 88 


8.618 00 


4.762 86 








818 08 


170 18 


1,22s 78 




580 22 
4 02 
990 96 
95 14 








74 
















S4,021 .34 

5.163 02 $4,834 72 
















14,529 62 
3,307 12 


















92 46 




399 32 
138 02 
1,528 94 


276 04 






3,313 82 
2,160 08 

35,165 62 
726 28 
7,473 18 
7,975 68 
1.370 82 
2.926 66 
4.139 26 

10,'2O8 12 
1,365 40 






36 18 












8,622 W 


16.7dl U 


976 86 


















781 22 
8477 30 











326 90 
735 06 
254 00 
321 00 
818 74 

170 18 










885 74 
26 46 


aoo 53 






















886 88 


611 04 














221 10 


138 02 






1.070 68 




8,766 28 
113 90 


































I 71 02 
1.543 68 

, 8,6.59 08 
3,1!M .56 

1 4,3.S6 34 






45 54 > 
650 74 






1. 


272 (t2 
742 30 
301 .V) 








2,965 42 


1,823 74 
1,423 OS 
722 20 
SI 74 






















430 14 
















225 12 
208 (M) 
419 42 






1,622 74 
055 28 
2.202 06 
63 00 
87 82 
2.489 73 
2.584 86 
3.293 72 
1,125 60 
1J074 68 
240 61 
244 63 
4.797 20 
1.140 34 
8 04 
8.086 14 








1 










49 58 


182 24 


























1 




















<V10 52 
^57 7S 
174 20 
300 10 
490 44 
2 OS 
2 OS 










1 






179 50 



















22 78 




81 74 


































8 04 





















3,906 10 


601 66 


















121 94 






































88.096 14 




















«S».448 9fl 


88.178 06 


836^13 60 


81.383 64 


818.363 08 


fO^l 60 


88.160 84 


88,086 U 


8888.606 84 
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INCX)ME. 



BBCBIPIS. 

Biilance from la-st year $349 94 

Receivcii for labor Q|022 66 

Received from sale of buildings, wool, sheep, graaa, wood, 

use of soap aad towels, etc 1,855 92 

Be&to 2,667 50 

$13,886 02 

FATHBNTB. 

AiipMprifttion Padc Departineat S0,372 60 

Inoome canied to genend eity inoome 4,513 42 



$13,886 02 



Park Betterments Collected by City Collector to January Jl, I9II. 





Committed 
toOollMtor. 


AbKtod. 




CoUiMtMt 


Outstand- 
ing Jan. 31, 
1011. 


FtoblkBMk.BMkBiar... 


USft,6Q0 00 


fl44.l06 73 


8800,404 87 


8890404 87 








18.010 80 


10.ti85 80 


10.086 80 






ias,o^ 00 


188.000 00 


18,008 84 


18,088 54 




PftrkwBgr, Old Hariior. . . . 


60.780 00 


50^ 00 


10.888 00 


8.856 00 


•8.107 00 


• Muddy Rivw.. 


108,078 00 


88.504 85 


85.877 75 


88.888 75 


0.180 00 




154.107 00 


113.808 00 


40L880 00 


81.018 00 


8,880 00 




0.718 00 


3.056 54 


0.667 40 


5.087 74 


780 78 




$920,753 00 




«397,0r>6 02 


»3S3.t>'.)4 30 


«13.361 72 



Public Park and Playground Debt. 

IdabOitSeB, 

Total loans outotaading Jaauaiy 31, 1911 .... $16,331,910 96 

Resource*, 

Sinking Fund January 31, 1911 8,274,193 34 

Net Debt Januaxy 31, 1911 $8,057,717 64 
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REPORT OF OLMSTED BROTHERS. 



Mr. R. S. Pbabody, Chairman Board of Park Commu- 
sionerSf Boston, Mass.: 

Dear Sir, — At your request we have made a careful 
inspection of the Boston fMurks and submit below our 
comments and suggestions on matters of design con- 
nected therewith: 

ComtmmiweaUh Avenue, — This avenue, owing to its 
location and width and to the character and value of 
the private improvements adjoining it, must be con- 
sidered as the most important avenue in Boston. "WTiat 
it needs to make it satisfactory is a very considerable 
amount of architectural and sculptural ornamentation. 
Until funds become available for this purpose the aim 
should be to improve its present simple elements of 
adornment, namely, the trees and turf, and to maintain 
it as perfectly as possible. Two topics of late years 
have given rise to considerable discussion, namely, the 
kind and distribution of trees and the arrangement of 
statues. 

As regards the trees, our opinion is that they should 
have been of one kind from Arlington street to Massa- 
chusetts avenue. Owing to the unfavorable conditions 

as to soil and climate, the choice has been purposely 

limited to elms, European and American. Both have 
been planted. They are not exactly alike, yet their 
differences in s;encral appearance are not so great as to 
make it n( < essary in our opinion that all the trees of 
one of the.se species should be destroyed to make way 
for those of the other. We approve of the preference 
given of late years to the European dm. 
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As regards distribution, the central grass plots one hun- 
dred feet wide were originally planted with four rows. A 
few years ago the plan was adopted and partly executed 
of changing to two rows by planting young trees between 
the rows of older trees with the intention (partly accom- 
plished) of removing the older trees as soon as the 
young trees should have attained a fair size. More 
recently the original plan of four rows has heen reverted 
to. We deem this last a reasonable and practical policy. 
The arguments in favor of two rows are sound from an 
arboricultural viewpoint, but are not of as great weight 
from an sesthetic viewpoint, while, as a matter of policy, 
this appears to us to be a case in which it is proper for 
the administrators of public funds to be guided by due 
regard for the opinions, strongly and unmistakably 
expressed, of a decided majority of that portion of the 
public most directly interested, and which would, in 
all probability, be acceded to by a popular vote, should 
such a method of ascertaining popular opinion be 
resorted to. In other words, the policy of planting 
two intermediate rows of trees and of destroying the 
other four rows was so obviously flying in the face of 
popular prejudice that it was unwise conndering that 
it was not esthetically necessary ever to have adopted 
it, and we approve of its abandonment. 

As regards the placing of statues, we are confident that 
the present apparent policy of placing statues and monu- 
ments along the center of the middle promenade in 
indefinite numbers is a bad one. Theoretically the most 
valuable opportunity which the existence of the middle 
promenade affords is that of a vista or formal narrow 
H view with some effective architectural or sculptural 
object at each end and framed in, rif^t and left, by rows 
of trees. This vista is so long and especially so narrow, 
however, with four rows of trees, that it does not appear 
to us important for good effect that it should esctend 
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entirely uninterrupted from Arlington street to Massa- 
chusetts avenue. We should like to see some fonn of 
"square" formed at the Massachusetts avenue end 
which could be dignified and accented by some fonn of 
architectural treatment such as a colonnade or triumphal 
arch| which should exhibit recognition of the fact that 
the middle promenade had not come to an end, but 
merely to a turning point. Such a structure would tend 
to mask the private buildings which now terminate the 
vista on a diagonal line. It did not appear to us in look- 
ing the other way that it was important to clear the vista 
to t hi> \V ashmgton Monument in the PubliaGarden. We 
judged that it would be satisfying to the eye if about 
three blocks or so together were kept free from central 
monuments, then a block with one monument at the 
middle of its longitudinal axis, or possibly with a monu- 
ment near each end, then another series of blocks with 
the center line unobstructed and so on. There would 
be no objection to a low curbed fountain bssin or bed 
of low plants on the center line of one of the blocks 
between monuments. 

It would conceivably be pleasing to frame each block 
with cut stone, either in the form of a low molded cop- 
in^^ diversified by slightly larger piers, or in the form of 
a more elaborate low balustrade, more or less hidden by 
ornamental creepers and diversified by ornamental elec- 
tir.li('i>;, pntrnnce piers and so forth. If such a plan were 
to be seriously considered, the present profile of the 
avenue which rises to the middle of each block something 
like twenty or twenty-four inches, apparently, might 
have to be modified, at least in the central plots. This 
consideration led to the thought that the central prome- 
nade might be very slightly lowered at the middle of the 
plots and moderately raised at the ends of the blocks and 
might be carried across the roadways of the cross streets 
as a continuous pavement or at any rate without the irk- 
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some break caused by the existing curbs and gutters and 

the disagreeable interruption of the color and texture of 
the central promenade diic to the exihling change to the 
brick paving of the crossing sidewalks. 

Assuming four rows of trees, it appeared desirable that 
the two middle rows should be trimmed to rather high 
trunks, both as increasing the effect of spaciousness of 
the central vista and as a recognition of the need of light 
and air for the good of the grass under the trees. On 
the other hand, it seemed that the effect as a whole 
would be better to encourage a fairly low foliage on the 
trees of the two outer rows, at least on their side toward 
the roadway because a little greater screening of the 
buildings bounding the avenue would be rather pleasing 
than otherwise to persons resorting to the central prom- 
enade for the enjoyment of its trees and turf. 

The existing benches wliile sufficiently comfortable 
and eminently economical are somewhat strikingly dis- 
pleasing to the eye, because the supports rise out of the 
ground so very diap;oiially and bi < ause they are so placed 
as to seriously contract the effect of liberal breadth and 
continuity of alignment of the central promenade. 

As regards trees on the sidewalks of Commonwealth 
avenue, we are of opinion that they are undesirable, 
partly because the sidewalks are too narrow for any but 
very slim trunked trees» partly because of the difficulty 
of keeping in a healthy condition trees which either by 
careful pruning or by theur naturally small growth might 
be kept within suitable dimensions, but mainly because 
most residents on the north side do not occupy their 
houses in hot weather, when shade would be grateful, 
but, on the contrary, want all the sun they can p^et, 
while the residents on the south side want all the light 
they can get even though they get no sun to speak of on 
the fronts of their houses, and both classes of residents 
would for the most part prefer to have their view of the 
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trees and turf of the central plots unobstructed, and 
especially to have the architecture of their houses and 
of their neii^bors kept fully open to view. These 

objections to sidewalk trees would not apply to the use 
of shrubs in moderation, or even very small trees in the 
front yards of houses. For this purpose evergreens, 
such as tree box, retinospora and so forth, could be used 
even though they are not strictly hardy, because the 
very fact that they could survive only a few years at 
most would insure against undesirable darkening of 
windows and obstruction of view. 

It is of great importance that a uniform sidewalk pav* 
ing should be laid in order to secure the dignity and har- 
mony of treatment which should characterise the avenue. 

The wearing cushion of the macadam of the driveways 
should be continually cleaned and renewed. The har- 
dening of the surface by the use of binding oil is better 
than mud and dust and for economy of maintenance, 
but it soon becomes exceedingly disagreeable in appear- 
ance and slippery for horses and the oily particles are 
injurious to clothing and are liable to be tracked into 
houses. Also the surfacf^ become*^ ?o hard as to be 
noisy. The park funds are utterly inadequate to the 
best style of maintenance of all portions of the park 
system and it may for years be impracticable to spend 
more than is spent in maintaining the parks in general, 
but it appears to us that it would be proper to have a 
law by which, with the consent of the owners of a 
majority of the frontage on either or both sides of such 
an important avenue, the adjoining real estate could 
be assessed for the cost of an extra good style of improve- 
ment and maintenance. 

Commonwealth avenue in the block between Massa- 
chusetts avenue and Charlesgate West was intentionally 
designed and improved in a relatively informal style as 
an sesthetic recognition of its close relationship to the 
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Fens and of its use as part of the great, wide park* 

way system, extending several miles to Franklin Park. 
Although Commonwealth avenue had been laid out and 
was then roughly graded a couple of blocks beyond the 
Fens to the intersection of Brookline avenue, there had 
been nothing in the history of the street development of 
the city that made it at all probable that the old estab- 
lished and partially built up Beacon street west of Brook- 
line avenue and Brighton avenue would be, as they have 
been, so liberally widened and improved as to be worthy 
cotttinuatioiis of the Commonwealth avenue of the 
Back Bay. Electric cars and automobiles had not been 
invented. It was seemingly probable that the vast 
expenditure contemplated in the improvement of the 
Fens and the handsome parkway designed in connec- 
tion with it would lead to the gradual extension of the 
Back Bay class of private improvements over the por- 
tion of the about-to-be-filled Back Bay south of the 
railroad instead of out toward the Brighton district of 
the city, which was then sulTering, from a real estate 
view-point, under a cloud, due to its reputation as the 
region of slaughter houses. Hence it was not thought 
necessary to continue the formal arrangement of the 
driveSi walks and grass plots west of Massachusetts 
avenue. To have done so it was felt would have resulted 
in a shaip rigjit-angled turn in the pleasure driving at 
Charlesgate and thus would have expressed the idea 
that the drives leading south at that point were entirely 
subordinate and inferior in importance and interest to 
the direct line of travel which would inevitably have 
appeared to be that continuing westerly toward the 
fifty-foot Beacon street and Brighton with its connota- 
tion of cattle yards and slaughter houses. The condi- 
tions have so completely changed, west of the Brookline 
avenue intersection, that it may well appear extraordi- 
nary and illogical to an architect, or real estate expert, 
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or to many others, that such an informal aspect should 
characterize this short part of this otherwise extremely 
formal avenue. Hence we have ventured to burden 
this report with the above explanation of the motives 
of the design. The practical question has no doubt 
occurred to many, whether the double driveway and 
formal central grass plot arrangement of Commonwealth 
avenue should not now be continued straight across 
the Gharlesgate informal park treatment. We have 
considered the question deliberately and without pre- 
judice. Our conviction is that the change would not be 
desirable. The present arrangement is perfectly con- 
venieui, especially as leading gracefully into the Fens 
south of the railroad. It is artistic, because it expresses 
the main purposes, desirable to be recognized, in a 
graceful and interesting way, and it forms a pleasing 
incident in an otherwise monotonous treatment of 
Commonwealth avenue. A similar curvilinear arrange- 
ment of the portion of the avenue between Gharlesgate 
West and the Brookline avenue intersection was de- 
signed and executed but was some years later recon- 
structed on formal lines by order of one of Boston's 
forceful mayors, doubtless at the urgent solicitation 
of some of the owners of contiguous lots, who felt that 
the change would improve the selling value of thdr lots 
and who naturally cared little as to their future resi- 
demial value which we coa;sidered was reasonably to 
be expected as the result of an arrang^enu nt which in- 
creased the amount of grass area clobe to the lots on 
the south side and kept the broad dusty or muddy 
expanse of macadam at a greater distance. 

Charlesgate, — The general remarks which shall be 
made in connection with the Fens with respect to the 
change from salt water to fresh water in the lake and 
to the planting on slopes apply to this. The change to 
fresh water has produced a foul place where a salt marsh 
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was planned near the high retaining wall. This place 
should be filled up three feet or so and planted. It was 
designed to have boatinp: connection between the lake 
in this park and Charit-s River Basin by means of locks 
or runways with rollers and to recognize the waterway 
connection as frankly as possible. Tide gates to pre- 
vent the inflow of water during high water were provided, 
but boating not having proved popular in the Fens, 
the boating connecting was never constructed. Now 
that Charles River Basin has been made a fresh water 
area and at the same level as the lake in Charlesgate 
and the Fens, it has become very important, as well 
as eaffler, to make this desirable connection. It is 
understood that the Charles river embankment or 
promenade will be carried across the openiiig of the 
Charlesgate waterway into the Charles River Basin, but 
should be pro^-ided with an adequate bridge. The 
proposed electric railway subway should of course 
pass under the boating connection. 

A very important point of design appears to have 
been lost sight of since the construction of Ipswich 
street, along and immediately south of the railroad. A 
great and otherwise unnecessary expense was incurred 
for the purpose of making Boylston Arch so wide and 
so high as to afford a very picturesque view through 
this great granite arch from the low and unimposing 
Commonwealth avenue steel girder bridge. It was 
expected that the sight of this charming bit of landscape 
would still fuiilier tempt persons going west on Com- 
monwealth avenue to turn south toward the Fens. 
This valuable view is now much obstnirted and p:re9tly 
injured by an uerly high board fence along the railroad. 
This should be replaced by a light open steel picket fence 
along the north side of the Ipswich Street Bridge and 
approaches. A little ingenuity is needed to meet the 
practical requirements of the railroad here, but it would 



Digitized by Google 



50 



be well worth while to open the view. It would also 
be well to improve the appearance of the railroad and 
etieet bridges by growing vines on wire mesh about as 
wide as from the mils to the bottom of the girders and 
held to these by brackets leaving ample space for inspec- 
tion and painting. The same remark applies to the 
Commonwealth Avenue Bridge and to ikaL at the 
embaiikmont. 

The boulders introduced for the purpose of forming 
bold, steep points for pictuicsiiue effect have been 
allowed to become bare and ugly. They were intended 
to be covered with verdure, with oiily a glimpse of the 
rock here and there, to assure the eye of the stabiUty of 
such abrupt points. There are many more instances 
throughout the parks where picturesque effects of plant- 
ing have (doubtless from motives of economy) been lost 
or are constantly deteriorating, while the areas covered 
with grass and trees or scattering large shrubs are cor- 
respondingly being increased. No part of Charlesgate 
between the waterway and the walls or fences was 
intended to have turf upon it as these contracted slopes 
are not suitable for visitors to stroll or lounge upon. 
Hence, they were d( -igaed to be covered with wild 
flowers, low shrubs, vines, ferns and the like, to be seen 
and enjoyed from the surrounding walks and drives, and 
from bo;its. It is understood that this effect has been 
replaced by grass, with scattering large shrubs, shovring 
much bare, washing earth under them, partly because of 
the increasing shade of trees, but nuUnly because the 
class of men employed to care for'the planted ground 
understood or could attend to grass land and did not 
appreciate or want to plant ferns and other wild plants 
suitable for the preservation of the original design. 

The steep banks of the waterway just north of Com- 
ini mvealth Avenue Bridge should have rather tall but 
compact, slow growing shrubs, with a shade enduring 
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ground cover, both to keep open the view of Charles 
River Basin from P^oylston Arch and because any trees 
on such a restricted area would shade out tlie tall shrubs 
needed there to screen from the view looking west on 
Commonwealth avenue the houses west of Charlesgate 
West. Near this latter border compact growing trees 
are needed to screen these houses above the range of 
the tops of the tall shrubs above referred to* Other 
details of planting were discussed with your landscape 
architect and need not encumber this report. 

The Fens. — The landscape design of the Fens was to 
create a salt creek bordered by salt marshes inclosed by 
high banks intended to be covered with wild flowers, 
low, cuinpact shrubs, vines and creepers and scattering 
trees — enough with the street trees to fairly well screen 
the future adjoining houses, but not enough to unduly 
shade out the ground cover. There are to be found 
many examples of tins type of landscape where the little 
fresh-water rivers of New England come to the sea level 
and mingle with the salt water at some harbor or cove. 
It is always seen and remembered with keen delight by 
artists and lovers of natural scenery^ but had probably 
never before been conceived of as a tiling to be inutated 
in laying out a pubUc park. 

The reasons which led the landscape designer of the 
Fens to imitate this particular type of scenery and the 
circumstances which led up to them are not widely 
known and may be briefly described as follows: 

Stony brook originally emptied into a salt creek at 
Roxbury Crossing, and at high tide spread over exten- 
sive salt marshes. The filling of streets and lots was 
gradually extended southwesterly along both sides of 
the Providence Railway and northwesterly from the 
higher land of old Roxbury. The latter improvements 
were largely for a cheap class of occupancy, and, for 
economy, the lots and many of the streets were made at 
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too low an elevation. So long as the unfilled area of 
salt creeks and marshes northwestward to the Mill Dam 
(Beacon street) remained adequate in area, and so long 
as Stony brook, north of Roxbury Crossing, was not 
interfered with, and so long as the sewage delivered 
into the salt creeks was oomparatively small in amount 
and was greatly diluted at every tide, no serious incon- 
venience was experienced, but all these conditions were 
gradually changed. At the time the Fens were pur- 
chased for a public park tiie low region, especially that 
east of the Providence Railway, was suffering from fre- 
quent flooding of cellars and lots, and occasionally these 
floods rose so high as to cover some streets one or two 
feet deep and the flood water was much polluted with 
sewage. Not only did the sewers fail to carry off the 
rain water which f eU on the low part of the city, because 
of the height of the water at thdr outlets, but the flood 
water of Stony brook actually flowed back through the 
sewm toward the low section of the city. The flow of 
Stony brook had been gradually confined into a series 
of walled open ditches, covered ditches and street cul- 
verts, all of which were much too small. The problem 
of a remedy for tliis inconvenient and unhealthy condi- 
tion had been forced upon the attention of the City 
Engineer before the Back Bay Fens park was acquired. 
The simple and obvious remedy, a great covered channel, 
say about the size of a railway tunnel from Roxbury 
Crossing to Huntington avenue, and the retention of all 
the salt marsh area thence to Beacon street, and the con- 
struction of a large storm sewer from the low district 
to the marshes north of Huntington avenue was con- 
sidered impossible because of the prohibitive expense of 
acquiring the hundreds of acres of marsh land required 
as a storage basin. Hence when the movement for a 
public park iu be located in the Back Bay resulted in the 



Digitized by 



53 



acquisition of an area of 106 acres, the City Engineer 
planned to use it as a storm water storage basin for 
Stony brook. The land owners had stipulated that a 
boundary street must be constnicted in the park along 
its boundary. The City Engineer contemplated exca- 
vating the salt nuu^shes between the east and west 
boundary streets and protecting the gravel slopes with a 
granite pitched surfacing like that then customary for 
city waterworks reservoirs. 

The park designer subsequently employed by the 
Park Commission did not contemplate this project of 
the City Engineer with much satisfaction ;iiul set about 
devising some form of water storage basin which should 
be more in accord with his ideas of park ])cauty. The 
project which he devised was based upon the City 
Engineer's idea of storm water storage. The City 
Engineer's idea of an adequate tunnel which should 
deliver the surplus storm water of Stony brook into the 
park at Huntington avenue was accepted as unavoid* 
able at any reasonable limit of expense. The large 
storm water sewer emptying into Charles river for the 
relief of the low part of the Roxbury district was, of 
course, agreed to, including the City Engineer's idea of 
a relief gate by which the storm flow could be delivered 
during extraordinarily liigh tides only, into the Fens. 
It was promised that there should be practically no 
offriisive sewage permitted to get into the big Stony 
brook conduit. The proposed Ro.\l)ijry storm sewer 
was to empty into the Fens only at rare intervals, and 
then only for two hours or so during extreme high 
water. It was acknowledged that even diluted as it 
would be with rain water it would be somewhat foul 
and would become more so until at some time in the 
future it should be made less so by a separate system of 
sewers from which storm water would be excluded so 
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the sewage could be economically disposed of down the 
harbor. On his side the City En^neer conceded a very 
considerable lessening: of the storage rapacity of the 
park required for gentler and more varied natural 
slopes, the wider drives and sidewalks, the bridle path 
and the shore walk, and the points and islands con- 
templated by the landscape designer. The latter pro* 
posed to reduce the liability of the earth slopes to be 
washed out, not only by making them gentler almost 
everjrwhere than a reservoir embankment, but by 
covering them with trees, shrubs, plants and creepers 
which could endure an occasional brief submergence 
under salt or brackish water, and by lessening the 
space which waves would have in which to be raised by 
the wind by means of points and islands, and to 
increase the friction of the waves and thus keep down 
their iieight and velocity by means of salt marsh. It 
was agreed that the existing and new salt marsh should 
be lowered to two feet below the natural marsh level in 
order to increase the storage capacity of the basin. 
The basin was to be kept salt water because salt marsh 
flooded twice daOy with salt water would not be a 
breeding place for mosquitoes, malarial or otherwise, 
nor would it be unsanitary in any other way as fresh 
water would in such a shallow basin as was contemplated. 
The diurnal rise and fall of the salt water was to be* 
from about half a foot over the salt marshes to one foot 
or so below them. The salt water was to be taken in 
by the Muddy river conduit under Brookline avenue 
and let out by way of Charlesgate, and was to be con- 
trolled in each case by tide gates.* 

The outlet at Charlesgate was to be so large that the 
Fens could be quickly relieved of any surplus storm 
water which might at any time have been run into the 

•The ofKin i! i>':ii. for Muddy river to be taken to Cliarlea river entirely Independ- 
ent of the Feu 8. Severai ye&ra later, in 1885. when the Muddy river conduit wma built 
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basin from Stony brook. This project was approved 
by the Park Commission and the preparation of plans 

proceeded accordingly. 

The more or less eccentric and not always graceful 
alignment of the surrounding pleasure drives was deter- 
mined by Mr. Thomas Doane, an engineer cinploycMl hy 
the Park Commission, before the landscape designer had 
been caUed in, mainly to suit the requirements and whims 
of the owners of the land then about to be purchased. 
This was because the City Council, in authorizing the 
appropriation for the purchase of land, limited the price 
to ten cents a square f oot ^ possibly (in tiie minds of some) 
with the expectation that this limitation would defeat 
the project. In order to get the land at this low price 
the boundaries had to be adjusted pretty much as the 
owners wanted them. The main (wider) drive, wide 
sidewalk, bridle path and shore walk should presumably 
have followed the west boundary since this W(»uld have 
been the shorter and therefore cheaper route to the 
Muddy river end of the Fens. But unfortunately the 
soft mud and water along this side of the park proved 
to be very deep to hard bottom. For economy of filling 
therefore the more spacious pleasureways were made to 
follow the east boundary. It was hoped, by means of 
gentle curves and by making the side driveway and walk 
for access to lots along the west boundary from near the 
railroad to near Boylston street very narrow, to insen- 
sibly guide drivers from the railroad bridge across Boyl- 
ston Arch and so into the main driveway along the east 
border. Such an artistic "trick" did not seem absurd 
when it was considered how easily one might get steered 
away from a general direction one might have in mind 
to take in the down-town or old part of Boston, where 
the crooked streets are like a maze to a stranger, but alas! 
the lot owners felt that the narrowness of the side drive 
along that part of the boundary hindered the sale of their 
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lots, so, after some years, they prevailed upon the park 
commission to widen this side drive, thereby in great 
measure defeating the purpose of the original design 
which had been thoughtfully contrived for the greatest 
good of t he greatest number of people. 

The Huntington avenue entrance was designed with 
a tree planted street on each side of a formal canal, the 
side slopes of which were to be beautified by creeping 
roses and other flowering plants. This canal was intended 
to conduct the occasional surplus storm flow of the big 
Stony brook conduit from its termination at Huntington 
avenue to the main water way in the Fens. Except 
during; storms this canal contained salt water which 
backed in from the salt waterway of the Fens. This 
salt water was adecjuatcly changed by the system of 
tidal rise and fall before described. It was expected that 
such sediment as might ))e deposited in it would be 
removed as often as desirable so as to protect the main 
waterway from accumulations of sediment. For this 
purpose the salt water in the Fens could be let out into 
Charles river at any low tide so the sediment could be 
economically handled. It is probable that the changing 
of the salt water by means of the tide gates was not 
properly attended to and it is possible that the almost 
complete elimination of sewage from the Stony brook 
conduit by means of adequate intercepting sewers and 
a separate sewerage system was not accompUshed, as had 
been planned by the City Engineer, and it may be that 
the sediment deposited in this canal and in the Fens 
was not removed as frequently as it should have been. 
At any rate, it is a matter of common observation that 
this canal and the adjoining part of the waterway in 
the Fens became and remained foul for years. After 
the construction of the Charles River Dam the tidal 
method of changing the water in this canal was put a 
stop to and the foul condition of the water in it became 
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intolerable. The Stony brook conduit was extended to 
the main waterway in the Fens and the canal was iilled 
up to the street elevation. The ine\^table accumuhition 
of sediment and sludge will hereafter be in the main 
waterway of the Fens and will presumably have to be 
removed by dredging. The big Stony brook conduit 
ought to be extended to Charles River Basin, partly 
because the waterway in the Fens is too small to receive 
so much contamination, and partly because the sediment 
could be removed from Charles River Basin by dredge 
into barges which could be passed through the locks of 
the dam and dumped out at sea, a process which would 
be much more economical as well as better for the Fens 
than the present one of taking the sediment from the 
dredge by small barges to shore in the Fens and there 
loading it into wagons, presumably to be taken to a sea- 
going barge at Charles River Basin. 

The change above referred to in the layout of Hunting- 
ton avenue entrance was not an improvement in appear- 
ance. As originally built it was a decidedly attractive 
and picturesque feature of the park. The triple span 
bridge, with groined arches, built of cheerful speckled 
yellow brick, with Italian Rennaissance architectural 
detail of unusually refined character, designed by one 
of the leading architects of Boston, was one of the most 
beautiful structures of its kind in the world. It was 
torn down and its place taken by an earth fill. Beautiful 
structures are not yet so abundant in Boston that the 
loss of this one was a matter of small consequence. 
It seems to us that for a few thousand dollars extra cost 
the Stony brook conduit might have been relocated a 
short distance back and might then have been extended 
under one of the side drives to the waterway in tlie 
^ Fens, leaving the canal with its flowery banks and the 
beautiful bridge as they were, except that a fountain 
might have been added to cause a sufficient agitation 
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and movement of the water iii the canal to prevent 
stagnation. As it is now, the whole Huntington avenue 
entrance is a perfectly uninteresting, commonplace 
affair which no one would trouble to glance at a second 
time. 

The construction of the Charles River Dam has been 
an immense municipal improvement. It has changed 
the Charles river, from the dam up to Watertown, from 
a tidal estuary in which the tide rose at times three or 
four feet» or even more, above mean high water, greatly 
to the detriment of much low land more or less fully 
occupied by buildings or soon to be so utilized, and in 
which estuary, at every low tide, foul mud flats were 
exposed, into a fresh water basin in which the water 
surface is permanentl}^ maintained at an elevation about 
two to two and a half feet below salt marsh level, thus 
relieving low lands tributary to it from being tlooded. 
The consequent change from salt water to fre-^h water 
and no tidal fluctuation has revolutionized the funda- 
mental conditions which governed the original design 
for the improvement of the Fens. Not only has the salt 
creek style of landscape been made impossible of reten- 
tion owing to the replacing of its salt water by fresh 
water, but the lowered salt marshes, formerly kept 
beautiful and sanitary by the daily tidal flooding with 
salt water, have been turned into foul4ooking mud and 
fresh water swamp and a breeding place for mosquitoes 
and malaria. This unsamtary condition is being gradu- 
ally obviated by filling over the marshes with city ashes, 
street sweepings and earth from excavations. So far 
as observed, the intention appears to be to cover such 
of these areas as are large enough with cinders and 
binder for ball grounds, and to surround these pre- 
pared areas with wire netting on wooden frames some 
ten or twelve feet high to keep the balls from going 
into the river. 
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We must say that this is a savage waste of landscape 
park which was created for landscape beauty at an 
enormous cost. It is no more reasonable than it would 
be to occupy portioiis of the reading rooms of the Boston 
Public Library with swings and gymnastic apparatus for 
the free use of the poor children of the city. It is per- 
fectly right and proper that the city should provide 
playgrounds for its children, but it is most extravagant 
and unwise to put such ugly playgrounds in the ndeadows' 
of the Fens. 

It will be perfectly feadble to create by filling with 

proper soil and to maintain smooth, nearly level lawns 
in the Fens where the salt marshes were or are, and it 
will be reasonable to permit ball playing upon them 
under such regulations as will prevent the turf from 
being worn out. Our suggestions are that the use of 
these meadows be strictly confined to boys and girls of 
• the grammar school age and to tennis players, and that 
baseball be limited to certain days and hours of the 
week and that all playing be prohibited whenever, in 
the judgment of the superintendent, the turf is too dry 
or too wet to stand the trampling. The meadows should 
have gentle slopes to ensure proper surface drainage, in 
order to prevent the grass from being killed by ice in 
winter, and the surface should be suflBciently high above 
the water level to enable agricultural tile subsurface 
drainage to work properly. Such lawns being of more 
benefit to the greatest number than the water areas, 
the latter should be redesigned, because of the changed 
conditions, so as to have smoother outlines and so as to 
enable the meadows, especially between Agassis drive 
and Fen bridge, to be enlarged and to be made more 
suitable for ball games. Such nets as are needed to 
prevent balls from rolling into the water should be twine 
nets temporarily held up by movable poles set in per- 
manent sockets. In some cases a low wire netting f ence. 
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masked in shrubbery, might be admissible from the 
landscape viewpoint, along or near \hv water's edge, 
but this device should be used sparingly and only after 
careful ^tudy. 

The bridle path presents a serious problem. The 
only justification for the space which the bridle path and 
its necessary slopes and borders consume in this com- 
paratively narrow park and for the {preat additional 
cost which it involved for filling and for the continuing 
cost of its maintenance, is that of providing a soft loamy 
sand surface suitable for horseback riding, especially 
at a speed greater than a walk. To speed on horseback 
on a soft noiseless subsurface, in a park generally planted 
with an abundance of shrubbery and low branched trees 
and at times resorted to by great iiumbers of people on 
foot, especially little children, and by persons with 
babies in baby carriages, involves a ^reat deal of danger. 
It would be too injurious to the landscape value of the 
park to remove all shrubbery which obstructs the view 
of equestrians. Our suggestions are that the narrow 
ribbon of shrubbery between the bridle path and the 
drive be replaced by turf in some places and by low 
plants such as hypericums, or by creepers, or by certain 
hardy low-growing perennials in others; that a strong 
wire netting fence, to be covered with vines and masked 
by shrubbery, be erected on varying lines according to 
local conditions, but usually far enough from the bridle 
path to leave room for an irregular row of shrubs of 
various sorts and of height depending upon the curva- 
ture so as not to obstruct the view ahead of equestrians. 
This concealed fence is needed to keep visitors, especially 
children, from crossing the bridle path to and from the 
shore walk except at certain regular crossings. The 
planting should be kept very low at and near the regular 
crossings and there should be warning signs. One pur- 
pose of the destroyed bridge at Huntington avenue 
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entrance was to provide a safe way for visitors on foot 
to get to and from the shore walk from the district of 
dense working population. When it can be afforded, 
several subways under both drive and bridle path should 
be constructed for safe access to the shore walk. This 
will become increaaingly necessary as the number of 
automobiles increases. 

A footbridge or two will soon be needed across the 
waterway to provide access to the new meadows. 

As the original plan of a street along the west side of 
Tremont (or Parker Hill) entrance, to afford frontage 
for house lots has been abandoned, a considerable 
revision of the arrangements in that entrance seems 
called for. It is perhaps a fair question whether it 
would not be admissible to devote the central grass 
plot, now simply covered with trees, to a little folks' 
playground with a small shelter and toilet house, a 
wading pool, sand courts and simple apparatus. The 
shrubbery at the north end will prevent these artificial 
constructions from being too conspicuous from the 
Fenway. 

The new straight, wide street from the Fenway to 
the marble buildings of the Harvard Medical School 
raises the question whether some more formal and more 
architectural bridge and plasa is desirable at the Fens. 
The present Fen bridge has the advantage of affording 
a perfectly convenient and graceful driving and walk- 
ing connection between Audubon road and the Fenway. 
The diagonal drive is very desirable in order to induce 
drivers to cross from one to the other at this point 
rather than at Brookline avenue where the turn is more 
abrupt and less pleasing. On the whole, we advise that 
no change, such as that above suggested, be made at 
this point, at any rate not until the street leading to the 
Medical School shall have been built up with such high 
elass buildings as to make such a formalising of the 
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locality nsthetically desirable. Until then we believe 
the continuity of the informal landscape treatment is 

extremely desirable. The present style of beauty is, 
under existing conditions, much more enjoyable than a 
stiff, architectural arrangement, and it is quite possible 
that it may always remain so. As a general proposition 
it will be wiser for the city to create completely new for- 
mal plazas and classical bridges, in places where they 
are urgently needed, than to tear away charming and 
thoroughly substantial, durable and perfectly convenient 
park improvements, simply because they are in an 
informal or rustic style of art. 

The Ritfenoay, — It was originally intended to have a 
subway under Brookline avenue with a canal and an 
incline with rollers to enable row boats and canoes to be 
readily passed between the waters of the Fens and those 
of the Muddy river, but it was abandoned at the time 
to save expense. As things have turned out it would 
have boen little used, especially without the boating 
connection with Charles River Basin, above advocated. 
If this last mentioned boating connection is made this 
boating connection at Brookline avenue should be made. 
The number of canoes in use on Charles river is yearly 
increasing. It would add enormously to the pleasures 
of canoeists to be enabled by means of these two con- 
nections to paddle from Charles River Basin to the head 
of Leverett pond. The scenery is quite different from 
that of Charles River Basin and even from that of the 
Charles river below and above Watertown dam, and, if it 
is somewhat more gardencsque in parts, yet it is extremely 
picturesque and charming. A great sum has been 
spent to provide an attractive bridle path from the Fens 
at Boylston street to the Playstead in Franklin Park for 
the benefit of a comparatively few although unusually 
appreciative visitorB^and it looks as though the compara- 
tively moderate expenditure needed at the mouth of 
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Ohariesgate at Brookline avenue to open the way to 

canoeing would afford great pleasure to many more 
cuuoeists than the bridle path does to equestrians. At 
the same time the sight of pretty canoes passing through 
the Fens and Muddy river would give pleasure to other 
visitors. Canoeing is a delightful recreation within 
the means of nearly every one and it should by all 
means be encouraged. 

Olmated Park. — This park consists of three or four 
units of park landscape. The Leverett pond portion 
was to a great extent created from a different type of 
landscape. A cat-tail marsh with almost naked adjoin* 
ing slopes was changed to a lake with more or leas thickly 
planted slopes. The intended effects are now nearly 
attained. No recommendation of an important char- 
acter seems to be called for but some minor modifications 
of the plantations may well be made from time to time. 
At one locality, on the east side of Leveret t pond, a deep 
bed of soft mud was filled over (luring the construction 
of the park and the surface has continued to settle. It 
has been more or less repaired from time to time and 
now needs further repair. 

The water of Leverett pond and the Riverway is 
supplied essentially by springs and by seepage from 
Jamaica pond to Ward's pond and thence to Leverett 
pond. This water supply is of excellent quality and 
amply abundant, so much so in fact that it was used as 
the first water piped to the City of Boston and later was 
pumped to supply parts of Jiiinaica I'lain. Unfortu- 
nately this pure water is now contaminated in Leverett 
pond and the Riverway by the storm drainage nnd street 
wash of a large part of Brookline. Before th(^ construc- 
tion of Brookline Avenue Playground and the Riverway, 
the old Town brook which follows the railroad had 
been put into an inadequate drain which emptied upon 
the marsh west of Brookline avenue. It was then 
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extended to the Riverwayi between the Huntington 
avenue (then Tremont street) and the Brookline avenue 
bridges, and a very much larger one was installed to 
take the excess storm flows from the Town brook at 

Washington street railroad bridge, through Morss 
avenue to Leverett pond because that wa^ the shortest 
and cheapest outlet. Another more or less polluted 
brook from Brookline empties into Jamaica pond. It 
would be desirable to have a sanitary engineer examine 
into the whole matter of proper disposal of storm 
water and street wash for the entire water shed tributary 
to the park waters, and to recommend such suitable 
measures for improving the sanitary conditions as the 
growth of popidation and finandaL abihty to make 
improvements may make reasonable. 

At the time Olmsted Park was designed it was 
assumed that there would be need of an additional street 
car line to the TVemont street (now Huntington avenue) 
line from the region west and southwest of Jamaica 
pond, and as the existing streets were all narrow and 
some too steep, a route was laid out and graded for a 
street railway along the park side of Pond avenue 
to Chestnut street at the expense of the town of Brook- 
line. Plans were made for the extension of Pond avenue 
and this street railway southwesterly across private 
property to and along that part of Perkins street which 
is northwest of Jamaica pond. To avoid the necessity 
of filling out into Jamaica pond and heavy grading 
northwest of Ward's pond, for the continuation of the 
pleasure drive constructed at the expense of the town 
of Brookline from Washington street to Chestnut street, 
and which is much enjoyed by people driving out from 
Boston, it was planned to take Chestnut street south of 
Pond avenue, and Perkins street along Jamaica pond 
for a park drive and to provide a separate roadway for 
bubiness traffic in continuation of Pond avenue. It was 
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intended to acquire title to the land needed for this 
extension of Pond avenue and for a future street railway, 
but to postpone construction until the time should have 
arrived for opniing up the country west and southwest 
of Jamaica pond for a denser kind of settlement. It 
was not desired to hasten that kind of settlement there, 
but merely to make a wise provision for it, since it was 
regarded as inevitable in a few decades. Owing to 
the opposition of interested landowners, howeyer, the 
project was abandoned. Since then one expensiye 
dwelling has been erected in an obstructive position, and 
others have been erected so near the line as to materiaUy 
increase the land damages which would have to be paid 
whether the proposed business traffic road and the street 
railway should be extended along Perkins street to 
Prince street or up the brook \ alley. A wise foresight 
in protecting this part of tiie park system from future 
injury by business traffic and street railway intrusion 
demands that this project be revived, not for immediate 
construction, but merely to the extent of securing the 
right of way before it is blocked by private improve- 
ments and an inadequate and unrelated street system* 

Jamaica pond has continued to be used for skating 
and small boating and fishing, but the shelter house 
planned as headquarters for these sports has not been 
erected, presumably owing to lack of funds. 

Carefully studied plans for bathing were abandoned 
and the shallow areas intended for children and begin- 
ners have been filled up, owing to the opposition, it is 
understood, of neighboring residents. It would cer- 
tainly afford a deUghtful and healthful recreation for 
thousands of visitors, c'spo( ially those who cannot leave 
the city in summer, to make the needed arrangements 
for bathing. 

A small narrow necked bay in what was formerly 
the Fine Banks property is the cause of much incon- 
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▼enienee to the many vidtors who use the shore walk. 

It was originally planned to have an arched footbridge 
across the mouth of thi^ bay. The idea was a good one 
and should be carried out in some form although not 
precisely as planned, because tiie water surface is now 
lower than it was then assumed it would be after the 
abandonment of the pumping of water from the pond* 
The idea of a boathouse at this httle bay is not a good 
one. It was adopted as the basis of plans which are 
on file, at the instance of the boating licensee, to provide 
storage for boats in winter. The boats should be stored 
elsewhere than on the park as the unnecessary multipli- 
cation of buildings or undue enlargement of necessary 
ones on tlus park are undesirable. 

A modest little landing was originally planned near 
the Parkman Memorial. SomeLiiiiig of this sort is 
desirable. 

In the original plan it was assumed that after the 
discontinuance of pumping from the pond the water 
would rise and remain pretty near what appeared by 
the natural beach formations to be the normal elevation. 
Along most of the margin of the pond this beach fol- 
lowed the base of a steep natural slope generally covered 
with trees. Experience shows that most visitorB to such 
a park have a strong desire to walk along the water's 
edge. To gratify this desue the little beach was widened 
and a part of its width was macadamised for con- 
venience of walking. The adjoining trees (and where 
there were none, trees to be planted) were expected to so 
shade and mask this beach and walk as to suborchTiate 
it in the landscape. The assumption that after pump- 
ing from the yxmd was discontinued the water would 
rise to its ancient elevation proved erroneous. This 
may be accounted for by the hypothesis that the gravelly 
shores and great banks of gravel, which separate this 
pond from Ward's pond, had during the ages become 
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silted up with minute particles of vegetable matter, or 
in other words had been choked with muck. During 
the many, many years in which water was pumped from 
the pond, lowering it several feet, sometimes in summer 
as much as eight feet or more, this puddling of vegetable 
matter or muck, being no longer kept covered with 
water, was removed by oxidation or washed from the 
coarse gravel shores down on to the under water slopes. 
Hence when the water rises, as it does every winter and 
spring, it quickly sweeps away into the gravel and runs 
into Ward's pond and the pools lower down in the form 
of springs. The original idea was that if this should 
occur the shores were to be puddled with clay, with 
a fresh coating of gravel to protect the clay^ and that 
the large pump, adjoining Ward's pond, which was 
acquired with the land for the park, would be utilized 
to pump the leakMire from Jamaica pond into Ward's 
pond back into the former. Subsequent administrations 
have failed to puddle the northeast shore of Jamaica 
pond, and, moreover, removed the pumping plant in spite 
of the fact that all arrangements had been made for 
supidying a large part of Franklin Park (especially 
the pool in the Wilderness and Scarboro pond) and the 
Arborway from this source, so as to save buying water 
from the dty or Metropolitan Water Board. The 
conspicuous and ugly gravel bank thus left exposed 
between the shore walk and tiie water along the east 
and north shores was generally covered with topsoil 
and planted with trees and shrubs. This was doubtless 
the quickest and cheapest w'ay to hide the unduly high 
gravel shore, but it should have been supplemented 
at least by a narrow protective beach of gravel. As 
it is the waves have eaten into the soft topsoil and have 
left an ugly little caving cli£t of earth which, as the 
water recedes in summer, is very disagreeable. Besides, 
the present arrangement separates the shore walk too 
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completely and too continuously from the pond, so that 

visitors are balked from obtaining as much view as they 
want. Moreover, as the water recedes and the little 
beach below the bluff of topsoil becomes ex])u:3ed, 
people, especially children, go to and along it ^rreatly 
to the detriment of the appearance of the shrubber}'. 
Where the slopes are gentler, as along the Perkins 
street shore, the exposed beach is wider, in fact about 
as wide in summer as would be needed for both macadam 
walk and gravel beach, so that the original walk higher 
up appears as a useless duplication. The questions 
which arise are: First, would it be desirable and reason- 
ably economical to puddle the northeast shore? Second, 
would it be economical as a course of water supply to 
install a pumping plant and thus to provide a means 
for keeping Jamaica pond up to the original elevation 
and to which the shore walk is adapted? Tliird, would 
it be more practical to lower the overflow conduit so 
as to prevent the water evor rising more than a few 
inches or possibly a foot above what has proved to be 
the average summer elevation under existing condi- 
tions, and to buy water from the Metropolitan Water 
Board to keep the pond up to within a foot or so of the 
present average sunmier elevation, and then to lower 
the shore walk for considerable stretches, so it will have 
the effect of a beach from ten to fifteen feet wide, thus 
giving visitors adequate opportunity for walking along 
the water's edge, for feeding ducks and swans and so 
children can play with the water and (at places) with 
the sand of the beach? This would be accomplished 
cheaply by shovehng the original filling along certain 
shores into the margin of the pond, incidentally form- 
ing a gonllo under water Aopr rxlvmVm^^ two yards 
or more from the water line as would be desirable as a 
safeguard against any child, who may fall or step into 
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the water, too quickly getting out beyond his or her 
depth. The question of a proper water supply for 

Scarboro pond is intimately connected with the second 
question, as is also that of water supply for watering 
the drives and plantations independently of the regular 
city water system. At present the underground reser- 
voir constructed in Franklin Park is presumablv out 
of commission and its cost wasted. If a new pumping 
plant Ib desirable, it is possible it might be economically 
run by electricity, considering that it would only need 
to be run a part of the year, effecting a saving in wages 
and in first cost. If a steam pumping plant is better 
it should not be installed in the park to the almost 
inevitable injury of its landscape, but should be on an 
outside lot, presumably next a railroad, or the navigable 
Charles River Basin, so coal can be delivered cheaply. 
The water now flowing into Willow pond appears 
to be a pure, if adequate, source of supply. 

The great depth of Jamaica pond (at one point its 
bottom is below sea level) raises tiie question as to its 
safet}^ for skating. Those ponds in the Boston parks 
that have been artificially constructed have been 
designed to have a uniform depth of eight feet and 
provision has been made for lowering the water to three 
feet depth in winter, so a crowd forming and breaking 
through the ice need not drown. The greater summer 
depth is necessary as a discouragement to the too 
extensive growth of water plants. It is worth consider- 
ing whether it would not be worth while to grade the 
bottom of one (or more) of the shallower bays of Jamaica 
pond, presumably that at the north end, to a uniform 
depth of eight feet or moie and to lower the water sur- 
face in winter so it would leave a deptii of only three feet 
in that baj', roping it off temporarily from the rest of 
the pond when the ice is not strong enough to bear a 
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daue crowd elsewhere on the pond Thus the number 
of days' skating could be considerably increased with 
entire safety. 

Arborway. — In laying out this parkway the policy 
was foll(3vved of securing wherever practicable a suitable 
setback for buiklmgs on the adjuiiiing private property. 
The same holds true to a greater or less degree in other 
cases of parkways and border streets. It may be 
stated once for all, however, that this is an important 
matter and sh(niid be comprehensively looked into and 
the idea should be carried out in many places where it 
has not been. Funds should be obtained for the pur- 
chase of this and other desirable easements and restric- 
tions on property adjoining parks and parkways and, 
if needed, a law should be passed authorizing such 
restrictions to be acquired by condemnation. 

In the original plans for the Arborway the planting, 
except where were widenings of the planting spaces, or 
walls to be covered or other special conditions, was 
intended to be limited to trees and grass, as in Common- 
wealth avenue. The narrow planting strips have been 
since planted, in general, with continuous shrubbery, 
without clipped turf. From the point of view of 
visitors passing through the Arborway in vehicles the 
elTect has been good, on the whole, although the bare 
cultivated earth in front of and amongst the shrubs is 
distressing to the eye. This kind of planting has 
differentiated the Arborway from the more ordinary 
type of wide parkway, such as Commonwealth avenue, 
and has afforded an attractive foreground of varied 
foliage and periodical bloom. It must be recognized, 
however, that this treatment, la which there is a strong 
expression of wildness and rusticity, is of questionable 
appropriateness where the constructional lines of the 
parkway are formal to the extent of being parallel hori- 
zontally and vertically and where the planting strips 
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are so narrow as is the case from Pond street to Centre 
street, and from South street to Forest Hills street, and 
it will be unqiipstionably inappropriate when the park- 
way frontage is fully occupied by apartment houses and 
residences of a city type. Therefore the policy should 
be to gradually formidise the style of maintenance of 
these planting strips as the character of adjoining 
private improyements becomes more costly and more 
citified. Thus, to begin with, the throwing of street 
sweepings upon the planting strips should be discon- 
tinued and the excessive overhanging of shrubs upon 
the drives and walks should be reduced by cutting out 
some shrubs and moving others or substituting smaller 
growing sorts. After this, neat clipped grass borders 
should be introduced in one part or another, according 
as the character of the neighborhood bommes more 
formal. On the other hand the stiffness and naked- 
ness of the wall along the Arboretum frontage should be 
relieved by vines to a greater extent and the horticul- 
tural appearance of the steep hillside of orchard like 
thorn trees should be relieved by additional and more 
crowded woodland planting. 

Arnold Arhoretum, — The planting of this park is not 
in charge of the Park Department, yet it forms a very 
attractive feature of the park sjrstem. The Arboretum 
was not intended for a popular resort but for a somewhat 
limited class of appreciative visitors. Hence the drives 
and walks were purposely made much narrower than 
they were in the strictly public parks. At the time the 
Arbort tum was disi<iiied no consideration was given to 
the extension of the park system beyond it. Later the 
West Roxbury Parkway, extending from the Arboretum 
to Stony Brook Reservation, was planned and the land 
for it taken, but it has remained for the most part unim- 
proved. There ought to be a parkway branching from 
It and running through Brookline to the Charles River 
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Reservation to connect that reservation and those 
north of it with the park system and the reservations 
south of the dty. In any case the West Roxbury Park- 
way, when improved, will become an important link 

in the great system of pleasure routes of Boston and 
vicinity. The drives in the Arboretum, as stated above, 
are narrow. For this and other reasons automobiles 
are excluded from them. The problem of properly con- 
necting West Roxbury Parkway with the Arborway, 
while not a pressingly immediate one, is certainly a very 
important one. It would be no more than ordinarily 
prudent to study this matter to the extent of determin- 
ing upon a route for the connecting parkway and then 
securing the needed land. It is quite likely that the 
best scheme would be to widen Centre street sufficiently 
to provide for two roadways, one for business traffio 
and the other for pleasure traffic and for an electric 
street railway between the two, with space for irregular 
slopes between. It is true that the present profile is 
not an encoura[;inp; one and that the grading and land 
damages would be costly. On the other hand, to con- 
struct a wide automobile drive down throu^^h the charm- 
ing valley in the Arboretum would be so damaging to its 
scenery that Harvard University could not fairly be 
criticised for declining to permit such a sacrifice. The 
extensive district of now mostly wild land west of the 
Arboretum will certainly need an electric railway, and 
Centre street ought therefore to be widened some day. 
If so, it would be far more economical to plan the 
widening now and to secure the needed land before 
further private improvements make such a widening as 
ought to be made exorbitantly expensive or practically 
impossible. 

East of the Arboretum there is flat low laud belonging 
to Harvard University, which is not very suitable for 
tenement houses but could easily be made useful for a 
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ball field and playground. It would be wise to secure 
some or all of this land wbile it can be bought cheaply. 
It is true that the large problem of a proper equipment 
and distribution of ball fields and playgrounds ought to 
be studied broadly and it may be that other locations 
would be useful to a far larger number of young ])euplc. 
Still, the advantages uf this location seem sufficient to 
demand serious consideration. 

Frnnl'lin Park. — This park is one of the most impor- 
tant municipal parks in the country, both with respect 
to size and cost and in the character of its landscape 
beauty, yet to the student of municipal affairs it seems 
surprising and regrettable that it is not more used. It 
is probable that for most of the population the enjoy- 
ment of scenery is in a more or less embryonic state, 
just as is their enjoyment of symphony concerts or works 
of fine art. They must be appealed to by the stronger, 
simpler and more easily understood compositions. Thus 
the panoramic views from the top of a high, bare hill 
or the extensive and striking views over the harbor from 
Marine Park are more easily appreciated by the majority 
than the smaller scenes in EUicottdale and the Playstead 
in Franklin Park. Tt is also true that the majority will 
patronize more artificial amusement resorts in which 
something is ''going on'' or in which there is something 
to do. In the main that sort of amusement must be 
left to the commercial purveyors of amusements, yet 
it has been found possible to provide for certain enter- 
taining features in large public parks without undue 
sacrifice of their principal object, which is that of pro- 
viding beautiful scenery. It is in accordance with the 
original plan to have ornamental water fowl on Scar- 
boro pond. It was also intended to have deer on the 
Blue Hill avenue and Seaver street corner of the park, 
and a collection of hardy wild animals and birds in 
Long Crouch Woods, and trained animals, such as driv- 
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ing goats, riding donkeys and ponies and even camels 
in the Little Folks' Fair. A loop track for pony riding, 
fenced in to afford a sense of safety from runaways, 
was indicated on the plan. Presumably for lack of 
funds and of sufficient encouragement these popular 
features have never been carried out. The Music 
Court and The Greeting were other features planned 
for popular attractions which have never been con- 
structed. The lielectory was planned and built on a 
scale adequate for many people to enjoy ice cream, soda 
water and other light refreshments, but has not been a 
success because it was run on a commercial basis, instead 
of solely for the benefit of visitors to the park. There 
ought to be popular music there, with refreshments at 
the lowest prices but of attractive quality, supplied 
directly by the Park Commission. It was distinctly 
the intention of the original designer that the large part 
of the park northeast of Glen lane diould be supplied 
with various means of popular recreation which could 
reasonably fit in with the local conditions and sound 
park policy, but with the cuniident expectation that if 
such things were fully provided in this amusement 
section of the park they could be and would l)e kept 
out of the rest of the park, which was carefully dis- 
tuiguLshed on the plan as to style of development and 
maintenance by being called the Country Park. 

Plans were devised last year for some of these popular 
means of recreation in the Seaver street borders of the 
park. Although differing in detail from the original 
plan they are quite in accord with its essential purposes. 
One of the principal differences consists in the abandon- 
ment of the wide central drive and the bridle path and 
bicycle path ideas in The Greeting, a moderate narrowing 
of the formal treatment and the providing of sites for 
zoological buildings on each side. There is no radical 
objection to such buildings in this location, from the 
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point of view of the original design, provided they are 
kept low and are made inconspicuous by their color and 
material and by vines and other planting. There is, 
however, a great objection to burdening the already 
overburdened annual maintenance fund with the dis- 
proportionately great cost of keeping tropical and sub- 
tropical ^nim^lft and the buildings and grounds of a 
soological garden. The original idea, as has been said, 
was to confine the collection to strictly hardy animals 
requiring comparatively simple and cheap inclosures 
and shelters and cheap food and care. It would cer- 
tainly be prudent to go slowly in such a case, unless, as 
was originally intended, a zoological society with ample 
means will undertake the care of the zoological collection 
and its buildings and grounds. 

At the time the park was laid out, automobiles had 
not been developed. They are so objectionable in a great 
popular park that they have not yet been allowed in 
Franklin Park, nor, for reasons already stated, in the 
Arboretum. They are so much used tor pleasure that it 
seems advisable to admit them to Franklin Park with 
reasonable restrictions. They might be gradually or 
63cperimentally admitted by a system of special licenses. 
At some places it may be necessary to provide bridges 
or subways by which people on foot may safely cross 
the line of automobile and carriage traffic. At other 
places it may be sufficient to restrict the foot crossing to 
certain points and to provide a park guard or keeper 
during busy hours at each important crossing. 

In the original plan a brook w^as shown starting at a 
point east of Schoolmaster Hill at a spring, partly sup- 
plied by subsoil drains in The Playstcad and other 
places that were originally wet, and this brook as also 
the pools in the low part of Nazingdale were to be sup- 
plied in dry weather from the underground reservoir 
in the wilderness. This brook in turn was to supply 
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Scarboro pond, the brook and pools involved having 
walks also. With the subsequent introduction of golf, 
these features, the construction of which had not been 
undertaken owinj^ to lack of funds for the purpose, 
became decidedly undesirable. In fact, no distinct invi- 
tation, such as walks afford, is offered to visitors to go 
to Scarboro pond from Abbotswood and its vidnity. 
The broad meadow landscape certainly is a more val- 
uable feature in the park, yet it is questionable whether 
the time will not come when, owing to the increasing 
use of the park, golf must be discontinued^ at first during 
busy times and later entirelyi for the greater good of 
the greater number. The foot traffic to and from Scar- 
boro i)ond may then become so great as to require a 
walk, and possibly then one or both the puuLs may be 
desirable, not because they are better landscape features 
than the simple meadow, but because tlie> would be 
more interesting to most visitors, especially if made in 
the form of shallow wading pools. 

One of the most important features of the original 
plan was the recognition of the view from the Overlook 
to the Great Blue Hill. No tree planting should ever 
be permitted which would block it. The end of the Over- 
look from which this view is obtained has been found to 
be too sunny. Suitable trees of various sorts and of 
moderate growth might well be planted irregularly there, 
but not nearer the parapet than six feet. No doubt 
blastiiit: would have to be resorted to to get room for 
the required bed of topsoil under the walk paving. 

The terraces on Schoolmaster Hill were originally 
provided with stone piers, beams and rafters covered 
with vines, forming attractive pergolas. For some 
unknown reason these pergolas were subsequently 
removed. They were good and can easily be restored. 
The idea was that the various compartments were to be 
provided with simple tables and benches and waste 
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boxes and that they were to be used under proper super- 
vision by family and other picnic parties. 

It was the intention to have a compf t( nt organizer 
employed, not only to bring visitors to the park by means 
of articles in the papers, and by lectures to church and 
other societies with lantern slides and folders, photo- 
graphs, flowers and other suitable means of advertising, 
but also by organizing picnic parties and other parties 
to go to the parky and by helping them in every way to 
have a good time when they get there. The idea was 
only carried out to the extent of employing a super- 
visor of play on The Playstead. Such a man would call 
people's attention to the season of flowering of showy or 
interesting shrubs, or the coming of attractive birds. He 
might even arrange for the introduction of showy birds 
such as the cardinal bird, scarlet tanager, Baltimore 
oriole and others. He could advertise skating or 
sleighing. He could organise tennis competitions. He 
could teach the children new games, get up tobogganing 
parties, kodak parties, nature study parties and so on. 
A clever organizer and entertainer would convey a good 
deal of interesting information mixed with friendly 
conversation in a human and natural way instead of by 
the repellent "patter" of the ordinary guide. In fact 
all the guides on the park (who should not be called 
police nor be poHce in the ordinary sense) should, 
witliout ofTeasive oblruriiveness, call the attention of 
visitors to interesting things in the park, the region of 
chipmunks and squirrels, the different localities where 
pretty birds are to he found, the turtles, the flowering 
dogwoods or thorns, and so on. No doubt many a 
visitor leaves the park without having seen Scarboro 
pond or the view from Hagbom Hill or the swans or the 
tennis playing. Although disagreeable in themselves, 
more guide boards and tree and shrub labels would help 
visitors to get more satisfaction from a visit to the park. 
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Sigoiirncy street should be extended substantially as 
originally planned in order to eomplete a proper traffic 
boundary along the northwest side of the park. 

The ride originally planned to run through the south- 
west and southeast borders of the park should be 
constructed, and it should be one of the duties of the 
suggested social organizer to increase the amount of 
horseback riding. There seems to be no good reason 
why the ride circuit Fiiouid not be completed in the space 
between Glen lane and the circuit drive. 

The inttreased use of the entrance at Blue Hill avenue 
and Columbia road makes some enlargement and modi- 
fication of the facilities there desirable. It would be 
well to consider an open shelter at the street car stopping 
place and an increase of the tree shaded macadam area 
there and down to the circuit drive, with more or less 
continuous benches along its edges. A simple but 
spacious public toilet house may soon be needed, either 
in connection with the car shelter or in one of the nearby 
zoological buildings. The circular plot at the southeast 
end of The Greeting bhuuld be squared, so far as its 
northwest half is concerned, and a wide walk laid out to 
follow the entrance drive. The drive entrance south- 
east of this circle does not appear to be much needed, 
and it might be well to plant across it, having one walk 
only to connect with Blue Hill avenue at that point. 
The drives southwest and northeast of the circular plot 
might be narrowed to twenty-five feet or thirty feeti so 
as to diminish the foot crossing, and the rest of the 
circular driveway might be retained as a place in which 
to leave carriages and automobiles while tiieir occupants 
vifflt the zoological collection or the Refectory. 

Constantly increasing numbers of people cross the 
circuit drive west of the Refectory. It is a dangerous 
crossing because of the excessive amount of shrubbery 



Digitized by Google 



79 



there. If a fence is needed, parallel with the drive, it 
should be a low, substantial steel picket fence, covered 
with vines and with a few low shrubs only. It may be 
desirable in time to raise a mound southwest of the circuit 

drive and walk, and to carry the foot traffic over both 
drive and walk by a, bridge completely fencing both, so 
as to stop crossing at grade. At present many people 
walk in the entrance drive. This is partly because the 
adjoinin": walk is not wide enough and smooth enough, 
and partly because it is partially concealed and 
encroached upon by shrubs, and partly because it ends 
abruptly at the circle. These objections should be 
remcxlied and a park guard placed there to regulate the 
foot traffic Also there appears to be need of another 
wide walk along the northwest side of the entrance drive 
from The Greeting to the circuit drive. Much of the 
ground north and northeast of Abbotswood is in a 
worn-out and ugly condition, owing to lack of good soil 
and to the proximity of ledge. W herever possible, two 
feet depth of topsoil should be added. Where this 
cannot be done without injury to trees, blasting should 
be done. There are other places in the park needing 
similar treatment, but this locality is the most con- 
spicuously in need of immediate attention. 

The wide approach street suggested on the original 
plan to connect with Boylston station on the Providence 
Railroad not having been constructed, the wide park 
entrance at Sigoumey street might weU be reduced 
to ordinary dimensions. The drive entrance from 
Sigoumey street a little further south has proved un- 
necessary and might well be reduced to a single walk. 

The service buildings and yards for the park having 
been developed at the south end of the park, the site 
proposed for the Steading, near Sigoumey street, has 
remained unimproved. It might be well to construct 
here, and in the more open land northeast of it, a play- 
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ground for little children, as it would be convenient for 
the growing population of the valley northwest of the 
park. Basket ball, tetlier hull, handball (with a wall), a 
wading pool, sand courts, inclosed lawn for babies, scups, 
swings, teeter boards, spiing boards, slides, ladders, 
giant's strides, hand teeter bars, circular running beams 
and a merry-go-round (without music) are some of the 
appliances customary. Similar apparatus was intoided 
to be installed in the Little Folks' Fair, but it might be 
better in the section marked Deer Park on the original 
plan, as this would be handier for the local population 
east of the park and further from the suggested Sigoumey 
Playground. 

It ^\ as a particular feature of the original plan to close 
the Country Park portion of Franklin Park at night, 
that is, all the part of the park southwest of Glen lane. 
The reasons were that it would not only be unreasonably 
expensive to thoroughly light and police so large an 
area of rolling land, much of which is covered with 
trees and shrubbery, but also because the lamp-posts 
would be offensively out of keeping with the designed 
character of the landscape. With this end in view 
a wall was built along much of Glen lane and the 
other boundaries of Country Park and it was intended 
to continue it along the rest of the boundaries, and 
gates were planned and some of them built. Some of 
these gates have been since removed for no apparently 
adequate reason. It should be carefully considered 
whether the idea of closing the Country Park at night 
and of thoroughly lighting and policing at night the part 
northeast of Glen lane should not now be put in practice. 

The concourse on iScarboro Hill was designed and 
built to enable visitors in carriages and on foot to enjoy 
the beautiful views of which the most important is that 
of Great Blue Hill. The latter is only visible, however, 
in winter when the trees are leafless, no one having had 
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the courage to cut down the few obstructing trees be- 
cause they are lai^. The view is worth more than the 
trees of course or the concourse would never have been 
built. Unfortunately many additional trees have been 
planted on what was open land below the concourse. 
These should be removed so far as they already, or will 
hereafter, unduly obstruct the views. The concourse 
wall was intended to be covered with vines and to be 
further masked hy shrubbery not high enough to inter- 
fere with the view. There would be Uttie objection to 
adding a few tree?* in the sidewalk of the concourse 
to afford shade, providing they are trimmed up high 
to leave the view open for people in carriages. 

The Dairy was intended partly as a headquarters for 
the sheep which it was designed to herd on the broad 
meadows of the Country Park, both to keep the grass 
short in a rustic style and for the sake of their interest and 
picturesque effect, but mainly to provide a small restau* 
rant where fresh dairy products could be served. This 
might be combined with the shepherd's residence. The 
building was intended to closely resemble a typical New 
England farmhouse. The idea was carried out, although 
in a too sophisticated manner, in Prospect Park, Brook- 
lyn, and is an attractive feature of the park. It was 
hoped that many invalids or convalescents would be 
induced by their physicians to drive or walk to this 
dairy lunch place for a bowl of bread and milk, while 
deticate babies could have milk warm from the cow. 
Incidentally there was to be a public toilet there for 
that end of the park. 

The district named Heathfield, on the original plan, 
was intended to present an example of the very pretty 
effect often seen in abandoned pastures, of wild flowers 
and low bushes and creepers, prostrate juniper, heath, 
calluna, sweet fern, sheep laurel, everlasting, gentian, 
daisies, and the like, with stonecrop and rock plants on 
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the ledges. Rock Milton commands a fine view of the 
Milton Hills, but few go there owing to the absence of 
the intended path and a sign. The base of this cliff 
plunges into the water of Scarboro pond, but more 
of the detritus at the base should be removed to increase 
the bold effect. The intended path and viewpoint 
summer house should be executed on Rock Morton. 
Some paths on Juniper Hill would tend to make that 
characteristic field of red cedars more resorted to. 
Motmtain laurel is attractive and it has been appropri- 
ately introduced into the Wilderness at one place, but 
the group there is too much of an obvious gardener's 
effort, the group being solely laurel and the plants too 
uniformly spaced and the ground cultivated like a garden 
bed. In such a case it is not so important that the 
plants should be individually fine specimens as it is that 
they should appear to have become naturally estab- 
lished there. 

Where trees have been planted in the mxm open parts 
of the parky the work has been well done and the selec- 
tion of sorts is admirable. The predominating use of 
the native oaks is particularly to be commended as they 
are well adapted to the poor sdl and harmonise with 
the original woods and tend to differentiate this park 
in the right direction from most of the other parks of 
the country where excessive use has been made of 
poplars, soft and sugar iiiaples, and a few other common 
trees. The cultivation of the whole surface among these 
trees is undoubtedly the best way to secure a rapid and 
healthy [growth. The time has arrived, however, when 
it is proper to discontinue this cultivation, which pro- 
duces a very artificial and ugly appearance, and to 
smooth the ground, and to plant shade-enduring under^ 
growth where it is not intended visitors should go, or 
grass and woodland flowers where people may stroll. 
In many cases these plantations end on a gently curving 
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line and are faced down w4th what appears to be a nearly 
uniform row of small growing trees. The effect is too 
artificial. The margins should be broken into by bays 
of turf and a few scattering trees should be added far 
out on the meadows. At the same time, the small grow- 
ing trees should be more crowded in some places than 
others and the view under them should be stopped in 
some places by shade-enduring shrubs of various sorts 
and woodland flowers such as asters, goldenrods, violets, 
ferns and so on. In general, the trees in these planta- 
tions are too uniformly spaced and too much like a 
succession of individual wide-branched specimens to 
look as natural as they should. There should be more 
semblance of accident and unexpected combinations. 
For instance, an occasional gray birch growing many 
stems from one root with some catbriar clambering on 
it might appear on the edge of a grove next a big 
boulder, but rarely if at all elsewhere on the park, or in 
a low place a crowded extensive belt of ilex glabra, 
dethra, elderberry and tall goldenrod and asters might 
border a grove. There is opportunity for endless inven- 
tion and contrivance to add effects of naturslness and 
variety and adaptation to local conditions, not only 
in this park but in others where naturalistic landscape 
is attempted. It would be well to constantly aim to 
please the artist. Few artists are attracted to well 
developed, round headed, healthy trees, almost evenly 
spaced, as appealing subjects for a incturc. What most 
pleases the horticulturist seldom suits the artist. He 
either looks for large effects of color or mass, with pre- 
vailing harmony but some Umited contrast of form or 
color or light or shade, or else he looks for picturesque, 
small local effects, with some deep shadow or a high 
light, or a dash of brilliant color, or a crooked gnarled 
trunk, or a mossy hole and fern-covered decaying stump. 
The arboricultural work done of late years on the parks 
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cannot be too highly praised. It is perhaps the best 

in the country, considering the hmitations, but the 
artistic side of park planting has not been quite what it 
should be. 

Tiiere is a tendency, not periiaps so marked in the 
Boston parks as in some others, to use pretty much 
the same selection of trees and shrubs lor the predomi- 
nating effects in one park of the system as in another. 
This comes from excessive attention to the arboricul- 
tural and economical side of the business of planting 
and too little to the artistic side. One man will perhaps 
be struck by the advantages of the sycamore and will 
plant it on hill parks, on parkwaysj on meadow parks, 
on city squares, and on seashore grounds indiscrimi- 
natingly. Another man will remember that he has 
seen it in nature mostly along rivers or brooks and will 
reserve it, like willows and river birch, for river parka 
or for low moist places. Another man, firulini!; that a 
particular kind of tree has become badly infes^ted with 
worms, will refuse to use it under any circumstances 
even wheate it would be the most appropriate tree to 
use» as, for instance, the American elm on a college 
campus. One may properly be cautious in using such 
trees, yet the risk of loss or the expense of preserving 
healthy growth may be fully justifiable in some cases. 
So, too, in the matter of hardiness. To utterly refuse 
to use a certain kind of tree because it is not hardy 
during a long life or under ordinary conditions may 
debar one from securing desirable effects which, even 
if they are not permanent, nuiy be well worth liaviiig 
while they do last. If it is a question of a formal row 
of tries intended to be permanent, hardiness is very 
important, but in an irregular mixed plantation it 
may not be objectionable but on the contrary an advan- 
tage to use some trees that may be killed by some extra 
hard winter or some unusually late frost, because it 
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may ftccomplish a needed thinning naturally which the 
powers that be might neglect or refuse to do with the 

axe used on good live trees. 

In Iranklin Park, the Overlook Shelter and the 
Ellicottdale Field House are examples of important 
buildings successfully harmonized with the park land- 
scape. The R( f( f t ory near Blue Hill avenue, designed 
by different architects, on the other hand, is offensively 
self-assertive and inharmonious with the landscape. 
This failure in design appears to be mainly due to a wrong 
choice of material, but is partly due tn lark of atten-* 
tion to the training of vines over it. The building 
would have been far more in harmony with its Burround- 
ingB if it had been built with outer walls of colored 
seam-faced puddingstone, such as could have been 
obtained in the quarry on the park, instead of pale 
bright yellow brick. If it could be tinted successfully, 
as regards sticking permanently, with a cement wash 
with some agreeable shade of warm brown and then 
carefully covered with vines, the park landscape would 
bp benefited, even though the architecture of the build- 
ing might be somewhat suppressed. This building 
was located in so prominent a place for the express 
purpose of affording to its patrons enjoyable views. 
It was expected to subdue the building by the unusually 
extensive and high vine-clad pergola and by a few tall 
trunked trees which would permit views under their 
foliage, and the great rock-faced terrace was to be covered 
with vines and masked by bushes. As it is, the vines 
are not as abundant as they should have become in the 
years that have passed since they were planted, and the 
hillside is densely planted with tall growing trees, 
^lany of these trees siioiild be removed and replaced 
by small growing sorts which will never obstruct the 
view. 

Franklin Field, — The wisdom of acquiring this play- 
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field park, both as a much needed proviBion for field 
sports and as a means of defending Franklin Park from 

excessive wear and tear and undesirable artificializa- 
tion of the meadows of the Country Park portion, has 
been mure and more demonstrated by lU increasing 
use. It is evident that the time is not far distant when 
its rougher and more or less ledgy portion must be 
better utilized. With this in view, a careful study 
could advisably be made at this time for future grading, 
so the Park Superintendent will be enabled to take 
advantage of any suitable filling material that may be 
available in the neighborhood. 

The quadrant shaped comer entrance has not been 
properly graded and there is need of a wall and other 
improyements there. The sidewalk along the north- 
east side should be graded as a wide promenade where 
benches may be placed, in the shade of trees, trimmed 
high, to permit of a view over the low ijla^ iield. The 
Blue Hill avenue frontage is in need of a better finish. 
An outdoor gymnasium, under proper supervision, 
would add materially to the usefulness of the Field. The 
increase in population of the vicinity will make a little 
folks' playfield desirable in time, and if carefully planned, 
some features of it could be executed at once. For 
instance, a wading pool would afford much pleasure 
without the expense of expert supervision. 

Columbia Road, — Although unfortunately too narrow, 
in part, and, still worse, unduly crowded by buildings, 
owing to failure to secure a building limit line, this con- 
nection with the Strandway has apparently been a 
financial success, as it appears to have greatly increased 
the assessable value of property along and near it. It 
is deficient in nice finish and maintenance. The 
shrubbery, introduced in some places whore tliere was 
room for it, is often too wild and untidy for the clmracter 
of the surroundings. On the other hand, some build- 
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ings, with the consent of the ownrT'^, might well be 
covered with vines. Where possil)K\ electric wirea 
should be put under ground and the poles removed. 
The trolley and other necessary poles might, as a rule, or 
occasionally, for variety, be dressed with vines trained 
to a woven wire ribbon so as not to interfere unduly 
with painting or other needed access to the poles. 

The Strandway. — ThiS| by reason of its width and of 
the views over the harbor commanded by it, is one of 
the most important parkways of the many in the city 
and vicinity. It does not appear to be as much used 
as it should be. It should be lined with residences and 
moderate priced apartment houses. It may be possible, 
with the cooperation of some of the more important 
landowners, to secure suitable restrictions on neighbor- 
inc: land which would insure a better class of buildings 
along and near it than, in the absence of such restric- 
tions, any landowner would dare to put up lest it 
should be depreciated in value by a much worse charac- 
ter of occupancy round about. The tali wild looking 
shrubbery, while desirable at present, can hardly be 
considered to be encouraging to adjoining landowners 
contemplating erecting a 'fairly good kind of building. 
A tidier and more gardenesque style of planting, on 
the other hand, would encourage better buildings. 
Some of the fences of yacht clubs need vines and 
ornamental shrubbery. 

Marine Park. — The house at the land end of the 
pier is an unusually picturesque and interesting park 
building. It should be kept in better repair. "VMien- 
ever funds can be obtained for the purpose the other 
buildings originally planned, between the Head House 
and the pier, should be added. It is particularly 
important to erect soon the originally planned, round 
three-story shelter at the outer end of the pier, as the 
effect of the pier is weak in design without it. The 



Digitized by Google 



88 



absence of a row of trees between the drive and the 
shore walk of Pleasure bay was intentional, as it was 
thoujj^ht the view from the drive would be more enjoy- 
able if unobstructed, and that the openness would form 
a desirable contrast with the Strandway. The fiUing 
under the lawns was done with such dry sand and 
gravel, for reasons of economy, that neither the lawns 
nor the trees are as handsome nor as useful as they 
should be. The simplest remedy would be irrigationi 
but an eictensive replacement of the loose subsoil with 
loamy clay would be more satisfactory. It was the 
original plan to connect Castle Island with the shore of 
Pleasure bay by a neck of land formed by filling. The 
pile bridge was to be merely a temporary connection to 
save for some years the large expense of filling. When- 
ever funds can be secured for it this neck should be filled 
and the drive extended to a loop on Castle Island. 
Many more pleasure vehicles would then appear on the 
Strandway and in Marine Park than can now be seen. 
If an embankment of gravel were raised on each side, 
the fine silt and mud now being removed from nearby 
channels and expensively transported to points well out 
at sea could be cheaply used for the main bulk of the 
filling. 

North End Park. — The Copp's Hill terraces serve 
their purpose well, but present a somewhat shabby and 

ill-kept appearance. The stonework should be kept as 
it is, except that a change is required in the granite 
abutment which was built for a footbridge which was 
proposed to connect across Atlantic avenue ^vith the 
pier and beach. The construction of the elevated rail- 
way made such a footbridge undesirable. The pave- 
ments of the terraces should be improved, more benches 
should be provided, also more shade on the upper 
terrace. The plantations of shrubbery are very difficult 
to maintain, partly because of the dust and smoke of 
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the city and parUy because of partial shade, but mainly 
because of the wear and tear of children. The shrub- 
beries are essential to preserve the charm of the place, 
and at the cost of artifidalizing them they must be 
more adequately protected by steel picket fences, sup- 
plemented by the supervision of a park guard capa- 
ble of keeping the children out of the plantations by 
processes other than the usual police methods. The 
portion of the park between Atlantic avenue and the 
harbor line has, it is understood, been turned over to 
the playground authorities, and is a hideous waste of 
cjnders, without a particle of foliage, and is thoroughly 
discreditable to the dty. If a man of the right sort 
could be put in charge, it is probable that low growing 
or clipped trees, such as would not unduly obstruct the 
view from the terraces, and a bordw of shrubbery pro- 
tected by sted picket fences and continuous rows of 
benches, could be maintained next the street wall, 
and possibly at the buildings, and vines, protected by 
strong wire guards, might perhaps be grown on the 
buildings. A bright-colored awning on steel poles to 
shade a few rows of seats b(>tween the proposed street 
border plantation and the beach, bright awnings on 
some of the windows of the buildings, flags on buildings 
and isolated poles, a bright awning shelter on the pier, gay 
colors on such parts of the buildings and piers as are 
adapted to such treatment, bright flowers in window 
boxes, removal of all the cinder surface, replacing part 
with bright brick paving in patterns which could be 
washed frequently, plenty of white sand on the beach, 
gaily paints drinking foimtains, gay refreshment stands, 
electr«>!iers, patterns of electric lights on the buildings 
and piers, iire a few of the ways in which the gloomy 
depressing aspect of this valuable feature of the park 
system could be enlivened. 

Wood Island Park. — There is a more or less marked 
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effect of shabbiness and neglect about this ]);irk wiiich 
is perhaps unavoidable, owing to insufficient appropria- 
tions. The trees are as well looked after as possible, 
under the trying conditions, but the shrubberies, which 
ought to do more even than trees to add the element ol 
local charm to such a park, are gradually deteriorating, 
while vines are almost conspicuously absent from build- 
ings, fences and bridges. It is, of course, wise, if both 
trees and shrubs connot be maintained with the avail- 
able ftmds, to plant and preserve trees and let shrubs 
go, as the latter can be grown whenever desired in a 
fraction of the iinic it takes to ^row pjood sized trees. 
It is to be hoped, however, that shrubs can be grown 
near the bath house, athletic field fence and railroad 
fence, and especially on the slopes at the bridges, and 
that vines can be trained on the fences and bridges. 
The steep slope at the north ball field was intended to 
be covered with vines, protected at top and bottom by 
steel picket fences if necessary. Some such improve- 
ment now seems called for. 

The hard gravel ballground was formed, for economy, 
by a shallow fill on salt marsh and a tide valve was 
relied upon to keep salt water out of the subsoil and 
storm drains. Settlements have occurred so that the 
ground needs resurfacmg. t iiulcrs should not be used 
because they are very gloomy and depressing in effect, 
and are liable to leave a black scar in the skin of anyone 
having a severe fall upon them. Salt on the surface of 
this ground indicates that the drain valve is not working 
properly. No sea valve will work perfectly without 
due attention, but it is possible that the pattern could 
be improved. A light metal ball resting on an upturned 
pipe, ground to fit, is perhaps the best form, but the 
outlet chamber toward the sea must be protected with 
two or three fine mesh screens which can easily be suc- 
cessively lifted out and cleaned. 
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The field house underpinning is out of plumb and the 
paving of the veranda is irregular and the building as a 
whole appears to be shabby and neglected. An addi- 
tion to the original building is in a different and inhar- 
monious style, leading to the inference that a different 
or no architect was employed. In a park department, 
more than in most other branches of city government, 
the highest regard should be paid to art, and the plea of 
saving the architect's commission, if such was the case 
here and in other instances, should not have a moment's 
consideration. Harmony, in the case of additions, is 
of such paramount importance that it should be the 
rule that additions should be designed by the architect 
of the original building and in harmony with it. As it 
is, vines should cover the incongruous addition to this 
building. 

Several walks appear to be needed to properly accom- 
modate routes of foot travel which arc indicated by short- 
cut paths. The new walks need not always follow the 
precise lines of the short cuts, but should bv on good 
cur\''es and grades even if some trees have to be cut or 
moved. One or two of these walks will consist largely 
of flights of steps. The steps should be in a succession 
of short flights with landings, and the latter, if short, 
should be so dimensioned that the average person will 
not start up each flight with the same foot with which 
he started the previous flight. Wire netting fences, 
concealed with vines and masked by bushes, with some- 
times a few boulders next the steps, are often needed to 
keep people to the steps. With rare exceptions such 
flights of steps should in no part rise above the general 
surface of the adjoining ground. In some cases people 
so persistently walk or run down the slope instead of 
the steps as to warrent the introduction of a slightly 
roughened, hard paved walk with a very steep grade 
even up to 25 or 30 per cent. A walk of any such 
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steepness should, howevwj never be built without 
comfortable flights of steps nearby. 

If the projected filling of the harbor in front of Wood 
Island Park is executed,it may become desirable to inclose 
a large basin of salt water in front of the park, sufSciently 
below high water mark to insure proper drainage of 
the low ground, and to control the outlet and inlet, so 
as to avoid the inconvenience of the long, exposed beach, 
and wire screens should be used to keep out the floating 
and often decaying refuse inseparable from a confined 
harbor. If undue pollution occurs, it may even be 
necessary to turn this basin into fresh water for safety 
to bathers. A lock should be provided for small boats. 

In any case a livery boathouse and a club boathouse 
should be located at convenient points on the shore of 
Wood Island Park, and channels should be dredged to 
them as soon as the patronage will warrant them and 
as soon as money can be obtained for the purpose. 

A larger and better field house and bath hot^ will no 
doubt be required in time. The present one was assumed 
to be somewhat temporarj' in character, as were many of 
the buildings in other parks, pending the development 
of the sports they were meant to accommodate as well 
as because of inadequate funds. 

Charlesbank. — The approaches to the new Charles 
River Dam at the north end of this park call for some 
revision of the walks and grades. Possibly walls and 
steps are needed. The promenade or walk along the 
sea wall was pitched away from the wall to prevent the 
mud of the binding clay used in the macadman paving 
from washing over and disfigiuing the wall. The effect 
is not agreeable. It would be well, if funds are avail- 
able after accompUshing more important matters, to 
pave this walk with some hard luaterial, with a slope 
of say a quarter inch to a foot toward the wall instead 
of from it. A hard, good^iolored brick paving would 
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perhaps be the most picturesque, although cement 
concrete would be smoother and more comfortable 
under foot. But as ordinarily laid it is not as agreeable 
in color or textiire of surface as good brick. This defect 
can be largely overcoiue by the use of green or brown or 
reddish mineral coloring matter, such as is used in mortar, 
and by adding a colored stone in small bits or pebbles 
and rubbing off the cement somewhat before it set. 
In no case should lampblack be used, as it is gloomy and 
displeasing. The contemplated paving of this walk 
and the fact that the street sidewalk is already brick 
paved, but with a poor grade and colored brick, raises 
the question whether the few remaimng walks should not 
also be paved to match. No doubt, considering the 
small width of this park and the artificiality of its situa- 
tion and neighborhootl, it would be wise to do so when 
money can be spared after more important improve- 
ments elsewhere have been accomplished. The Catholic 
Club Boathouse is a very ugly crude affair and should be 
removed or rebuilt in harmony with the other buildings. 

Park Guards, — Those who have had the management 
of parks at heart have gradually become convinced that 
the public should be guided and controUed in the use 
of them by a set of guards or keepers entirely distinct 
from and tnuned entirely differently from the city police. 
They should be organized directly by the park super- 
intendent and should be appointed and discharged by 
him for insubordination, laziness, incompol once and the 
like, just as foremen and common laborers are, or should 
be, if an efficient and economical organization is to be 
maintained. The city police should have the hght and 
duty to watch over the parks to protect property and 
persons and to make arrests for violation of law just as 
they do over similarly extensive private grounds, but 
they cannot be expected, nor can the ordinary law courts 
be expected or relied upon to enforce what to them may 
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seem the petty and trivial rules and rep^jlations of park 
commissions. On the contrary, there should i)o a force 
of special park guards and a special park magistrate's 
court to handle infractions of park rules. The conditions 
of park use are such that the number, character and 
location of park guards must necessarily vary enor- 
mously if the desired results are to be obtained. The 
number of park guards or keepers must be adjusted to 
the seasons and occasions when visitors in the parks are 
numerous. The park guards who more particularly regu- 
late traffic on the drives or at gates, or those for build- 
ings or for boating or skating, may differ in character 
and training from those who are to protect turf, shrubs 
and flowers from excessive wear or injury. It must be 
made easy for the superintendent, or head keeper, to 
shift a few or many park s^uards from point to point in 
a large park, or from park to park, or even to distant 
parts of the city at short notice. For economy it is 
advisable to recruit the guard force partly from the regu- 
lar park foremen, assistant foremen, gardeners, assistant 
gardeners, clerks, timekeepers and otiier employees, and 
a large reserve force can be made up of citisens whose 
occupations are such that they can undertake this duty 
during a portion of the year, or on occasions throughout 
the year, or during part of each day during the period 
when parks are most visited. Park guards should be in 
a modest, inconspicuous yet distinctive uniform in which 
they can work at other things when there is little need 
of devoting all their time to watching and guiding visi- 
tors. Park guards should be well educated and have 
good manners and good address. They should be 
cautious in arresting or resorting to force, yet they must 
be prepared to do so if need be. Hence they must be 
physically fit and must keep in training. They must 
have bicycles or motor cycles and must report frequently 
at telephones plsiced at frequent intervals or even at 
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portable telephones, so they can keep in touch with 
headquarters or secure help quickly when need be. Ac- 
tivity is one of the essential requirements. When they 
find it necessary to arrest a visitor for refusal to obey 
park rules, the case should be promptly examined and 
the fine inflicted (if warranted) with as little incon- 
venience and loss of time to the offender as possible. The 
effort should be to impress each offender with the cer- 
tainty that the park rules will be enforced, rather than 
with the severity of the penalty, and all care should be 
taken to avoid whatever is humiUating and physically 
disagreeable to the obstinate or foolish victim and espe- 
cially anything resembling jail or criminal appliances and 
customs, except in actually criminal cases. This subject 
is of vital inijiortance to the park system and should be 
carefully looked into. If favorable action cannot be 
secured at this time, it should be sought hereafter at 
intervals of a few years, or when any change of personnel 
in the city government offers a better chance of success. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Olubtbd Brothers. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS. 



COMMISSIONEKb' REPORT. 



HoK. John F. FitzobraiiD, 

Mayor of the City of Boston: 

Dear Sir, — The Board of Park Commissioners here- 
with presents its annual report for the year 1911-1912. 

Besides the annual maintenance work of the parks, 
playgrounds, woodlands and roads, much new con- 
struction has made this an unusually busy year for the 
Park Department. The John Winthrop Playground 
has been bought. Sites have been selected for several 
new playgrounds; other playgrounds, such as the 
Columbus Avenue, the Strandway and the William 
Eustis Playgrounds have been fenced, planted and 
finished; a locker building has been built at the Strand- 
way playground ; a contract has been made for one at 
Forcsi IIills I'luyground , drawings have been made for a 
shelter building at Jamaica Pond and for improvements 
at the Copp's Hill Terraces; for a locker building and 
children's playground at Medford street, below Charles- 
town Heights. A new brick bath house has been con- 
tracted for at Dewey Beach. Tennis courts have been 
built at Franklin Field and much grading done there. 
The filling has continued slowly at Orient Heights. Four 
acres are graded and furnish ball fields and a contract 
now made will furnish another acre. A great deal of 
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tree planting had been done, much of it during the 
coldest winter weather. Plans have been made for 
the street to connect Jersey street with the neighbor* 
hood of the Art Muaeum, and the work is to be done 
with fiUing from the Boylston Street Subway. Tlie 
Fens Playground has also been extended witii earth 
from cellar excavations and it is hoped that we can add 
many acres shortly to the Strandway Playground bj 
excavation from the Dorchester Subway. Much other 
construction work is enumerated in the report of our 
superintendent hereto attached. 

Besides these works of construction substantial prog- 
ress has been made on the Zoological Garden and the 
aquarium. The larp^e open-air avian' and the bear 
dens are nearly completed and the aquarium building 
is nearly ready for plastering. 

Plans have been prepared by Mr. Austin and bids 
have been obtained for a bird house near the great 
open-^ cage. This house will contain cages for winter 
occupation by large and small birds. It is surrounded 
by open-air cages connected with those on the interior. 
In these will live both summer and winter the smaller 
birds which cannot be put in the great open-air cage, 
either because they would escape through the mesh or 
become the prey of the large iiiliabitauts of the great 
aviary. 

What we had in mind ia all tins work has been to 
provide at first for a limited nnniIxT of exhibit.^ — mainly 
boars, birds and fishes. The [)rovision for these will 
be as thorough and as good as we know how to make it. 
If the public find them attractive they will support us 
in carrying the work farther. What we are doing will 
give the project of a Zoological Garden a very thorough 
trial. 

We have ahready been given a bear by Mr. Newkirk 
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and between forty and sixty valuable geese and ducks 
by Mr. J. E. Thayer. The United States Government 
has also promised us bears and other ammals from the 

Yellowstone Park. 

The United States Government having authorized 
the use of Governor's Island for a park, a plan has been 
made by Mr. Shiirtleff for its gradual (ipvploi)nH iit . and 
this is to be respected in the planting of trees which we 
plan to undertake this summer. We hope also to make 
the pier at Governor's Island accessible for excursion 
boats and we are about to repair the pier at Castle 
Island for the same purpose. 

Until lately it has been intended that the Riverbank 
Subway should come to the surface near Charlesgate 
East, and thence cross to Beacon street over some 
unfinished lands and poob that are in our control. 
As it has been decided to take the subway by Boylston 
street to an incline in Commonwealth avenue, the 
unfinished land and water spaces at the junction of the 
Fens and the Basin should be put in order. Mr. Shurt- 
leff has prepared a plan looking: to this end and at the 
same time has studied a scheme for the rearrangement 
of that portion of Commonwealth avenue which lies 
between Massachusetts avenue and Charlesgate West, 
the present plan of which has lost its oiiginal significance 
and presents inconveniences and dangers. We shall 
ask you to consider the possibility of an appropriation 
to cany out this needed Improvement in a very con- 
spicuous and important neighborhood. 

The City CouncO by an ordinance has made it possible 
for the Park Board to revise restrictions as to apartment 
houses oil liie Fens so as to permit smaller apartments 
than formerly. The Board has voted that it will only 
grant this permission when the designs fur the fronts 
of these buildings are such as it can approve as suited 
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to frontage on the park. It is not our intention to 
demand richer materials, but only skill and study in 
the preparation of the design of the fronts, but it is I 
hoped that this will result in buildings of a better demgn | 
around the park than now are found in the ndghboring 
side streets. Hitherto there has been no restriction in 
force except as to height, and an owner building a poor 
looking building might depreciate the value of the whole 
neighborhood. Owners have expressed great satis- 
faction with this vote. The board has both accepted 
and disapproved of designs thus laid before it, and there 
is every prospect of a marked improvemeiit of tlie 
appearance of the Fenway over that of neighboring 
streets because of this vote. 

This winter the Legislature authorized the Park 
Department to grant a site on the Fens for the School of j 
Commerce provided it were asked for by the School ; 
CSommittee, the School Commission and the Mayor. 
Not only was it so asked for, but property owners in the 
immediate neighborhood also expressed a desire that a 
site might be authorized near Boylston street and 
Agassi z road. The Board therefore wrote your Honor 
the following letter: 

August 31, 1911. 

Hon. John F. Fitzger.\ld, 

Mayor of the City of Boston : 

Dear t^m, — The Park C()irmiis>ion has been, and still is, of 
tlie opinion that park lands should not be surrendered for 
aites for public buildings. A special case seems, however, 
to be presented in the matter of the Commercial High School. 
The commission is disposed to consider this question on its 
individual merits. The I/eg:islature has authorized the com- 
mission to ^rant a site within the IV ii^. The School Com- 
mission and the School Committee, or their representatives, 
have unanimously agreed on the axis of Peterborough street 
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as a site. The Mayor urgently wishes the school to be placed 
here. We understand that many of the abutters and neighbors 
are glad to have the building placed here. The Park Com- 
mission believe that the site selected is the least objectionable 
one in the neighborhood. Under these circumstances the 
Park Commission feels that it should not assert too stron^y 
in this case its fixed general convictions. Therefore, with 
the understanding that the exterior design, shape, size and 
location of the building are to be submitted to the Park Com- 
mission for approval and that the building is not to be built 
without this approval, the Park Commission will sanction 
the building being placed on the axis of Peterborough street 
on the Fenway lands. 

Yours truly, 

RoBEBT S. Pbabodt, Chaimon* 

Later the Schoolhouse Commlssloii presented a design, 
which, after certain changes were made, was approved 

by the Board as suitable for the situation. 

On the petition of various citizens Buylston street 
has been opened to traffic from wiiere it enters the Fen- 
way on tlie east by way of the stone bridge to where it 
leaves the park on the west. Following this opening 
the Boston Elevated Railway petitioned for the right 
to nfn their cars by this route. A plan was finally 
evolved by which they might run for the most of the 
way on a reservation, and the Board has expressed its 
willingness to approve of this if the money can be found 
for executing the changes on the park and roads, the 
amount needed being about $31,000. The complete 
opening of this bit of park road to traffic is approved 
of by the Tark iicmrd in response to a very Loisistent 
public demand, and largely because we think it offers 
a better solution of present difficulties than the straight 
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extenBion of Boylston street which was proposed a 
year ago and nearly carried out. 

We also desire to point out the bad condition in which 
a groat part of our roads now are. In the main they are 
inafatlam roads. Our yearly appropriations have pcr- 
mittod no radical improvements. Treatment with oil 
and gravel and constant repairing has been all that was 
possible. More serious rebuilding and surfacing is 
necessary to meet the wear of motors. A considerable 
sum should be given us each year for the repair and 
building of roads. 

The Board would again express its wish that the 
playgrounds could be open to players on Sunday after- 
noons. 

Also the Board hoiKs that the appropriations may be 
made which would enable it to employ playleaders on 

the different playgrounds and thus make them more 
useful. We have on several occai>ions asked for this, 
and we believe it is the method of solving most of 
the difficulties that trouble those who think as we 
do that our splendid playgrounds are not suiEciently 
used. 

The Board desires to suggest again to citizens who are 
generously disposed that few things could confer greater 
public benefit than the gift, either outright or by will, 
of a publie playground. Whether this be large for active 
play or small as a retreat for mothers and childreni it 
forms an agreeable and enduring gift. 

The Board desires to record its sense of the great loss 
the department has incurred by the death of Mrs. Wells. 
With Mrs. Williams she has given the greatest assistance 
to the department by the management of the children's 
playground (ui the Charlcsbank. This, owing to their 
efforts largely, is a most attractive and charming 
portion of the property in charge of the department. 
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The Board is most anxious that Mrs. Williams should 
not resign from the work, but that she should find a 
suitable coadjutor to assist her in the duties she has so 
well fulMed. 

Yours truly, 

ROBEKT S. PeABODT, 

James M. Fbendebgast, 

DAlflEL H. COAXIiET. 

Commis9ionerB, 

Bomw, January 31, 1012. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



To Robert S. Peajsodt, Jaiibb M. Pbbndeboast and 
Daniel H. Coaklet, Cimmisnoners: 

Gentlemen, — I herewith Bubmit a report of woik 
performed in the department under the direction of your 

Board during the year 1911: 

Early in the summer, the plans being ready, work was 
started on the construction of the Zoological Garden in 
Franklin Park. A contract was awardid \o John A. 
Rooney for a group of five bear yards and dens. These 
are located in Long Crouch Woods and are of an impos- 
ing character. The walls are completed and the iron- 
work and flagging of the yards are well under way* 
Each yard contains a commodious pool. Beeches and 
oaks have been planted in opening? among the old trees 
to provide shade for the concourse in front. A contract 
was also made with the New England Structural Com- 
pany for the construction of an aquatic flying cage, 190 
feet long, 60 feet wide and 60 feet high, with a swdl 
at the back, 40 feet by 14 feet. This work, too, is well 
advanced, requiring to complete it only the outside 
wiring and the wall and poob? inside. The water and 
sewerage for these constrnctions have been laid in and 
connected with the city system by the emplnyees of the 
Park Department. A portion of the Refectory carriage 
shed has been impressed into service as a temporary 
home for newly received animals. A group of thirteen 
cages has been btult there by Park Department 
employees. 

The surplus oaks in the plantations in Franklin Park, 
which were root pruned last year, were in good condition 
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for transplanting during the past winter, having formed 
a fine growth of fibrous roots. The long-continued 
frost find snow, too, favored the work of transportation, 
enabling us to plant two lines of these trees on that 
part of Commonwealth avenue lying between Warren 
street and Brighton avenue. The trees were moved 
with frozen bails of earth, six feet in diameter, a distance 
of nearly five miles. They are well-grown specimens, 
15 to 20 feet in height. Commonwealth avenue has 
/thus gained in time a period of from eight to ten years 
required for such growth. This is more especially 
valuable in the oak transplantation, which, under ordi- 
nary processes, recovers slowly. From the same planta- 
tions we also have procured trees to replace those 
injured beyond repair along the lines of the parkways. 
In addition, a group of about sixty of these fine oaks 
has been planted as an additional protection to the 
flying cage in tin: Zoological Garden. In all the number 
transplanted amounts to over three hundred. 

The plantations generally throughout the system are 
growing finely, due, no doubt, to our regular prartirc 
of annual pruning for form, and thinning out of all 
crowding and inferior material. The trees are all good 
examples of their kind and will eventually blend into 
dignified woodland masses, the foundation for good 
form and growth having been firmly established in the 
trees while young. 

The old woodlands, too, continue to improve in vigor 
and beauty. By the regular planting each year of con- 
siderable quantities of undergrowth, the floor of the 
woodlands has become more attractive and afl'ords 
better protection to birds; pheasants, especially, are 
becoming very plentiful. The increasing quantity of 
berried plants also is providing a store of food for the 
birds in winter, of which many take advantage. Espe- 
cially is this noticeable in the large numbers of flickers 
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and blue jays to be found feeding among the fruits 
of the apple and rose families. Squirrels find abundant 
food among the wild fruits. This supply we reinforce by 
adding a little com or wheat. The result of this care is 
that the winter beauty of the woodlands and glades in 
the parks is strongly emphasized by wild animal life. 

The Herbaceous Garden in Franklin Park quite ful- 
filled our oxpectations last year. The show of late 
flowering miuI Darwin tulips in the springy was very good. 
The narcissi gave sheets of their goldeii iiuwers. From 
then until fall a succession of beautiful blooming plants 
followed, and closed with a rich display of hybrid asters — 
hybrids of our own beautiful native ones. Accompany- 
ing these were sunflowers, helesiums, salviaSi chelones 
and a host of other good things. 

The usual care was given to the shrubberies. Old 
or worn-out plantations were cleared off and replanted. 
Hantations of white pine were made on the north slopes 
of Scarboro Hill and Rock Morton. 

Planting at Savin Hill was continued last spring. 
The trails are now turf covered and are quite attractive. 
A new trail along a picturesque slope will be completed 
in the spring. 

Until the past year Commonwealth avenue, between 
Brookline avenue and the Newton line, a distance of 
four miles, scarcelj*^ possessed a tree, except for a mile 
of oaks planted four years ago. Last fall about six 
hundred trees were planted, completing the lines between 
these distant points. European elms were planted 
between Brookline avenue and Brighton avenue; thence 
red oaks to Warren street; and from that point to 
Chestnut Hill avenue silver leaved lindens. On two 
wide spaces between the car reservation on the north 
roadway preparation has been made for generous groups 
of ginkgoes, which w\\\ be planted in the spring. The 
ginkgo IS a Japanese and Chinese tree of great beauty. 
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and in its natural habitat is a long-lived tree and grows 
to great size. Immense specimens are to be found in 
the grounds of the temples in Japan and China. Among 
these ginkgoes will be planted a lot of nurse trees for 
shelter, to be afterwards removed as space is required 
for the increasing growth of the permanent trees. It 
is hoped that an additional appropriation may soon be 
secured to prepare the high, bare slopes beyond Warren 
street and to plant them willi troes and shrubbery. 

During the past seasou the 10-acre meadow near the 
Boylstori Bridge was covered to a depth of 12 or 15 
inclies with excavated material from the new station 
of tlie elevated railway at Park street. This was over- 
laid with loam and seeded, which will transform the 
salt water marsh into a turf covered meadow, and will 
prove useful for recreation purposes. 

At the Fens Playground all material suitable for 
raising the grade of the playground has been accepted. 
The cost to the department has been only that of level- 
ing the filling. Further extension of the filled area has 
been made during the past year. It is expected that, 
with the material which we shall ubtain from the new 
Boylston-street Subway during the present year, an 
area of about twenty acres will be filled to a grade suit- 
able for playground purposes. This area will be in 
addition to the ten-acre meadow before mentioned, 
making a total of about thirty acres of ground available 
for recreation in the Fens. This will serve not only a 
large and populous district, but, in addition, can in 
time be developed into an important recreation center 
for a large portion of the city. 

At Charlesbank an appropriation of $20,000 from the 
Fhmcis Parkman Fund was expended for various 
improvements, chief amon^ uliich were the construc- 
tion of a granolithic mall along the water front, with 
cross connections to the ends of streets abutting on 
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Charles street; the planting of two lines of T.oTubardy 
poplars on the Charles street side; substantial repairs to 
the fence on the sea wall; repairs on the Charles street 
brick walk ; the installation of a system of irrigation for 
the mouncU and lawns, and the erection of a continuous 
line of concrete-framed seats on the basin frontage. 

The total amount appropriated for the maintenance 
of the park system for the year ending Januaiy 31, 1912, 
was $404,974.71. Of this amount, however, $49,914.72 
was spent for construction work, leaving a net balance 
available for maintenance of $355,059.99. The inroads 
made by construction work on the maintenance funds 
of the department interferes seriously with the proper 
maintenance of the system. The construction work 
referred to is that which is liable to be met at any time 
in the prosecution of the work of either construction or 
maintenance of the department, and for which no pro- 
vision has been made to meet the cost; and, to avoid 
delay or extra cost by leaving the work undone pending 
the securing of an appropriation, the maintenance 
account is drawn upon to pay the expense. These 
drafts on our maintenance account for construction 
purposes necessarily lower the quality of the upkeep of 
the parks. A notable example, among others, of this 
may be pointed out in the condition of the parkway 
roads. A certain amount of required resurfacing lias 
been deferred each year, for several years past, from 
lack of fund-: until at the present time the depart- 
iiinit is in arrears on tliis particular class of mainte- 
nance work an amount of not less than S65,000 or S70,000. 
Last year we were able to resurface only about one mile 
of roadway. For this a Bcrmudez asphaltum macadam 
concrete was used. We followed, however, our usual cus- 
tom with roads of ordinary broken stone macadam, that 
of spreading a dust-absorbing coat of sand on the surface, 
sprinkled with emulsified oil. A smooth asphalttim or 
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asphaltum-concrete surfaced road is neeessarily a dusty 

road, because it cannot hold or absorb the dust which 
blows over it from other sources. 

During the past year one playground has been added 
to those owned by your department, making twenty- 
six playgrounds in all. This is the John Wintlirop 
Playground, on Dacia and Danube streets, in Ward 16, 
which has an area of 1.57 acres. 

Of the construction work performed on the play- 
grounds during the past year the following items were 
the most important: 

At the Strandway Playground a brick locker building, 
133 feet by 26 feet, containing sanitary and locker 
accommodations, was completed and opened to the 
public. Excavations have been made around the build- 
ing and filled with loam, in preparation for planting in 
the spring with groups of trees and shrubbery. 

At Franklin Field a group of eight gravel tennis 
courts, for fast games, was commenced during the past 
fall, under contract with James Driscoll and Son, and 
will be completed early in the spring for the opening of 
the tennis season. A considerable part of the low 
area lying along the speedway was stripped of surface 
loam, which was piled up for future use along the side 
of the track, and a considerable amount of ashes taken 
in from the Public Works Department to help fill up to 
grade. This will be again covered with the loam before 
mentioned. A general plan of grading the field east of 
the new tennis courts will form a promenade of 20 
feet wide, which will extend down and connect with the 
promenade in front of the locker building, from thence, 
in a straight and even grade, to a new entrance at the 
Talbot avenue corner. The grading of this promenade 
is well under way, and will doubtless be completed in 
time for the opening of the season in the spring. A 
contract has been made for the completion of the wall 

I 

I 

I 
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at the corner of Talbot and IMue Hill avenues, with an 
entrance of generous proportions. From this point the 
promenade will turn down within the lines of the field, 
parallel with Talbot avenue, to the speedway at the 
eastern boundary of the field. The work of grading has 
been roughly done. It is proposed to erect a suitable 
fence to protect the line of trees on the street border 
and equip it with seats for the use of the public while 
watching the games. This promenade and entrance to 
the field at Talbot and Blue Hill avenues, when com- 
pleted, will form a vory attractive feature. A little 
addition to the funds in hand, to be used for grading the 
field, will enable us to d(» this vvoik in the early spring. 
To accommodate the fast increasing demand for bowling 
greens, a bowling green was roughly graded on the 
north plateau of the terrace in front of the locker 
building. This will be left one year for settlement, as 
the game requires a very firm and sure foundation for 
its green. 

At Neponset Playground the filling received during 
the fall and winter of 1910 was graded in the spring of 
1911 and seeded down. 

At Billings Field the ground around the biulding 

was prejxired and planted during the early spring. 

At Princ e Street Playground the stone-concrete colon- 
nad' , eontraoted for the previous year, was erected. 
The colonnade is surmounted by concrete flower boxes, 
which we exjiect to fill with blooming plants for 
summer decoration. Duiing the past winter these 
boxes were temporarily filled with young spruces, 
which tended to give a warm, cozy effect to the 
playground. 

At Mystic Playground plans have been made for the 
erection of a new sea wall, which will be raised to a 
point about four feet higher than the grade of the 
present sea wall. The playground will be filled to this 
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grade behind the eea wall, taking out the old slope of the 
playground and permitting of the construction of a 
basin for skating on the new grade. The wall will be 
built on the state harbor line« thus adding about five 
thousand feet to the area of the playground. 

At Billings Field plans and specifications have been 
prepared for a sanitary building. 

At Cukiiubus Avenue Playground ornamental gate 
posts for two entrances have been erected during the 
past season. They form a very handsome addition to 
the playground. On the boundary'' between the rail- 
road and the playground an artistic paneled wall was 
erected. Shrubbery was also planted in the borders, 
between the street and the playground, and in the 
borders dividing the boys' athletic field and the remainder 
of the playground. 

At Ashmont Playground trees and shrubbery were 
planted at the sanitary biulding during the past year. 

At Roslindale Playground the planting of trees and 
shrubbery was done at the sanitary buUding. 

At Forest Hills PlaygroTind plans and specifications 
were made for a locker building, including sanitary 
accommodations, and a contract let. 

At Rogers Park a line of trees were planted around 
the borders, and the grading of the skating basin was 
completed. 

At William Eustis Playgroimd shrubbery and trees 
were planted around the bordnr^. 

At West Third and West Fifth Street Playgrounds 
sanitary accommodations for children were constructed 
during the past season, and arrangements have been 
made for the construction of a handsome fence at 
both places early in the coming spring. The posts 
are being prepared in the department shops and the 
ironwork fur the fences has been purchased. 

The following tables show the cost of the maintenance 
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of parks, playgrounds and roads for the past ten years, 
with the avrrago cost per annum for the same period. 
The cost of maintenance of roads includes all labor, 
teaming, road repairs, including resurfacing, cleaning 
out of catch-basins, sweeping, and oiling for the sup- 
pression of dust. 
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FAAKS. PLAYGROUNDS AND ROADS.— C<mc/tid«d. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. P£TTiQR£W| SuperirUendeni^ 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN CHARGE 
OF THE WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S 
DIVISION AT CHARLESBANK. 



To the Honorable Board of Park Commtssumers: 

Gentlemen, — The important place filled by Charles- 
bank in the lives of the wonieTi und ehildren of the West 
End is demonstrated by the numbers that flock to it. 
Tennis, croquet, captain and volley ball were enjoyed 
by the older girls this summer as last. For girls between 
eight and fourteen years of age a doll's dressmaking 
class of about twenty-one members was formed, and 
under the charge of the second assistant dressed twenty- 
one dolls, sewing from one and a half to two hours 
once or twice a week. Girls of thb age also made raffia 
bags, crocheted neckties, and in other ways used their 
hands and heads to ad \ ant age. On hot days the smaller 
children were made happy by stories and ''soap-bubble" 
parties. When the weather was ('()()ler they had several 
walks to the Publie Garden, followed by rides in the 
swanboats and games. These pleasures were increased 
by the gift of chocolate and peanuts from the teacher 
in charge of the kindergarten class, of about twenty- 
eight children, from the Hebrew Industrial School, 
that came to the lodge during several weeks last summer 
as the summer before. These children had their little 
kindergarten chairs in the indoor gymnasium where 
their luncheon of milk, crackers and cookies was served, 
their teacher gi\ iug generously to others outside her 
own group. 

As in previous yearti a hurdy-gurdy gave enjoyment 
that was open to all, mothers as well as children, and 
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the flowers given by the Bulfinch Street Mission were 
alsd a pource of great pleasure to the young peojjle. 

The excessive heat in July interfered somewhat with 
the ordinary use of the outdoor gymnasium and with 
the usual g^^mnastic classes, but when the weather was 
suitable the children enjoyed the free use of the apparatus 
and swuigSy and a class of gb*Is was held three times a 
week, the average attendance of which was about forty. 
There was no class for women» as the number desiring 
to take part was so small that it did not warrant giving 
up the gymnasium to them. 

Between February 1 imd May 14, 1911, 1,I7G spray 
baths were given and 4/*7;) between July 3, when the 
new and increased facilities were in running order, and 
P'ebruary 1 , 1912. 

A special treat of the summer was an all-day excursion 
to Revere Beach, due to the kindness of the Traveler, 
About ninety children, under proper care, with their 
luncheons under their arms, left Charlesbank at 8.30 
a. m., marched two and two to the North Station, and 
there took the closed electric car provided by the 
Traveler^ reaching the house kept open at Revere 
Beach all summer by this paper about 10 a. m. Lunch- 
eon was the first enjoyment and then came the delights 
of the sand and wading. As ctiildrcn arc always hungry, 
the liiilk and crackers supplied by the Traveler before 
their return was very welcome, and the ndo back to 
Charlesbank, where they arrived a little after 6 p. m., 
closed a red-letter day. 

The vacation season ended with a "party" in the 
indoor gymnasimn attended by about one hundred 
children. The entertainment consisted of games, songg, 
ice cream and cake. 

The mildness of the autunm made the out-of-door 
gymnasium enjoyable late in the year, and this was 
particularly fortunate on account of the repairs going 
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on in the lodge. The evening classes have not as yet 

been held, owing to these necessary repairs. 

Thanks to the kindness of friends of the committee, 
the superintendent, Miss Ann I. Loftus, is about to 
begin lesions in clay modehng and thus the children 
will have the happiness and profit of working in clay. 
Miss Loftus has ability and experience, and the delight- 
ful excursion to Revere Beach was due in the first 
instance to her alertness. Miss Eleanor H. Quinlan 
had the satisfaction of rendering much needed help to 
one of the "gymnasium" children whom she saw on her 
way back to Charlesbank after her noon hour. The 
child was hurt and said there was no one at her home. 
Miss Quinlan, therefore, took her to the Massachusetts 
General Hospital before returning to her duties at 
Charlesbank. The child's ankle proved to be broken. 
Miss Hazel E. Brackett, the second assistant, needed 
during the srliool vacation nn areount of the large 
attendance, contributed greatly to the happiness of the 
children and the value of the work. 

As death has taken one member of the committee,* 
the other member desires to withdraw^ but she will take 
pleasure in spending the small amount of money con- 
tributed by friends and still held by the committee for 
the benefit of Charlesbank. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anna Phillips Williams, 

/or Kate Gannett Wells and 
Anna Phillips Williams. 

• Mn. W«nt dM DMMBbar 13. It 11. 
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SkAtins and Tobogganing --Season 19i 1-1912. 
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Appropriations, i91i«»l9l2. 
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5.000 00 
0.240 10 
422 90 
14.650 OO 
4.400 00 
0.242 24 

1.795 08 
16.729 43 
20.000 00 

.*) 424 1 0 

v.^aY Xlf 

2.702 80 

9,100 08 
1.975 00 

13.994 05 
435 08 






524,000 00 




•1.000 00 










52.348 73 
20.048 88 






1 200 (M) 


90,000 00 






1.200 00 


9 90 












99 75 






8.000 00 
2.000 00 
10.000 00 






980 30 
17.951 69 


10,000 00 






2ftJU0 00 










7JUI 00 




750 00 








5 000 00 
17,250 00 








8.003 81 
388 33 
860 00 










lAQOO 00 


4,400 00 






10,000 00 


3.757 76 
2.892 SO 
2.2fM 92 
3.270 57 


IJOOO 00 






4,000 00 


20,000 OO 






20.000 00 
20,000 00 






14,575 81 
1.237 98 

2.507 25 
25 00 
101 25 
5 35 
8.425 03 










8.000 00 
3,000 00 














14.000 00 












$85,650 00 




$1>'")7.4(X) W 


S2K2.S02 04 - SH4.1SS 71 









I 
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QmimvI Exhibit «f 



Oanov or 



from 
1910^11. 



Revenue 
received dur- 
iiiK llHl 12. 



Loan'* is':u^^d 
in VjI 1-12. 



Br«vifht forward 

Playground Aooominodstions, Maitapua Diatritfl. 

PlayKround AeoomnKKUtioiui, Ward 2 , 

Playground Accommodatiooa. Wud 10 

PliivKrounda, improv«iiMnt«..,..,,*. 

Pla> eruund, OfiSBt HeigbU 

Playground, Parl«r HUl.. 

riiiyKround, Ward 5... . 

Pla\ ground. Waid 7. ....... 

PluyKruund, Warda 7 and 9,..,,.. 

Ptaygrounda, Ward 13. 

Playground, Ward 16 

Playground, Ward 17 

Playground. Ward 90. ... , 

PlayeruuQd, Ward 38 

Playground. Ward 26 

Prise* Stmt Playground, impraf«lMlkt» 



139.752 04 



11.195 85 
19,484 03 
60.000 00 



JtooiMtloii Ground. M, N. Eaat Eighth and 
•traeta aad CSotviiibia toad. 



Mtath 



Roaen PMlb plMtUaK Mid gndiiic- . • • 

RiwHadalii Pborcrauad, tudtaty 

Sftvln mi Park* ImpntvaaMiiti 

Sftvin Bin FlagrgKNtud* i mp ro v wanU. 



Stnadmr Phyimuiid* I 
WoodMaodPlwIttbaadrtMid.... 
Wood Iilaiid Tatk, flagpola. 

Zoological Garden and Aqiiarivim. 



S5.Q00 00 
10.831 M 
1.814 20 
25.000 00 
96t «3 



6.000 00 



«U 78 



500 00 
500 00 

120,091 R6 



8382,148 78 



8500 00 



880,000 00 



00 



50.000 00 



8180,000 08 



4 
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Appropriations* I91i-I2, — Condudtd. 



Tmufcn 



Tnutffera 
to. 



Tot4U 
Cndita. 



ExpandituTM 
for 1911-lS. 



90D.00OOO 



l.fiOO 00 



I I 



10,000 00 



3.60U 00 



S6.O0O 00 
50.000 00 
100.000 00 



UMl 46 
4.000 00 



1.M4 60 



2SyD00 00 
16.000 00 
8.000 00 



3 5fin 00 

3JHHI on i 
6.Q0U 00 



88*200 00 



8288.802 Oi 
SByOOOOO 
60^000 00 
lOOgOOO 00 
11,745 85 
1M84 08 

80u000 00 
41,881 46 

6.816 20 
26.000 00 



60.000 00 
86.000 00 
16.000 00 
8^00 
6i000 00 

1,500 00 
612 78 
3,600 00 
10.000 00 i 

3,0(^H) iM) 

6.000 00 
600 00 
500 00 
214«291 86 



881.188 71 



50 00 
8.571 48 
•»7S( 76 



8,848 87 
81.016 89 
8.228 88 



8.000 00 



778 59 
UK) 85 
1.379 52 
9 00 
186 97 
684 05 



500 00 
91,971 33 



8X98.613 83 
86^00 
50^000 00 
99,950 00 
8,174 87 
9,750 17 

804KI0 00 
41,881 46 

8.978 88 
8,964 11 

50.000 00 
26ti000 00 
16,000 00 

6^000 00 

721 41 

511 ^3 
2.120 48 
9,mi 00 
J.Slf? 03 
4.315 95 

fiOO 00 

122.320 53 



897,160 00 



880^881 46 



8501,896 16 



8980,818 44 



1887,848 84 



8758.670 10 
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Expenditures on Account of Land and Construction 







Filling and 
Grsouig. 


^^ air r 
Supply and 
FouBtaiiw. 


Buildiacii. 
Bear CkfH. 
Eto. 


Billing Fwld 




808 OO 
001 41 


S3 02 
100 07 




Chiriothink 




83348 70 














00 75 
























7.088 11 


46 70 








134 SS 
380 00 
1.456 55 
370 00 










FkwiklSnFiald 




8.064 77 
706 30 
31 03 


308 00 








tao.9MM 


















36 00 
101 » 














3.400 43 
0410 00 








684 48 
























340 48 
73 76 
058 70 
9 00 
640 45 


4 80 








30 10 




















1M47 


13.200 34 




■A Afk 








1.807 00 
1.400 07 
6.400 00 
62.471 51 
81,086 07 












1.804 00 
















8.094 84 


lOjUi 10 


Wood Isliind Park 
















S22.908 95 


028,983 47 


512.912 40 


5100,800 48 
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from February 1, 1911, to January 31, 1912. 



PlMtbc. 


WalkB 
and 


Electric 


Fcnrc-H, 
Gyiiinastir 

aad 
Ftacpolc. 


Plan« 

Hlul 

£t)titDat«a. 


Walls, 
Balustrade 

Ftegola. 


Tennis 

Courts 

ami 
BowlinK 
Greens. 


Pier Head, 
Wharf 

and 
Motor 
Bm(. 


Total*. 


















896 22 
22,496 84 
880 
99 76 
2.106 30 
17.051 69 
8,003 81 
388 33 
350 00 
11.037 83 
3,270 57 
21,015 89 
1,2.17 98 
2,592 25 
106 60 
3.425 93 
9,734 76 
8.000 00 
186 97 
778 69 
100 S5 
1,370 r>2 
9 00 
lo,259 86 
50 00 
1.480 11 
]AS7 51 
7.:'. 15 03 
52.171 51 
39.409 82 
500 00 


«1.009 26 


$14,121 06 


8173 76 


82,802 20 
2 90 


tlOO 25 


































1,006 30 




81.100 00 






J7.9U 00 
































263 98 


































8.408 49 




$2,730 46 














82,126 58 






















1.287 98 






















2.667 26 












5 35 










2r> 50 
26 63 








6 75 




















3,000 00 








186 97 












433 3d 




























297 66 


428 21 


























143 60 






























35 35 
44 54 
68 61 






S7 70 
11 00 
13 63 






































6,077 61 




























600 00 






















tao.880 71 


914.786 24 


8173 76 


SS,MO 88 


86.186 86 


87.608 84 


88.780 48 


84,608 88 


S2S7.464 88 
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Expenditures on Account of Mainteaaooe, 





Roam. 






d 
o 






a 








i 

e 

c. 






Reaurfaci 


CIcaninK. 
Patchii 
and OU 


K 

i 


i 

3 

1 


5" 
■5 

o 

s 


i 



roinmoriwealth Avenue.. 

The Vi'n.i 

Hivprwav. ............. 

(.)hiist. (i Park 

Arborwuy 

Arnold Arboretum 

West Hoxbury Parkwfty.. 

Franklin Park 

Columbia Hoad. ....... . 

8t r:ili(l A :iy 

Miiriuo i'ark 

Wtw>d Island PtA 

Charlesbank 

Charlestown Hr-i^;}its . . . 
Charlrstown Flaygrouod. 

Dorohf-iti-r I'firk... 

Franklin Fi«-lil 

Copp's Hill Trrrares. . . ., 
Chestnut Hill Park. 



$2,215 93 
19.958 82 
781 84 



North Brighton PlasrSRMUld.. . . , 

Nepon.'»ct PlavgrounoV 

BillinKs Field , 

First Street Pla\Kr<mnd 

Prince .Street PlayKround , 

Mystic PlavKrounil 

Fellows Stn'ot PlavKround 

Christopher Gibson Playgroitod. 
Columbiu Avenue PlayglOVIld. . 
Ashmont Playground ........... 

Savin Hill Playground..,,.,,.,, 

Ro.ilindale Playground..., , 

Fore!«t Hill.t PlaygnnUKl. ....... , 

Rogern Park , , 

Ik^rnerH S<iuare , 

Oak Squan- , 

Cott;ii?r Street PLi\erimnd , 

Randiilph Street I'hiygriiund. . . • 
Marrelln Street I'luyground. . . . , 

W'illiarn lOustis I'lavKround , 

Common wealth Park , 

We«» Fifth Street Playground.., 
Went Tliird Street PteyiTOIIIMl. . 

Savin Mill Park , 

Dummy Field , 

Trinity Triangle , 

Orient Keighta Plagrgrauild , 

Miaoellaneoufl. , 



$33,683 97 
7,300 65 
3,213 58 
6.375 42 
3.845 00 
2.624 80 

37 
3.929 
4.162 
3,099 
868 
40 



868 21 



1,303 20 



$22. 9 M m $71,3r.I [•() 



$3,400 38 
1,097 89 
826 43 
966 09 
276 27 
436 66 



1,047 44 

2,339 00 
812 60 
1,319 16 
370 49 
630 03 
481 57 
8t 47 
17 98 
78 57 
188 96 
60 45 
17 87 

38 20 
25 85 

39 91 
4 47 

56 06 
2 24 
31 07 
122 62 
28 46 



29 97 
9 W 
50 28 



7 
•10 
3« 
123 
41 



99 

40 
'.t»i 
74 
96 



22 95 
22 08 
20 34 



$2,941 
4,015 
4.578 
10,953 
3.098 
90 
2,888 
29,072 
666 
4.0*59 
5.397 
3.284 
3.355 
1.750 
1.250 
1.158 
3.504 
451 
4.970 
1.326 
680 
1.011 
1.468 
244 
711 
402 
661 
1.543 
851 
771 
954 
263 
1,464 
21 
9 

9fi9 
868 
1.196 
1.268 
1,133 
667 
560 
875 
497 



04 
63 
98 
87 
06 
03 
13 
06 
25 
94 
32 
52 
13 
31 
80 
69 
82 
15 
82j 
94 1 

12| 
09 
62 
99 
20 
15 
23 
83 
97 
72 
91 
03 
98 
99 
72 
68 
84 
42 
77 
83 
26 
84 
03 



86 64 



S15,107 M $107, .S50 49 $18,991 15 S-tS foO 05 



$391 81 
249 27 

86 91 
1,245 11 

58 57 



3.827 70 
8,795 74 
132 27 
136 53 
596 36 
290 68 
52 25 
65 83 



1,257 09 
372 89 



780 72 
18 46 



32 14 
175 65 
110 42 



51 08 



264 27 



$1,336 58 
1.883 86 
2JMM 01 



436 22 
182 68 
IIJM St 

' 1 .039 43 
6.073 44 
1.400 04 



1.131 88 
930 73 
134 21 

2.736 77 



93 87 

1.827 76 

328 83 

1.237 25 

2.350 46 

1.103 39 



809 8fi 
2.048 12 
868 32 
24 5 59 
995 64 



867 37 
1.195 07 
l.,V55 46 
1,056 16 
88 01 
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Ftbnary I, 1911, to January 31, 1913. 



£ 
I 

E 

m 



tK c i3 
« 5 "= 

o 



^^1 
•ill 



en 



o 





17.921 M 
6.647 36 


8213 60 




$329 27 
123 64 
176 63 










$48,552 30 
23.227 01 
30,772 11 
24.049 40 
7.721 26 
3.587 71 
0.917 43 
75.481 60 
7,300 27 
10.645 70 
15,704 74 
10.428 02 
16,856 38 
3.428 09 
3,084 4 2 
2,595 70 
36.531 03 
640 11 


94 00 

a ....... . 




8131 04 


















202 80 






1.406 88 








443 30 


31 77 
820 00 

120 55 

178 16 










































7.168 81 

732 93 
Id 63 


84,001 83 

2r.2 41 
73 01 


3.769 76 


6,460 00 

382 27 

1 33 
1.370 49 
173 88 

309 15 
27 73 
2.304 83 








......... 














1350 07 


■ 








$3. 189 35 
0,734 44 

423 06 










030 01 




$5.3SO 04 




















20 20 






««««#«•* ' 












21.331 33 1.280 C,r, 2.803 43 


1.260 13 
















244 01 
271 00 








31 27 
067 45 
251 65 
345 40 
617 97 








7.485 24 
4.163 58 
1.371 88 






33 11 
73 06 
28 42 
114 47 
731 41 

597 77 
543 02 
437 40 
























276 31 






■ «««««•• * 


2.924 35 
4.000 07 
l.KOO 09 
1.893 08 
422 74 
2.431 13 








00 77 








810 60 
















22 24 

2.50 52 
418 07 
330 90 
1.751 38 
280 14 
90 31 
608 33 










18 30 

2.033 " 63 


80 70 
166 77 
























48 86 






7.522 91 




44 71' 

8 99' 

173 801 


• ■ 




• »♦••••• ' 


2,.V)7 08 
2.777 93 
2.472 31 

539 80 
2,273 71 
21 98 
17 98 
2,051 68 
2,327 64 
3.040 28 
4.591 02 
1.454 66 

728 95 

636 72 
4.630 60 

609 89 

94 6i 

11,177 58 




























82 sa 


87 77 


































1 51 02 
226 03 
l.''>4 24 
622 04 
366 88 










10 08 


































1,075 92 












474 64 








39 47 
89 80 


•>••■*««• 












2.027 60 




90 57 
10 32 
408 88 






• «•«««•« - 




























65 40 


























27 07 








80 40 














$11,177 58 
















«1,807 83 


861.040 51 


«2,44o 12j 612,095 74 


^,639 23 


$19,724 18 


$10,703 


85.460 91 


811.17768 


84O«,07471 



u 

2.2 

I So 



3 
O 



i 
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INCOME. 



BECKlPm 

Received for labor tl2,3Sld 86 

Received from sale of wool, sheep, grass, wood, use of soap 

and towek, etc 1,662 23 

Rente 3,829 23 

$17.881 32 

PATMBITB. 

Appropriation Park Department S12,3S9 86 

Inoonw canied to general dty inoome 6,491 46 

$17.881 32 



Park Bettermentt Collected by City Collector to January 31, 1912. 





Committed 
toCoUactor. 


Abated. 


Net Aaaefls- 
menu. 


CoUccfccd. 


O uf-tfand- 
IDS Jan, 31, 
1018. 


Public Park« BMlt Bay. . . 


i4M.fl00<IO 


$144,195 73 


1290.404 27 


•390.404 27 






S3,54S 00 


12.616 80 


10,926 20 


10.926 20 






135.020 00 


122,000 66 


13.028 34 


13.028 34 




Pmrkway, Old Harbor. . . . 


60.786 00 


50.426 00 


10.363 00 


8.256 00 


32.107 00 


" Muddy River. . 


108,972 00 


83,594 25 


25.377 76 


23,238 75 


2.139 00 


• Weat Roxbury, 


I&4.107 00 


113,808 00 


40.399 00 


31.913 00 


8,386 00 


■ Dorl■llt•^^^o^ 


n.7i3 00 


3,0r)5 54 




5.927 74 


729 72 




1086^758 00 


tfi2»,eMa8 




$383,604 30 


118,861 n 



Public Park and Playground Debt. 

IdobiiiHes. 

Total loans outatanding January 31, 1912 .... $16^1,910 98 

Resources. 

Sinking Fund January 31, 1912 S49,563 59 

Net Debt January 31, 1912 $7,482^7 39 
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PARK AND JRECEEATION DEPABTMENT. 



CX)MMISSION£RS' KEPOKT. 



Hon. James M. Curley, 

Mayor oj the City of Boston: 

Dbab Sib, — In compliance with the Revised Ordi- 
nances the Board of Park and Recreation Commissioners 
herewith presents the annual report for the year 

1914-15. 

John H. Dillon, Cliairman, 
Chables Gibson, 
Thomas F. Galyin, 
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DEPUTY COMMISSIONEE'S REPORT. 



To John H. Dillon, Charles Gibson and Thomas F. 
Galvin, Commissioners: 

Gbntlehen, — I herewith submit a report of work 
performed in the department under the direction of 
your Board during the year ending January 31, 1915. 

Grading in the vicinity of the Parkman Memorial 

Bandstand was completed, the loam spaces being seeded 
and the Fui uiu surfaced with a mixture of beach gravel 
and sand. The bandstand was suiTounded with a 
circular row of concrete seats. 

Commonwealth avenue lawns from Arlington street 
to Dartmouth street were reinforced with loam brought 
in from Roxbury and placed in trenches 4 feet in depth 
and from 10 to 12 feet in width, great care being taken 
to avoid the tree roots. Sufficient fertiliser was used to 
properly nourish the trees. 

A 4-inch cast-iron pipe was also laid under the lawns 
from Arlington street to Exeter street with suitable 
connections for irrigation. 

In the Fens a creditable horticultural display was 
made in what was known as **The Convention Garden," 
This garden was arranged in conjunction with the 
annual convention in Boston of the Society of American 
Florists and Ornamental Horticulturists. Exliibits were 
made by thirty-two florists and nurserymen from all 
parts of the country. 

Seventy beds were laid out containing miany choice 
varieties of efarubs and plants. The bays in the lagoon 
contained a fine exhibit of aquatics. 
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The department planted five beds near the main 
entrance and these were much admired by the thronisp 
of pe(^le who visited the garden throughout the year. 

While the garden was nominally Uiid out and planted 
under the auspices of the Florists' Society the work was 
actually performed by the department force and re- 
flected great credit upon it. 

At the Fens also some necessary changes were 
made on the drive at the entrance to the new wing of the 
Art Mii^t inn, a tar macadam surface was laid down 
surrouniiing a circukir grass plot. 

At Franklin Park walks were constructed from the 
Bird House to and around the Elephant House, the latter 
building having been erected during the year. The 
Elephant Yard waa also laid out and surrounded with 
a strong iron rail fence and a guard fence. The neces- 
sary grading in connection with the above work was also 
completed. 

The widening of Seaver street was commenced during 
the year but is unfinished. The work is under the control 
of the Public Works Department according to designs 
prepared by the Park and Recreation Department. 

The golf links were improved by laying a water serv- 
ice pipe 4,300 feet long to the new greens, sixteen of 
which were laid out. The greens were trenched over, 
fertilized, graded and prepared for spring seeding. 

This gives room for a nine-hole course with a spare 
green and a six-hole course for beginners. 

At Franklin Field the ground along Blue Hill avenue 
was graded by the department force to permit of the 
extension of the bowling greens and of the tennis courts, 
the present faciiities being madequate for the demands 
of the public. 

Norfolk Street Playground was improved by ^i^rading 
the upper level of the playground and by building a 
retaining wall. 
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At Rutherford Avenue PlaygFound a concrete retain^ 
ing wall was built and a high fence erected indoeing 

the boys' playground. 

Road repairs wore nmde during the year on Com- 
monwealth avenue from Summit avenue to Lake street, 
in the Fens from Newbur\ to Boylston street, from 
Boylston street to Agassiz road and from Fens Bridge to 
Brookline avenue and in the Riverway from Brookiine 
avenue to Longwood avenue. 

In Olmsted Parki Jamaicaway was repaired from 
Perkins street to the Arborway. 

In all 71,260 square yards were treated with a blanket 
coat of tar, this being about 3.6 miles of parkway. This 
method of road treatment is far superior to ihe old 
method of Bpriukling with oil eiuukion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jambs B« SnxiA, 
Depyiy CommisMner, 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF BATHS, 



To John H. Dillon, Charles Gibson and Thomas F. 
Calvin, Comnmsioners: 

Gentlemen, — I beg to submit herewith the annual 
Tepoit of the recreation division of this department for 
the year 1914-15. 

The recreation division of this department still con- 
tinues to enlist the active codperation of thousands of 
its citizens with the resultant dividends of health, 
happiness and good citizenship. The varied faciUties 
of the department in the recreational field serve to 
permit the citizens of Boston to enjoy liealthful and 
recreative pasliines for twelve mf>Mtlis of tin yenr, and 
each department in turn has its quota of patrons who 
show their appreciation of what this department pro- 
vides with their constant and faithful attendance at 
and indulgence in their favorite form of play. 

Every section of this city can boast of some facility 
which provides full advantage to its local citisenship. 
The department with its nine public gynmasia, eight 
out-door beaches and twelve all year around bath houses, 
two golf courses, three toboggan slides, over one hundred 
tennis courts, two bowling greens, together with its 
innumerable skating areas, gives to its citizens full and 
varied facilities. The improvements which have been 
made during the past year tendmg towards a thorough 
and up-to-date management of these diilerent items are 
numerous and extend through every section of the city. 
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Norfolk Street Playground. 

This playground in Mattapan furnishes an additional 
asset to the department and gives to the people of this 
section an additional opportunity to recreate. Two 
baseball diamonds will be provided as well as four tennis 
courts, while the locker and shower building is an up-to- 
date and picturesque monument, suited to requirements 
oi this new adjunct* 

Franklin Field. 

The new tennis courts which have been made in 
Franklin Field have justified the confidence of the 
department iti the widespread interest which is taken 
in tennis. The bowling greens also have their constant 
delegation on hand long into the summer evenings 
indulging in this popular sport. The eighteen basebaU 
diamonds are really inadequate to meet the denumds in 
thb section, while the quarter-mile cinder running track 
is the mecca for hundreds of vschoolboy, college and club 
athletes on every summer evening. 

Franklin Park. 

About fifty tennis courts are scattered through Frank- 
lin Park, wherever an area of sufficient size and smooth- 
ness presents itself, and all are occupied on Saturday 
afternoons and during the summer evenings. The six- 
hole golf course for beginners and the nine-hole course 
for the more adept have been the means for permitting 
this most popular time among all classes. In fact, the 
necessity becomes more obvious yearly of extending the 
nine-hole course into an eighleen-hole course, thereby 
alleviatinc; the congestion at the different tees, and 
furnishing iidditional opportunity for new patrons to 
take up this sport. The three toboggan slides on School- 
master's Hill furnish a most enjoyable means of reo- 
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reation in the winter time for young and old alike on 
the afternoons and evenings. Quarters have been 
provided for the storage of toboggans and every means 
provided for the health and comfort of the devotees of 
this sport. 

An innovation was made m the department curric- 
ulum this past year by permitting the New England 
Inter-collegiate Athletic Association to hold its annual 
cross coimtry run over a course which was pronounced 
ideal by the representatives of the various New England 
colleges who participated. 

L Street. 

The widespread popularity of this institution has been 
mtensified during the past year by the ever increasing 
number of patrons who have recourse to those waters 

during the twelve months of the year. Its quarters 

were crowded on niany days iar beyond its ordinary 
capacity, but temi^orary means were adopted for taking 
care of the extraordinary numbers on such days. The 
house was well regulateii as to its method of management 
and equipment and maintained in an up-to-date and 
satisfactory manner at all times. 

Tbnean Beach. 

During the past year additional structures were built 
on Tenean Beach to replace the former ones which were 

burned down. The necessity of constructing a brick 
or cement structure containing more adequate facilities 
as regards lockers and showers is made more evident 
year by year, 

Dewey Beach. 
A new and up-to-date brick building which was 
opened at Dewey Beach in Charlestown this past year 
has akeady proved its worth. Here, too, provisions 
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were made for segregating the difi'crent ages and sexes 
and many new lockers provided for those who crowded 
this popular beach during the summer season. A small 
play comer should be provided for the children this 
coming year. 

Athletic Games. 

During the past year athletic games with graduated 
events, suited to the various divisions, were held through- 
out the different sections of the city. Three classes 
were formulated, senior, intermediate und junior com- 
petitives, and the events were arraiiged suitable to 
these various ages and divisions. Over one thousand 
participants took part in the preliminary district con- 
tests which were held in different sections of the city 
and the three first place winners m pnrh event competed 
in the final meet at Franklin Field for the champion- 
ship of the city. The success of these contests invoked 
the approbation of all critics who seek to provide health- 
ful and body building contests for the influence of the 
city, and the ntimber of participants and the wide- 
spread interest, also the large attendance of people 
who witnessed the contest did much to fasten a hold 
on the boys of the entire city. Swimming contests 
were lik(\vise held under smiilar conditions on the 
various beaches of the city, and the winners of these 
respective district contests competed in the final meet 
at Wood Island for the championship of the city. 
Handsome prizes with the department seal were given 
to the winners in the respective events. 

The department gjrmnasiums are still the object of 
admiration by visitors from other cities and the curric- 
ulum of the gymnasiums serve to draw to its quarters 
young and old aUke with an ever increasing attendance 
yearly. The graduated system of g\ jnnastics, for both 
young and old as well as the development of the candi- 



Digitized by 



13 



dates for the Police and Fire Departments in the civil 
service classes, prove conclusively the extraordinary 
amount of benefit which accrues to all who use our 
public gymnasia* They also serve to support a propa- 
ganda of healthful and hygienic principles among 
people who hitherto have been ignorant of its advantages, 
and the incessant doiuands of people who li\ o in sections 
where public gymnasiums have not as yet been provided 
prove t'oiicliisively that all are thoroughly acquainted 
with the advantages of such an institution witiiin their 
reach. 

McKenzie Beach. 

A new house was also built on McKensie Beach to 
replace the f onner structure which was destroyed. The 
development of the adjacent McNary Park Playground 
may make it important in the near future either to dis^ 
continue this beach as a bathing resort or constructing 
a stone wall which will prevent the debris which is 
being dumped nearby from floating onto the beach 
area. 

The two new and up-to-date houses containing 
gymnasia and shower rooms which are being con- 
structed in Roxbury and South End will prove of an 
estimable value to the citizens of these respective dis- 
tricts. They should be opened this coming year. 
A new building which is also to be opened shortly, the 
Ward 15, in South Boston, will prove a valuable link in 
the chain of bath houses which this city seeks to provide 
for every section. It has permanent shower rooms for 
both men and women with over one hundred shower baths 
to be provided. 

XoKiH End Park. 

The necessity of securing an appropriation for the 
remodeling of the North End Park Beach and piers is 
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evident even to a casual observer. This most popular 
institution with its playground, beach and recreational 
piers serves a most cosmopolitan patronage who have 
recourse to its cooling waters in the daytime, and its 
piers in the eveuingy as a tonic and relief from the oppres- 
nve tenements nearby. 

ChABLBSBANB: GTMNASnTM. 

A serious problem confronts this department in the 
West End where no baseball facilities are pro\'ided 
nearer than Boston Comiiion. It has been necessary 
to take down the ai)paratu8 at the Charlesbank Gynma- 
sium to permit baseball playing by the boys of this 
vicinity to the detriment of the track athletes, who still 
maintain this, the hrst municipal out-door gymnasium 
in the world, as the favorite resort to practice in track 
athletiesi but the dangers of baseball prevent the track 
patrons from enjoying the faciUties provided here to 
their safety. 

Wood Island. 

The new bath house at Wood Island will be a decided 

improvement over the former wooden structure. Girls 
are segregated from women, and boys from men in this 
new stnicture, and all together it will be a decided boon 
to the health and comfort of the people of East Boston 
as well as a fitting type of building that harmonizes with 
its surroundings. 

The policy of this department should be, if possible, 
to provide swimming pools in every section of the city, 
thereby providing an opportunity to indulge in swim- 
ming for twelve months of the year, just as now our 
gymnasiums and playgrounds provide twelve months of 
recreation. Children could be tau^t to swim during 
the scholastic year as well as throughout the short 
summer season as is done in foreign countries, for 
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swimming is one of the most valuable assets in life and 
should be acquired during the early years. 

Several playground houses have as yet been unpro- 
vided with showers and means should be taken as soon 
as money is available to provide shower baths for the 
patrons of these i)lMyi:^ruuiuib, for showers are, undoubt- 
edly, a necessary part of the equipment of any building 
as lockers or other facilities. 

The problems whirh this department helps to solve 
of furnishing recreation for young and old alike 
during the hours when people are at their leisure make 
this department one of the most sanitary of any in the 
city. Ordinarily^ adults have eight hours of time in 
which they are not occupied and these hours are prolific 
of much good or harm dependent on whether the people 
are idle or engaged in healthful recreation. With the 
innumerable and varied aetivities which this depart- 
ment provides, there is no reason why the people of 
Boston could not become better citizens, more thoroughly 
equipped mentally and physically, for the successful 
carrying out of their daily pursints as well as make 
them a more contented and happy community. 

HI fares the land to hastening ilk a prey 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay. 

Respectfully submitted^ 

Hugh C. McGrath, 
Superintendent of Baths. 
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REPORT OF THE PHYSICAL DIRECTOR. 



To John H. Dillon, Charles Gibson and Thomas 
F. Galvin, Commissioners: 

Gentlemen, — In presenting the report of activities 
carried on under my direction for the past twelve months 
I would state that the statistics and observation not 
covered by figures prove this to have been the busiest 
and most active year this department has yet seen. 

Attendance, regular and spontaneous, unsolicited 
except by implied welcome and evident desire to serve 
well those who present themselves for the advantages 
which we offer, is the very potent evidence that is our 
attest of the appreciatiou of the public of Boston's 
gymnasia. 

The usual class work for men and women, boys and 
girls and working boys, was the large feature of the 
year as in the past and was without any marked or 
special change except in the case of the working boys' 
classes* 

A studied effort everywhere was made to foster and 
kindle the interest of this class of youthful dynamos, 

with very gratifying and lasting results. The line of 

attack was on competitive athletics. Boys of an average 
age of fifteen years were organized into teams, and regu- 
lar semimonthly track meets were held in all the large ' 
gymnasia. We shall endeavor in the future to hold and 
keep alive this much to be desired interest which we 
have evoked. 
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Each year an increasing luunbor of men nvail them- 
selves of the civil service training for the I'uiice and Fire 
Departments which we offer to applicants, and it has 
been aptly remarked by an official of this department 
that the increasing efl&ciency of those two branches of 
the public service can be directly attributed to a great 
degree to the prehminary work in our gymnasia. 

The summer work on the playgrounds was very like 
the work of last year, the same plans being adhered to of 
carrying on various district and interdistriet competi* 
tions, ending in a season finldi in which the winners of 
the previous district meets and races tested their skill. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James L. Walsh, 
Physical Director, 
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Expenditures from February 1, 1914, to January 31, 1915, 
ON Paskb and Squares in Existbncb January 12, 1S87. 

Maintained in Part by the Transfer Appropriation of $173 478 £0 
from (he George F. Parkman Fund Income. 



Arnold Arboretum ^,727 19 

Belmont aquaiie 470 58 

Berwick park 119 95 

Blackstone squane 1,138 82 

Boston Commoa 31,993 90 

Brighton square 199 91 

Broml^park 59 73 

Cedar square 172 95 

Central square 330 50 

Centre square 60 50 

Charlesbank 10,719 07 

City Hall grounds 117 13 

City square 177 50 

Concord square 169 09 

Copley square 1,581 01 

Eaton square 282 67 

Essex square 26 00 

Fens 17,283 87 

Fern square 50 74 

Fort Hill square 612 10 

Franklin Park 56,271 31 

Franklin square 1,208 87 

Highland park 209 41 

Horatio Harris park . 359 35 

Independence square 1,089 24 

Jackson square 175 56 

Lincoln square 120 95 

Lin wood park 19 50 

Longwood park 237 29 

Madison Park 570 dS 



Carried forward $129,555 62 
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Brwghl forward $129,555 62 

Marine Park 7,711% 

Massachusetts avenue 1»497 50 

Maverick square 325 36 

Meeting House Hill 356 25 

Mount Bowdoin 200 56 

Orchard Park 584 08 

Park square 41 80 

Prescott square . ' 55 74 

Public Garden 16,338 08 

Putnam square 85 

Riverway 7,965 79 

Rutland square 133 91 

Soldiers' Monument lot 67 45 

Sullivan square ^9 

Thomas Park 1.015 32 

Union Park 270 70 

Walnut Park - 83 60 

Washington Park 1,215 41 

Winthrop square 528 32 

Wood Island Park 10,755 33 

Worcester square 271 54 

Aquarium 21,617 02 

Zoological Garden 70,047 87 



Total ^271.168 91 



Note. — For itenuMd diitribution of ezpeoM (or each account see table of expeodi- 
turea of maintanaoM* 



Digitized by Google 



40 



Cftih Receipts of the Park and Recreation Department from 



February' 1, 1914, to January 


Jl, 1915 


* 


Park Dxtxbion. 






Foar labor, sapprcfloon of gypey and brown- 






tail moths 


$13,900 


21 


Fh>m the Commonwealthy for moth ffippres- 






sion 


11,752 


43 


For labor, other city departments, etc. 


4,956 


95 


For labor on convention display, Bade Bay 








1,600 


00 


Vnm the Boston PoiUf for howdahs . 


449 


63 


From the Boston Common Tree Fund, 






income 


200 


00 


For use of towels and soap 


1,204 


05 


From ooin looka, oonvudenoa statiooB 


513 


10 


From sale of difiep and wool .... 


706 


16 


From sale of junk, grassy shrubs, etc. 


407 


62 




23 


88 


Settlement of aa^essmenl 


250 


00 


Rents 


5,112 


49 


Rbcbbation DiTunoN. 






Foruseof bathing suita, towcb, etc. . 


127,660 


06 


Insurance on automobile destroyed by fire 


1,000 


oo 


Rents 


907 


00 


Commission on weighing machines 


313 


89 


Gonunismon on tdepbone stations 


20 


19 


Sale of junk 


7 


12 



S40,976 32 



29,914 26 



Above receipts were credited as follows: 
Qeneral revenue, city income .... 

Sbildngfund 

Appropriation, Park and Recreation Depart- 
ment ......... 



370.890 58 



$36,881 46 
260 00 



3.3,750 12 



170,890 58 
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Park betterments Collected by City Collector to January 31, 1915. 





Amflsament« 

Conuuitted 

toCoUfletor. 


Abated. 




CoUactod. 


OuUtand- 
iiuc Ju. SI. 
1918. 


PubUc Park. Baek Bay. . . 


•494.000 00 


<144.195 73 


•290,404 27 


•290.404 27 








12 ni6 KD 


10 026 20 


in Q2A 9ft 




Franklin Park 


135,029 00 


122.000 66 


13.028 34 


13.028 34 




Paikmy.Old Harbor.. 


60,789 00 


50,436 00 


lO.HGS 00 


8,256 00 


•2,107^00 


• Muddy River. . 


108.972 00 


83,594 25 


25.377 75 


23,238 75 


3,ia8 00 


• WcstRoxbury.. 


154.107 00 


113.806 00 


40.299 00 


31.913 00 


8,888 00 


* T>r>rchcster 


9,713 00 


n.O.W 54 


R.r>57 40 


5.927 74 


7?0 73 




1096^768 00 


•600,000 98 


••07400 08 




818.88178 



Public Park and Playground Debt. 

Total kMiw otttstaading Januaiy 81, 1916 ... . 114^468,160 98 

Bttowett, 

Sialdag fund January 31, 1916 8,196,988 66 

Net debt Jaouaiy 31, 1916 I6>259,202 30 
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Beaches, Swimmiiii PooSm and Ploaliiig Baths Attandanctt, 1914-lS. 



Boy*. 



Pool 



Women. 



GirU. 



BttrdBT Stmt FloAting Bfttb. . 
Cabot Stratt Swinniog Fool. 

Curtii E«ll Swinmiiig Pool. . 



8.451 



2.950 



DwHrStnst Bride* Floatim Bath, 
flort PoiBt ChauHl IlMtinc B»tb. 

E^Mport Street B«adi 

Jafftlee Point FlMtios Bath 

h Stiwt B«Mh 

M«Eeittl» Be ad! 

NortlkEMlPHkBaMh 

Savin Hill Beaeh 



3.778 
6.701 
7.375 



2SB.710 
17,556 
6.279 
87.313 
14.862 



Waid 10 SwimmiDt Pool 

Waften Bridga Floating Bath. 
Wood lelaod Park Beaeh 



ToUla . 



13,400 

9,737 

301.877 



41,235 
39.020 



41.015 

36.700 
81,680 

27,700 
9,539 
164,815 

45.329 
166,050 

27.468 

32.523 



22,793 
30,310 



46.476 

25.649 

724,798 



6.787 



68,899 



7,860 



18,754 



13.040 
4.154 



6.485 
744 

33.970 
19.158 

7.834 
24,139 

8.326 



14.170 

12.460 

170.094 



13,856 



44,793 



28,430 

18.039 



17,840 
6.114 
83,310 
39.972 
63,460 
23,591 
25,812 



34.075 

20.640 

419,932 



Shower Baths Attetulaiice, 1914-15. 





Men. 


Boya. 


Pool. 


Women. 


Girls. 


TMaL 




158,944 
31,313 
67.732 
l.lOO 
33.175 
75,030 

153,581 
45,689 
26,320 
20,846 
38,518 


14.113 
11.839 
30,318 
365 
48.840 
21,048 
18,644 
24,895 
5,121 
2,957 
21,784 




42,479 
2.687 
16.986 
320 
14.455 
14.138 
38,800 
8,601 
4.2G1 
2,167 
9.672 


17,315 

10,804 
220 
17.414 
14,185 

17,501 
11,081 
3,018 
1,472 
8,028 


' 232.861 
51.658 
124.840 
2.005 
113.884 
124.407 

90.328 
39.350 
27,442 
78.002 










Copiey School Bath* 

CurtLs Hull Rath 

East Boalon Bath 

North Bennet Street Bath. ... 










N"- ur i 7 GyniniiBium. ..,.,» 










IfnnkiiialBniiduit, Want 15 


662,254 
7.313 


190,984 
8.198 




168.886 
8.300 


107,487 
8,705 


1,118,891 
iMtS 






659,466 


202,119 




l.'>r>,9% 


llO,^.^ 


1.128,823 



• DieoobtlntMd Mweh 9, 1914. 
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Gymnasia — Class and Individual Attendance, 1914-15. 





lodi- 


Men. 


Scbuul 






Qirk. 




Total 


Cabot Street Gymnaaium 


6.715 


5,307 


7,4 lt» 


3,636 


2,nm 


4,203 




29,5«7 


North Bennet ftr ; Oynuiairaiii. 


3,241 


3,302 


7.310 


1.019 


l,29!i 


2,442 


964 


19,566 




6,610 


10,045 


6,435 


9,029 


6.618 


7,138 


8,946 


49.719 


Wnrtl 7 Clyinniwiutij 


1,423 


2.175 


3,852 


1,413 


1,870 


2,309 




13,042 


Ward 0 Gymoiiaium 


1,083 


2,210 


5,306 


973 


921 


3,257 


645 


14,995 




3,M1 


6,003 


7,077 


6,689 


2,457 


7.43! 


286 


32.1»4 


D Strf-'»t C'.jTuoaiiium 


3.RH4 


5,834 


4.S13 


3,678 


293 


3,193 


145 


21.740 




3.030 


4,135 


7,355 


6,205 


6,475 


5,050 


2,565 


33.414 




8,379 


2.160 


3.450 


1.776 


1,S46 


4.437 


765 


17.7U 




82.106 


41,171 


58,013 


83.317 


38.408 


iOfiOO 


9.066 


381,M0 



Slcatinc and Tobogpui Attendance, 1914-15. 





Dayi. 




Av«i»a» 
AttmdAiiM. 




10 


4.880 


488 


BlUlDfi FUd 


16 


11,305 


751 




0 


4.800 


645 




16 


11.400 


700 




7 


3,460 


880 




0 


8,000 


400 




1 


1.400 


1,400 




0 


4,104 


450 




18 


88.010 


4.770 
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Report for the baseball season, which includes only 
Satuiday afternoons and holidays, for 1914-15. 
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Eaeh permit is figured as two teams and two sub- 
stitutes, malring twenty. 
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Playsrounds. 
Total Annual Atebnbakcb 1914-15. 

Aahmont Playground 120^27 

Billing^ Field Flaygrouiid 04,211 

Charlestown Playground 326,600 

Chailesbank GynmaBium (women's) 443,523 

Charieabank Gyninaeium (men's) .... 145,000 

Chestnut Hill Playground 16,000 

Columbus Avenue Playground 225,438 

Commonwef^th Playground 100,200 

Cottage Street Playground 80,830 

Dummy Field Playground 3,270 

Gibson Street Playground 120,582 

FizBt Street Playground 228,747 

Forest Hills Playground 111,586 

Franklin Field Playground 106,326 

Marcella Street Playground 270,2^ 

Mystic Playground 50,040 

Neponset Playground 111,385 

North Brighton Playground 160,331 

Orient Heights Playground 55,525 

Portsmouth Playground 1,333 

Prince Street Playground 280,350 

Randolph Street Playground 88,899 

Rogers Park Playground 6,506 

Rc^Iindale Playground 122,811 

Savin HiU Playground 239,695 

Strandway Playground 250,358 

West Tl iid Street Playground .... 84,582 

West Fifth Street Playground .... 54,020 

WOliam Eustis Phyi^round 250,029 

Wood Island Park Playground .... 188,(>45 

Bonan Park Playground 245,807 

4,687,176 

Aquarium 1,021,602 
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PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT, 



COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



Hon. James M. Cxtrlet, 

Mayer oj Uie City of Boston: 

Dbab Sir, — In compliance with the Revised Ordi* 
nances the Board of Park and Recreation Commis- 

sioiK rs herewith presents the annual report for the year 
1915-16. 

John H. Dillon, Chairman* 
Obabojeb Gibbon. 
Thouab F. Galtin. 
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EKI^OiiT OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER. 



To John H* Dillon, Chablbb Gibbon and Thomas 
F. Galvin» Conmimoners: 
Gbntlbmen, — I beg to Bubmit herdn a report of the 
activitieB of this department for the year ending January 

31, 1916. 

The all-important need of the department at the begin* 
ning of the past year was to place the surface of the 
drives in such condition as w ould stand the ever-increas- 
ing traffic, and the consequent damage to the roads 
which is more noticeable to those frequenting park 
drives for pleasure than those using public streets in the 
ordinary course of travel. 

To this end two important contracts were made. 
First, Columbia road was resurfaced with bitulithic 
pavement, from Fjranklin Park to Edward Everett 
square. 

Tins, being one of the main arteries to Boston from 
the south, is subject to very heavy automobile travel, 

and as no great amount of repair work had been done 
on this drive since it was built in the year 1898, the 
surface was in very poor condition. After one season's 
wear it would appear as though this type of road con- 
struction would be most suitable for drives where the 
auto trafhc is exceptionally great, the cost of this 
work being $46,383.97. 

The second contract was for Commonwealth avenue 
on the w^t side, from Beacon street to Cottage Farm 
Bridge. As the trajQElc here is mixed, that is, heavy team 
and automobile, it was decided to use wood blocks, that 
bdng next to granite blocks the most durable. Its 
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advantage over the latter named pavement k that it is 
less noisy and not so dusty. 

This pavement has a concrete base and should endure 
for maijy years; the contract price was $62,406.42. 

In addition to the above, the departnient force 
resurfaced Audubon road, from Agat^siz Bridge to the 
Fens Bridge, a distance of about 2,000 linear feet, with 
tar macadam. A surface treatment of tar was also 
applied to the other drives in the Fens, and the drives 
in Franklin Park were treated with a coat of heavy 
asphaltic oil and sand. Similar treatment was given 
the Strandway drive, from Edward Everett square to 
Marine Park. 

The main parkway, from Franklin Park to the River- 
way, was treated witli a thin coat of Tarvia B and sand. 

The needed repairs were made on Conimonwealth 
avenue, from Brighton a\ t nue to the Newton line. 
This is a surface tar treatment, and the repairs were 
made with the same material. 

During the winter months, in order to provide work 
for the needy unemployed, grading of Ronan Park was 
started and work on the leveling of the proposed play- 
ground on Parker Hill was begun. At Marine Park a 
balustrade was erected from the Head House to Castle 
Island Bridge. This was flanked on the land side by a 
granolithic walk, 20 feet in width, and a planting space 
10 feet wide. 

The contract price for the granolithic walk and the 
erect ion of the bahistrade was SB, 438. 99. All material 
for the balustrade was made up at Franklin Park 
Service Yard by the department force of concrete 
workers. At Marine Park also the subgrading of the 
drive was nearly finished to connect Marine Park with 
Farragut road along the harbor front. The grounds 
about the Aquarium were loamed and graded and they 
were further enhanced by the addition of a rustic 
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foundation and artistic planting of hardy shrubs on the 
slope and garden plots in the lower ground. 

The Fens was improved by grading the large meadow 
opposite the Art Museum and Simmons College and 
the planting of rhododendrons, kalmias and other broad- 
leaved evergreens on the steep bank south of the Richard- 
son Bridge, opposite the John Boyle O'Reilly Memorial. 

A large number of English elms were planted on 
Broadway, South Boston, for which tree pits had to be 
excavated and loamed. 

At the Franklin Field Speedway a reinforced con- 
crete stand was erectedi the contract price being $3,368. 

Highland park was improved by grading, seeding, etc. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jambs B. Shba, 

Deputy Commissioner, 
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REPORT OF PHYSICAL DIRECTOR. 



To John H Dillon, Charles Gibson and Thomas F« 
Galvin, Commissioners: 

Gentleubn, — Any r^8um6 of the work and oondir 
tions which come under my supervision as physical 
director must necessarily resemble other reports which 
I have submitted in former years, since the salient 
points of the routine activities are of a fixed character, 
and therefore, except locally or temporarily, do not 
depart from the tested methods which I outlined for 
my insi i iK'tors several years ago. 

So I no slight modifications, as I have said, have been 
introduced to meet local or temporary conditions, 
such as the demand for the motions and rhythm of the 
modern form of dancing. This was introduced in a 
modified form in that portion of the class work for women 
and girls which embraces dancing. Previous to the last 
few years this part of the class worlc included only 
folk and esthetic dancing. 

One fact is worth repeating, as each year its truth is 
gratifyingly evident and universally conceded, and that 
is that Boston is still in the lead along the hnes on 
which this department of the public service is moving, 
and this notwithstanding the large efforts that have been 
made by other cities in parallel directions. 

The department now has ten gymnasia as ac^ainst 
nine last year, with a total weekly attendance \ arying 
from six thousand to ten thousand per week. Of tliis 
number about 60 per cent are childiren or minors and 
40 per cent adults. 

That there is a strong attraction is proven by the 
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fact that a great number ol the regular attendants of 
each succeeding year is composed of the same people. 
I have noted this particularly at Columbia Boad, now 
in its thirteenth year of existence, in the morning and 
evening women's classes. We have the same class 
leader in both that we had in 1904, and there are about 
twenty-five other members who have also been nearly 
as regular in their attendance. 

We have now definitel}^ arrived at the point in the 
direction of children where we know that the habits of 
bailiing and taking exercise which they acquire in their 
early years of spontaneous attendance at our public 
gymnasia clings to them in after years, and frequently 
it is found that the regular and interested patron of the 
adult class is the grown-up juvenile member of former 
years. 

Much has been done at the various institutions in the 
last few years to foster the inteiest of the child. Social 
days to which the mothers and teachers are invited are 
held frequently everywhere. At Christmastime trees 
laden with inexpensive and useful gifts and some 
immediately apprecia])le eatables were given at every 
gymnasium except Columbia Road and Curtis Hall, 
wlicre the character of the coiiiitituency, adult and 
ju\(*nilo, is of a different caliber, because the locality 
wherein they are situated is of the well-to-do residential 
order. The expenses of these Yuletide festivities were 
in each case borne by the employees of the respective 
institutions. 

Visitors' day, on the first Monday and Tuesday of 
each month, to which the pubUc generally and friends 
and parents of the members are invited, has gathered 
quite a lively interest into itself in many of the gymnasia. 

Vine Street, Ward 17, this year opened its doors and 
possibilities to a locality which had had no public agency 
of this character heretofore. The response was laige, 
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gratifyingly large, but not great enough, I think. The 
people of this distriot have not fully awakened to the 
immense advantages and benefits which we have placed 
at their disposal, though the nearn^s of Columbia Road 
and Cabot Street would partially account for any 
seeming deficiency of response. 

A new building in Ward 7 replaced an old» poorly 
lighted and ventilated building and one impossible to 
heat. The response to the stimulus of new and attractive 
quarters was regulated by the character of the population 
in that vicinity. The children's classes are limited only 
by the capacity of the gymnasium; the men's classes also 
are largo, but the ladies' classes, as at North Bennet Street, 
are poorly attended, because the population in both 
sections is mostly foreign, — poor, hard-working people, 
where the mother in the home is the hardest worked 
member of all, and consequently has little or no time 
for self-improvement or recreation. 

The instructors this year, instead of teaching athletics 
on the playgrounds during the summer, were at the 
various beaches teaching swimming and life-saving 
and doing life-guard duty. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James L. Walsh, 

Pkyncal Director, 
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REPORT OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT 

OF BATHS. 



To the Board of Park and RecnaUon CommiMionerBt 
CUy of Boston: 

Dear Sirs, — I beg to submit herewith my annual 
report of the activities and work accomplished in the 
Recreation Division of this department for the year 
191i>-lG. 

The number of varied industries embraced in the 
Recreation Division of this department continues to 
invite the praise as well as imitation by other cities of 
the country. With our nine beaches, eight floating 
baths and ten indoor gymnasia, in addition to our 
tennis courts, baseball fields, soccer and rugby inclos- 
ures, running tracks, outdoor gymnasia, bowling greens, 
speedway, toboggan slides and other activities, we can 
safely say that this city can compare favorably with any 
other large city of tiie country. The continued interest 
manifested by the patrons^ engaged in these various 
pursuits justify their maintenance throughout the 
entire year. 

We in Boston are favorably endowed by nature in a 
manner that permits us to give more and better facili- 
ties than perhaps any other city in the coimtry. Our 
coast line permits us to give bathing opportunities not 
approached by any other municipality, and the widely 
scattered playground facilities and indoor gynmasia 
enable us to cater to the wants of the people in practi- 
cally every section of the city. The vast amount of 
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good done and the healthful opportunities offered by us 

can really not be measured by any gauge. I think 
twelve months' recreative and health giving activities 
is one of the chief cardinal principles in any recreation 
field of endeavor. 

Our gymnasia have been extensively patronized by 
young and old aUke, of both sexes. Our swimming pools 
have done much to give to all an opportunity to leant 
to swim, which is one of the chief assets of life. Our 
playgrounds have been thronged with devotees of the 
different activities thereon offered at the various 
seasons of the year, so that we may safely assert that 
in variety and number we are unexcelled in this respect. 
Our bathing beaches continue to excite the admiration 
of critics from every city by reason of their large number, 
their facilities and their widely scattered locations. 
Outside the fact that over 2,000,000 used our beaches 
during the past year, we can point with justifiable pride 
to the remarkably small number of accidents that 
occurred* 

Our indoor gymnasia still continue to be the Mecca 
for candidates for tiie Police and Fire Departments of 
the city, who are tutored by instructors along the civil 

service requurements. This work has lead to the state- 
ment by the medical exainmer of the Civil Service 
Commission that the pliysique of the Fire and Police 
Departments of the city measured up, on this accounti 
with that of any other city in the country. 

Our golf courses at FrankUu Park have been extended^ 
new putting greens laid out and an irrigation system 
installed, so that greens can be watered wh^ necessary. 
The six-hole course for beginners has done much to 
relieve the excessive congestion on the nine-hde course 
for the more adept, but even now they are not large 
enough to eater to tibe demands made upon them. 
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The bowling greens on Fraaldm Field daily witness 
gatherings of the patrons of this popular sport, both 
from our own and other cities, and are a distinct feature 

of our recreative life. 

The three toboggan slides on Schoolmaster's Hill in 
Franklin Park on afternooiLs and evenings when the 
weather permits are daily thronged with those who 
like to engae^e in this rxhilarating sport. Over 300 
toboggans were checked during the past season in 
addition to many transient patrons who used the 
course, indicating the popularity of the sport. 

Where possible, in every section of the city skating 
areas have been provided on our playgrounds, and noth- 
ing contributes more to the health and pleasure of the 
people than this popular winter pastime. 

The ever-increasing popularity of tennis has made 
necessary the construction of tennis courts on different 
playgrounds where the surface would allow it. At 
present about 100 tennis courts are scattered throughout 
the city. 

A new feature has been added to our recreation by 
the laying out on Franklin Park of a cross country 
course, which has been used by the I. C. A. A. A. A. and 
the New England I. C. A. A. for their annual cross 
country championships. The local Amateur Athletic 
Association also hold their cross country championship 
run over these fields, and the course both as regards its 
topography and the manner in which it was laid out, 
enabling spectators to see the contestants at the same 
point on several occasions during the course of their run, 
is admirable. The Press of other cities has also com- 
mented favoralily upon this course. 

The opening of the new Ward 17 building and the new 
Ward 15 building have done much to alleviate the needs 
of the people of Roxbury and South Boston in the way 
of gymnasium work and public bathing. 
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X feel that Boston, the pioneer in playgrounds, gym- 
nasium and swimming pool endeavors, should continue 
to hold its place among the leading cities of the country 
in this work, for no money expended in any department 

of the city has a more salutary effect on the people than 
these activities, which are under our supervision. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hugh C. McGrath, 
General Superintendent of Baths. 
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BMfc konm, Orini B 



Commonwealtii 
streeta. 



Expeaditur«a 
for 191A-1A. 



CoDvenieooe Btations, 
Copp's Hill PUtycroui 



nsnkHnPtfkgoUlin 



, Waid Bn 
Hortknlfeunl BuadiBg 

fT"!"""""""""" (N 

FariBer HiU, sradins 



•557 91 
170 00 
068 83 

1.518 18 

1.008 83 
1.088 48 



1.550 32 
4.717 45 



545 55 
244 37 
043 40 



2338 88 



Flaygrooad. Eydo Fw 



9,999 97 

20,414 S3 
1,707 93 



nagvoaad, Mt. Ida « 
Playgraund* Ward 2 

Playground, Wwd 5 
Pliblis landing, Freepoi' 
Reffletory BuUdinc. F^ij 

Ron&n Park 

Sftvia Hill Beach, sddit) 
Tencan Reach, property 
Zoological Garden and 



2,429 45 
1.807 20 
3,415 00 



Totala. 



l.iWS 19 
20,i:?5 IS 

6,40S 2S 
56.354 00 
102 95 



8168,534 88 



81,500 00 
6.000 00 
3.841 06 



18,084 87 

339 67 
519 91 



4.868 79 

376 59 
1.838 01 

10.829 67 
03 

17.073 57 
25 00 
178 23 
24.950 00 



40 02 

a 

850 00 

79.864 82 



8831,174 73 



authoriMd 



83i500 00 



26.000 00 



887,600 00 
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Boftton Common, ' 
Charlcsbank. impro" 
Charlestnwn Hi'ikIiI" ' 



Commonwealth av^' 



i.EMt 
iiaiR.Wwd 
HiiUMul Pki-k, iaa 



am, 



PlayvtNtMb, «omp« 
Ml.Id» 5.132 08 

BvthMfoml AT«£:lS2Ji 
Fkomrouiidi, inprc 
Cnlninhmi Ave&u 

Myrtie 

OriwtBmghts. . 
WittlMOi EtMtk. ^ 



8227 30 
l,23ti 02 
215 81 
27 90 



Playground, Mt. li 
Playground. Ward 
Playground, Ward 
BafMlaiT Building,* 

BooMiPiwk 

flkTiiiHiIiB6Mdi,W 

8oelogl«U 0«fd«n 



Grand 
Totida. 



$W7 91 

170 00 
088 88 
I.8M 18 

1.998 32 
1.023 43 
1.550 32 
4.717 45 

545 55 
244 37 
642 40 
2,326 3S 

9.999 97 
20.303 70 



80«414 88 



1.707 to 
2.480 46 
1307 80 
8.415 00 
1,888 18 

30.185 18 
0v468 88 

80,864 00 
108 05 



$166,524 98 
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■r 



BSUiDfli Fidd PlwiwBd 

C too l in a Avwiie PbytMoad. . . . 

GluHMtOlm PlannmiMl J 

CdumlMui ArttDue PlayfraoBd ^ 

ConnnoBiraalth Fari( Fbygfound j 

Copp** HiU T«m«a Fb^miviid j 

Cottflce Stnet Pltyground i 

» 

Fdlowi 8lt«rt PlaariraiiMl j 

Fint Street Playgraund J 

I 

Fonet HUle Playground 4 

F^uldiii Field PleaWRNind 

QibeoD Street Thnfomui 

Joba Wintlurop FUygrouad 

M«rodU Street Flaygiraaiid 

Mt^ Ida FbygriMiiid 

M jretie FlByfround 

Neponset Playiravad 

Norfolk Street PUyvrooiid , 

North Brighton Playcround 
North End PlayKTOUod. 

Orient Hcighta Pteygroond , 

Paria Street Playcrouad 



4- 



General 



Total*. 



$1.578 01 
S.14S8S 
940 i» 

S.03S » 

1.402 M 

lJUBSf 
1,718 75 

2.290 79 
2,619 54 
1,827 83 
13,436 57 
2,330 95 

769 25 
3,i:^". 29 
2.333 77 
2,25d 45 
1,082 34 
3.582 25 
2,ISH 15 

aw HI 
1,1 H 23 

144 00 
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[Expenditures on Account of Maintenance from February 1, 1915, to January 31, 19I6. 



Buildincs. i Furniahing». 



Rental. 



G«B«nl 



GoBtlnistioD 



Cabot Street Bath , . , 

Curtifl Hall Bath 

Dewey 13each Batli 

Dover Street Bath 

Fr©®port Street Bath 

L Street Bath 

IMcKonxio Beach Bath 

North Bcnnct Street Bath. . . , 

North luad B«3acli Bath 

Savin Hill Beach Bath 

Tenean B«a<>h Baih 

Wood Island Bath 

Border Strcot Floating Bath. . 
Cbarlesbank Floating Buth. . . 
Dover Street Flouting IJath. . 

EttBt BoetoQ Wharf 

jL'fTriua Point Pleating Bath. . 
Warren Bridge Floating Bath. 

Ward 3 ShowerB 

Ward 7 Showera 

Ward 0 Showers 

Ward 16 Show«n 

Ward 16 Showera 

Ward 17 Sbowws 

D Stowt Showwi 



Bvrar SiTMt LMwdtjr. . . . 
Mcith End Pvk iMindij. 



Rudidgi Fmid. 



Jl 1,464 G8 
4,414 83 
4.7m 69 

13.520 11 
1.212 85 

16,724 18 
2.224 M 
9,955 67 
9,r>43 28 

i.()3c m 

2.1SS 92 
2,o98 69 
679 29 
842 00 
692 00 
646 17 
Uii 99 
850 75 
375 60 
550 68 
915 91 
3.923 67 
926 90 
852 54 
1.931 05 
3.751 16 
18.381 78 
1,697 63 



tll7,888 18 



$785 00 

785 00 
400 00 
990 00 
125 00 
1.454 84 
131 00 
710 00 
895 00 
58 00 
of) 00 
210 00 
58 00 
58 00 
68 00 
60 00 



58 00 
60 00 
68 00 
47 00 
68 00 
141 00 
60 00 
114 00 
166 10 



f7,M8M 



«500 00 



$b03 07 
25 00 
45 00 
153 25 
66 00 
437 00 
531 35 
160 09 
105 &6 



331 67 



750 00 



800 00 



82,000 00 



8 00 



6 00 



8 00 



7.840 82 
MOO 

•10.117 88 



12,530 16 



89.880 16 



$13,052 75 
6.224 86 
6.234 69 
14.e«3 38 
i.lMJi 65 
21.146 18 
2.B86 99 
10,825 66 
10,644 16 
1,094 80 
2.570 49 
2.808 69 
l,4b7 29 
900 00 
750 00 
1,396 17 
346 99 
908 75 
433 60 
608 68 
067 01 
3.981 67 
1.067 90 
910 54 
2,045 05 
3.906 26 
18381 78 
1.597 63 
7.340 32 
99 00 

8180.784 81 
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Expenditures from February 1, 1915, to January 31, 1916, on Parks 
and Squares in Existence on January 12, 1887. 

Maintained in Part by the Transfer Appropriation of $196,230.40 /rum the 

George F. Parkman Fund Income, 



Totd. 



Amoid Arboretum 
Belmont square... 

Berwick Park 

BlackstoDo aquare. 
Boaton Commoa. , 
Brighton square. , . 
BroiiilAjr Park. . . . 

Cedar squar* 

Central square. . . , 
Centre street. .... 

Charlesbauk 

City BmU gronnds. 
City square. ..... 

Concord 
Copltiy aqi 

Emti 

F«ai 

Fern square 

Fort UiU square 

FrauUia Park 

Franklin square 

Highland Park 

Horatio Huiia PMk. 
IndependnM* Midit* 

Jackson iqatff*. 

linaoln squ&m. ..... 

LimraodPark 

Longwood Park.,... 
Madisun Park. ..... 

Ma^oAchufletts awm 

Marine Park 

Maverick square . . . 



t2.014 93 


t236 44 


$2,851 37 


410 m 


6 60 


417 00 


85 89 


20 75 


106 64 


687 08 


117 50 


804 5S 


21J18 13 


3.626 03 


25,344 16 


220 75 


20 60 


241 35 


198 61 


26 85 


225 46 


161 


51 


3 00 


164 61 


358 75 


35 85 


394 GO 


44 00 


2 00 


46 00 


10,213 30 


920 14 


11.163 44 


111 


68 


3 00 


114 58 


207 


33 


38 50 


245 83 


147 


25 


37 60 


1S4 85 


234 


28 


14 85 


249 13 


342 


43 


29 25 


371 68 


33 


84 


8 25 


42 09 


8,599 55 


6,636 69 


15.236 24 


36 


75 


3 00 


39 75 


4:^0 


SO 


74 50 


505 30 


37.07.? 


^3 


9.747 60 


46,820 53 


741 


27 


126 99 


868 26 


2G1 


24 




^1 i !■* 


399 


00 


20 00 


419 00 


710 




91 35 


831 60 


103 


60 


4 50 


110 00 


205 


99 


12 26 


218 24 


61 


OO 




61 00 


234 


70 


33 35 


268 05 


714 


11 


109 75 


823 86 


1.033 97 


134 00 


1,167 97 


14,090 54 


16,987 52 


31,078 06 


328 93 


17 00 


345 93 




m,m 11 


%uajtM n 
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Expenditures on Parks and Squares in Existence on 

January 12, \SS7.— Concluded. 





Labor. 


Material. 


TotaL 




$mjmn 


880.160 11 


8149,011 80 




an flo 


80 86 


851 86 




SSdflO 


18 00 


974 60 


F«rktqm 


S6 S6 




86 86 




«M 96 


86 80 


000 46 




X4.1M «l 


1J46 48 


16,000 00 




t06 00 




106 00 




123 86 


600 


188 86 




0,906 86 


1.748 19 


84188 47 


Ruthiid iQWM <.a.>*>t. ..>■•«. 


116 60 


81 76 


147 96 




41 00 


9 00 


48 00 




880 87 


89 60 


888 87 




867 66 


71 88 


080 68 




188 00 


88 00 


914 00 




141 86 


9 60 


148 86 




1.100 84 


104 86 


U04 10 




816 88 


90 96 


844 47 




861 46 


46 86 


908 80 




8^400 87 


1.671 98 


0,000 90 




16,904 79 


0.849 10 


91,640 88 




86,196 98 


90,881 98 


66,607 61 


Total* 


6186,805 58 


871.022 70 


4268,488 28 
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RECAPITULATION. 



ExpeniiJtwret on oeoottnl 0/ mainfefumce from Fiknuary 1, 1915, 

to Jamuxry 51, 1916, 



$897,343 39 

Expenditures on account of land and oonstruo- 
tion from February 1, 1915| to January 31, 



CASH RECEIPTS OF THE PARK AND RECREATION DEPART- 
MENT, FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1915, TO JANUARY 31, 1916. 



Pass Dithion. 



For labor, iupfweaBioii of gypqr and biown4afl 




moths 


$17,387 84 


From the Commonwealth, for moth 8uppr<a- 






3,000 00 


For labor, other city dqiartiiieiits, etc. 


14,884 14 


From balance of gtft funds 


6,630 83 


From the Boston Common Tne Fund, inoome, 


200 00 


For use of towels and soap ..... 


1,015 04 


From coin locks, convenience stations 


599 11 




6,185 50 


Prom sale of cart, bone ooUan and hamen . 


215 00 


From sale of junk, wood, shrubs* ete. 


203 00 


From sale of live stool^ wool and foi«l . 


25 75 




1,500 00 


From sale of buildings 


027 GO 




300 00 



Parks and gardens . 
Playgrounds and gymnasia . 
Baths and beaches . 
Celebrations and entertainments 
General expenses . 



$464,564 14 
141,221 32 
139»784 81 
8,990 57 
142,782 55 



1916 



166,524 98 



81,063,868 37 



Bonis 



9,700 24 



$61,332 55 



Carried forward 



$61,832 55 
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Bm^fmMtri WliSSa 85 

RBCBBAfioN DmBKnr. 

Forweof batliiiigiaitB»towd8,oto. . |28|943 W 

Commiaaion on weighing machinw . . • 110 60 

CommiiHKm on telephone atations ... 24 85 

Bents 060 67 

30,039 18 

191.871 73 

Above reeaptB mm eredited aa follows: 

Qanentxevenue, city inoome 842,009 48 

8ia]dngFuiid 687 60 

PaUiep«rk8 l,500 oo 



AiipvopriaAioii, Pack and Becrattfcum DeputmeDt 46»634 70 

891.871 78 



Park Betterments Collected by City Collector to January il, 1916. 





Aaacaauienta 
Committad 
to CoOaoior. 


Abated. 


Net AuMa- 


CoUeeted. 


Ontataodins 
Jaowu^Ol* 


PubBo Park, Back Buy. . . 


$434,600 00 


$144,195 73 


$290,404 27 


$290,404 27 






23.543 00 


12,616 80 


10,926 20 


10,926 20 




Fnmkliu Park 


135.029 00 


122,000 66 


13.028 34 


13.028 34 




Paricwagr, Old Harbor 


60.789 00 


50,426 00 


10.363 00 


8.256 00 


02.107 00 


• Muddy River . . 


108.972 00 


83,594 25 


25.377 76 


23,238 75 


2.130 00 


* Weat RoidNtiy, 


164,107 00 


113,^ 00 


40.299 00 


31,913 00 


8.386 00 


* Doroheater 


9.713 00 


3.055 54 


6.657 46 


5,927 74 


729 72 




|BM,7S8 00 


9530.006 08 




0880.004 00 


810,801 78 



Public Park and Playground Debt. 

Lialnlitie^. 

Total loans outstanding January 31, 1916 • . • 114,633,410 98 

Sttountt* 

Sinking Fund Joauazy 31, 1910 8,603,813 71 

Not Dobi January 31, 1916 . • • . , 86.030.097 27 
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Beaches, Swimmins Pools and Floatini; Baths Attendance* 19IS-I6. 









Pod. 


WoUMtL, 






L Stnrt Bath H(ias<.' 

Vl 1 i^. I'll ^1 ■ 

Ilonlcr Strv<'t Muutiug Bath 


;U2,N')7 

1,11) 

6,su; 

17,0 Ml 
8,4 .S(l 

1C>,125 
20.tM4 


;5s..s-i() 
17:i.8-17 

23. 

12(),1.j7 
.'2,4()() 

7.0:. t 

.51.'>75 
34,105 




7.401 
9,HS0 

5,7r>i 

3.7<.>1 
IS, 4 20 

jn,i.-)0 
i.2a'i 

21,500 
9,807 


21,0.=>5 
14.400 

it),;i;?!^ 

43,992 
37,Sl.'j 
.■i7..^>7C. 

5.712 
25.025 
2(),:j7t. 


73.346 
635,519 
137.H)S 
4r.,290 
173.7S0 
1.30.170 
IM.fir.G 
14.031 
1 17,025 
91.2l»2 
42,224 
19,424 
7.434 
82.211 
53,135 


r>i' i.irtli \'.!\<\ I'lirk 

Drwcy Hi ach l!ath ..... 

t Juirlc.^liank rloii'.uiK Bath , 




Ji ffrii M I'oint l loutiiiK Hatli 







Ciiru^ ilall P.H)1 


42.224 
iy.424 
7.434 












\\ itrd 1 ij I '<)i)l . . « 












4,428 
9,320 
44,970 


41,19o 
20.470 


4,710 
G,370 
84,450 


31. .S7^ 
10.975 
24,iM»5 


rri'.'[i<irt .>tr.-. t Fiath. 










633,497 




00.062 


108,516 


moss 


l,8Sn.801 



Shomr Baths Attendance, 











Olrla. 






153.901 


9,728 


40.378 


13.007 


217.614 


('abot .Strvct Riith . . 


6S,9ll 


44,443 


17.707 




144.302 




117,987 


18,331 


33,608 


la.uuo 


184,926 




47,826 


31,031 


10,869 


10,766 


100,491 




38 .9 IS 


13,833 


3.080 


3,527 


60.258 




28,403 


7,660 


3,364 


2.104 


41,501 




08,303 


18.229 


14,062 


13,718 


114,372 




312,8.57 


173.847 


5S,9C0 


90,155 


635,819 




32.202 


22,366 


4.119 


10.620 


69,367 


^ — ii Hull Uiith.H 


33,095 


45.423 


17,0S5 


11,930 


108.133 




00.030 


34,295 


9.080 


10.910 


120,916 




82.137 


10,517 


37.643 


26,101 


156,398 




ld,3£0 


6,414 


4^ 


3,732 






1,065.»» 


490^117 


SSStOBS 


SSUlO 
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Gymnasia — Cla^s and Individual Attendance, 1915-16. 





iMli. 

vidanli. 


Mm. 


School- 
boy*. 


Woridng 
Boy*. 1 


Women. 


GirU. 


Mothers. 


Total. 


Cabot Street Qymnasium 


M24 
4,039 
4,223 
288 
3,U1 
2.774 
4.268 
3.535 
2.428 
1,540 


3.916 
2.545 
7.751 
515 
2.571 
5.124 
3.723 
3.510 
1.080 
1,262 


5.965 
7.W5 
8.203 
1.709 
5.877 
7.688 
8.839 
5.605 
3.219 
4.647 


3.897 
1.520 
6.509 
309 
719 
3.394 
2,847 
4,180 
2,070 
606 


1.732 
674 
6.288 
314 
1.598 
2.165 
888 
4.870 
1.797 
1.765 


3»275 
2.4^ 

9.53fi 

4.319 
6.636 
3.286 
4.880 
3.862 
3.666 


409 


24.018 
18.888 
48.606 
4,015 
18.1)92 
27.781 
24.228 
29.265 
16.976 
14.216 




6.006 
767 


D Street Gymnasium. .......... 


377 
2,685 
1.911 

721 




81,666 


8S,60e 




90u064 




48,808 


18,866 


887,685 
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Skating and Toboggan Attandanca, I91S-I6. 







Total 


Aver aire 






AtteadaoM. 


Attwadaikoe. 


fmHii|pi Jlgld , 


44 


WM 


898 




19 


17,111 


499 




18 


6y009 


697 




M 


88,989 


746 




IS 


9.115 


894 


fTfttttir 8tiwt| Salt Diwtoii 


91 


nsM 


991 




19 


46,700 


8,406 


Prankliii Platd. 


19 


88J98 


4JSS 




99 


4,8W 


169 




98 


16,980 


999 




41 


89,984 


609 




40 


6b698 


141 




81 


11,790 


880 




91 


94,684 


1,089 




99 


8396 


880 




4 


889 


76 




19 


9,641 


688 




99 


99,160 


IJWf 




98 


18496 


no 




1ft 


OtOlO 


499 




86 


«,866 


941 


Totals 


548 


384,050 


16,454 




21 


2U,0ti0 


084 
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Total Annual Attendance, 191^16. 



Ashmont Playground 118,811 

Billings Field 86,812 

Columbus Avenue Playground .... 129,130 

Cottage Street Playground 138,383 

Charlestown Playground 197,209 

Charlesbank, women's gymnasium , , , 95,276 

Chariesbank, men's gymnasium .... 144,108 

Commonwealth Park 130,575 

Dorchester Park 8,362 

Forest Hills Playground . . . . - . . 181,826 

Franklin Field 275,297 

First Street Playground 294,449 

Gibson Playgroiind 258,325 

John Wmtkrop Playground 39,400 

Marcella Street Playground 295,243 

Mystic Playground 80,613 

Norfolk Street Playground 85,001 

Neponset Playground 135,771 

North Brighton Playground 177,655 

OriL'nt Heights Playground 44,290 

Roslindale Playground ...... 162,453 

Raiiiiolph Street Playground 116,066 

Ripley Playground 15,232 

Ronan Park 22,425 

Straudway 257,525 

Savin Hill Playgruund 72,860 

William Eustis Playground 295,071 

West Fifth Street Playground .... 88,370 

West Third Street Piaygroimd .... 57,070 

Wood Island Park 100,245 

Ward 5 Playground 8,001 



Total 4,110,864 

IteikUn Park golf 27,020 



4.137300 
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